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A Wisdom Curriculum —Lesson One 

KEYS 
to the Gospel Tradition 

T he early tradition of Christianity is rich with 
keys—keys that will open doors of understanding 
to the integral vision that underlies the Gospel 

tradition. In our day, far removed in time from this early 
stratum, we may have lost or misplaced these keys. But 
doors that may have been closed for centuries are now 
again opening for us, and we are able to enter the tradition 
in a new, fresh way. 
 
To recover the keys and use them to open the tradition that 
flows from the teachings of Yeshua in new ways, and more 
importantly to open ourselves up to these new possibilities, 
we must recover them by finding their original meanings 
anew. This will mean that we must uncover them from the 
layers of misunderstanding and misinterpretation that may 
have kept them hidden.  
 
In this opening study, there are three fundamental keys to 
our understanding that must be rediscovered. They belong 
together. The first concerns the meaning of the term 
“Gospel” itself. The second involves the idea of a key that 
will unlock doors to the kingdom. The third concerns the 
term “mystery” which entails a certain kind of knowledge 
about the key. 

GOSPEL 

 
Yeshua said, 

 
I will give you 

the keys to the 

kingdom of 

heaven. 
 

Matthew 16:19 

 

� 
 

Knowledge of 

the mysteries  

of the kingdom 

of God  

has been 

granted to you. 
 

Luke 8:10 

INTRODUCTION  
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T he use of the word “Gospel” is problematic. We 
have all heard it in many different contexts. 

Sometimes the term clearly refers to the message of 
Yeshua (Jesus), or to the books that tell his story. At 
other times, however, it refers to the contemporary 
message of Christianity often called “the Gospel” 
which may have left the impression that Yeshua’s 
message is exclusive and not meant for everyone.  
 
Before it was identified with the Christian message, 
originally the word Gospel simply meant “Good 
News” (euaggelion) that someone might bring. 
Imagine a friend who is critically ill in the hospital and 
someone says to you, “I’ve got good news for you. The 
doctors say that our friend is going to live and will be 
out of the hospital soon.” Now 
that is good news! 
 
But when applied to 
contemporary declarations of the 
message of Yeshua it is often 
anything but good news. In fact, it 
may be very bad news, if you are 
not willing to accept it “as Gospel 
truth.” 
 
That understanding complicates 
the idea immensely. Let’s 
imagine that the person who told 
you the good news about the 
friend in the hospital said that if you didn’t believe him, 
either your friend would die, or you would become sick 
from your lack of faith or belief. You may or may not 
believe the good news out of the hospital. You might 
even reserve judgment till you saw (or talked to) that 
person yourself, or heard the doctor tell you about the 
positive prognosis.  
 
Either way, your suspension of belief would have no 
appreciable affect on the actual outcome, and it should 
not affect your health in the least. The good news is 
simply that—unaffected by whether you accept it or 
not. Eventually you will know the truth, and join in the 
general celebration of the fact.  
 
So did Yeshua bring Good News or not? Or is it only 
good news for some and not for others, and does it 
completely depend on whether or not you accept it or 
believe it?  

You could make the case that if indeed the news is 
about you, your acceptance might make a difference. 
Let’s say you won the lottery, and the organization that 
runs it calls you to announce the fact. Your winning the 
lottery is a fact. Whether or not you cash in depends on 
what you want to do about it, but it does not change the 
fact that you won.  
 
It could be said that Yeshua brought humankind very 
good news—almost unbelievable news, in fact, and we, 
of course, often do have a problem with news that 
sounds almost “too good to be true.” We might want to 
reserve judgment. We might want to think about it for 
awhile. We might want to test the news against other 
facts and realities. None of this is a bad thing. But, of 

course, if there was good news, and 
we refused to believe it, it might 
affect whether we really could 
benefit from it—but let’s reserve 
that idea until we see what the news 
actually is that Yeshua delivered. 
 
Bottom line, the message that 
Yeshua brought was audacious, to 
say the least, and compelling—if 
you heard it and it touched you. 
And if you allowed yourself to 
begin to believe it, it might have a 
very powerful affect. 
 

But irrespective of your reaction to it, the news is still 
good and remains good, no matter what. The news is 
irreversible, and in the end it will have a good effect, 
even on you. At least that appears to be the intent, 
despite all the rhetoric that has accompanied it through 
the centuries. Even at the beginning there was some 
hesitancy about believing it, and almost instantly there 
were conditions placed upon it that you had to fulfill in 
order to receive it, but was this intrinsic to the message 
itself? We believe not. 
 
So, temporarily at least, we may have to set aside our 
customary understanding of (and response to) the word 
“Gospel” and allow the original good news to leak 
through into our consciousness. Or, alternatively, to 
suspend judgment at least until we have heard more of 
the story.  
 
 

DEFINING  THE  GOSPEL  AS  GOOD  NEWS  
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KEYS  TO  THE  MYSTERIES  

earth. That it is both a privilege and a responsibility—
in the same way we are meant to know certain “adult 
mysteries” that were veiled or obscure to us as children. 
It is our adult responsibility to know them, as we 
become capable. And it is our responsibility to use 
them responsibly.  
 
Family secrets often fall into this same category. In a 
family certain knowledge may be kept secret or hidden 
from the public. These may, of course, be dark secrets, 
or they may have to do with the hidden wealth, power, 
or influence of a family that it would not be prudent to 
reveal in a public way.  
 
Could it be the same in the family of the Kingdom of 

Heaven—? Its children, its heirs are privileged to 
certain hidden knowledge or opportunity—but 

the question when to reveal it to the heirs 
themselves is a matter of both wisdom and 

timing. At the right moment (kairos), 
when the time is ripe, when an 
individual is ready for it—then it can 

be known, but not until thing.  
 

Knowledge of these mysteries, however, is 
the critical key that will unlock the Kingdom. 

Of course, to unlock something is to open it up, 
to make what was hidden within available and 

useful. This, I believe, is precisely what Yeshua has in 
mind.  
 
The Kingdom is not some inaccessible realm hidden 
away from us that we are not meant to know. Quite the 
contrary, the Kingdom is precisely what is to be known 
here and now, on earth, as a part of our eternal heritage, 
but accessible and available and useful to us as we 
make our pilgrimage through space-time.  
 
So what are these mysteries? What are the keys that 
will unlock doors and dimensions that have otherwise 
been hidden or closed? The answer to these questions 
will become the subject of our ongoing discoveries 
throughout these lessons. We will take up the keys—in 
this case, words and insights that have been hidden 
away—sometimes hidden in plain view, and begin to 
grasp them so that we might use them in our discovery.  

T he “holy mysteries” (as they are often called)—
the secrets that lie behind the veil—this is a 

subject that Yeshua introduces to his students at the 
dawn of the Christian tradition, in the early first century 
and in the remembered words of his teachings. 
 
Yeshua uses terms like “mystery” and “keys” to 
describe something he was trying to convey to perhaps 
“young” and untutored ears. At one point he told his 
students they were not yet ready for them, but at 
another he said that they were, and he also said that in 
the course of history, as time unfolded, they would 
come to understand these keys and mysteries as they 
were taught to them by the Spirit so that they might 
come to know everything. 
 
We are approaching this subject afresh so that 
we can see what mysteries are often said to be 
hidden from view (or kept as “secrets”) 
because people are not quite ready to 
receive them, or because an early 
exposure without proper preparation 
might prove dangerous. But the fact 
that there are indeed mysterious aspects 
to reality is becoming clear.  
 
Today we live in a world of science that is 
fascinating because it says that behind ordinary 
appearances there is a world of reality that is almost 
unimaginable and very difficult to talk about that we 
would not otherwise know if we only studied the 
surface of things. If science was not able to pierce the 
veil of the ordinary, and to go down into the 
microcosmic world (or out into the grand 
macrocosm)—if it was not taken behind the veil of the 
obvious to that which is unseen and not-so-obvious, 
then we would see the universe in only a very limited 
way.  
 
So in both cases—that of modern physics, and the 
realms of spirituality and metaphysics—we must be 
guided and taught. The veil must be lifted so that the 
underlying nature of things hidden behind the surface 
structures might be seen and become available. 
 
Yeshua tells his students that they are meant to know 
the Mysteries of the Kingdom—meaning what is 
behind it and how it works, and that they have direct 
access to it and can interface with it while they live on 
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to the Gospel Tradition 

KEYS 

K INGDOM  OF  L IGHT  

T here is a great wedding being celebrated in the golden Kingdom of Light. 
Such feasting—such joy, 

Such splendor in every particle of being! 
But if your heart is not on fire there is no need to inquire. 
Meanwhile, down in the unlit places of this world  
      the enslaved cannot even raise their eyes. 
So messengers have been sent out in every direction with invitations to the feast 

numberless as the stars. 
They say, “Come, come for the best of days is here. 
Come for the festival of roses. 
Come for what only gets better. 
Come raise a joyful noise—for we have discovered the Friend, the Beloved One,  
      the Guide to the feast. 
What else in this world is like this—this deliciousness Spilling out everywhere  
      and the roar of the divine ocean, and all worlds gone to waves. 
This is Abraham and Sarah on their way home. 
This is Moses descending from the mountain. 
This is Yeshua ascending to the heavens. 
This is Muhammad returning from his lift into light. 

—inspired by Rumi 

PATH  TO  THE  GARDEN  

T here is a way that leads from your scene to the Unseen. 
You’ve lived for too long in a dark and gloomy house,  

      take the path that leads from there to the Garden  
      that will lift you right out of yourself. 
Its gardener is an old friend,  
      as are the cypress trees and the roses.  
 
Every day we go there to gather a hundred blossoms  
      that we scatter amongst us here. 
Don’t worry; there is no hidden motive to take advantage.  
There’s only too much love blooming there to keep it for ourselves. 
These very words are its fragrance escaping from there,  
      and the world around us here is softened by that sweetness. 
Listen now to the whisper,  
      “Come, come! It’s really like this there.” 
When we first caught the scent of it,  
      it swept us away from ourselves into another greatness. 
And even if we are nothing more than its servants now,  
      with love we wait for you in ambush. 

—inspired by Rumi 
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A Study Guide  —Lesson One 

KEYS 
to the Gospel Tradition 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION 
 
1. What is your experience of hearing the Christian 

Gospel? Has it been good news or bad news for you? 

2. Summarize what the Gospel is in your thinking. 
Compare your summary with others who might be in 
a group study with you.  

3. How do you explain this as “good news”? 

4. What role does belief play in the Gospel tradition? 
Must you believe it in order for it to be good news? 

5. How important is right belief (orthodoxy) and wrong 
belief (heresy) in the Christian tradition? How 
important is it to you? 

6. What associations does the word “mystery” have for 
you?  

7. Give an example of learning a secret that changes 
your whole perspective about what is on the surface 
of things. 

8. On the issue of being ready or prepared to know 
something, were you ever privy to information that 
you were not ready for? What was the effect? 

9. What makes a person ready for information or 
understanding? What changes besides the passage of 
time? What is the inner capacity for new knowledge? 

10. Do you know any spiritual “mysteries” that others 
may not? Do you have some keys that you believe 
unlock hidden doors—especially in the spiritual 
realm? 

 
READINGS FOR INSIGHT 
 

It is my belief … that paradox (mystery) can help us of 
various faiths to transcend the world of black and white 
and help us discover the colors of the rainbow that God 
has given us all to shine forth. From our transcendent 
perspective, we can even come to accept that beyond 
what the eye can see is light such as ultraviolet and 
infrared that affects our lives just as profoundly as does 

the visible spectrum. Opening our hearts and minds to 
such possibilities can be liberating and enlightening—
and to a species that has endangered itself such as ours, 
perhaps even saving.  

—Gregory R. Huth, Awakening, 6 

� 
Christians should remind themselves that Jesus himself 
used paradox to instruct his disciples, as evidenced in 
several of the stories that have been handed down to us in 
the New Testament. Such stories as the vintner who paid 
his laborers the same wage regardless of their hours and 
the prodigal son, are known as meshalim in Hebrew. 
These stories use the same method as Zen koans, posing 
situations with apparently unfair or illogical outcomes in 
an attempt to lead the reader to wisdom by discovering 
the overarching paradox. Interpreting these stories, with 
an eye to paradox forms the backbone … along with the 
complementary discussion of the Adam and Eve story 
from the book of Genesis, and the enigmatic image that 
Jesus told of how it is easier for a camel to pass through 
a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter heaven.  
      Through these challenging little stories and images, 
Christians may find that entering the transcendent realm 
of paradox is no mere intellectual exercise, nor is it 
reserved for those of Eastern religions. These stories can 
lead us to new insights …  

—Gregory R. Huth, Awakening, 6-7 

 
PRAXIS AND MEDITATION 
 

1.   Mystery and paradox are closely related. Mysteries 
turn into paradoxes, and a paradox holds together two 
opposite and competing ideas in mutual relationship 
without denying either. Read and meditate on Yeshua’s 
story in Matthew 20:1-16. This is an audacious story of 
Good News. How do you understand its paradoxical 
mysteries? 

2.   In both of the poetic readings inspired by Rumi, there 
is an invitation to come to the feast in the Kingdom. How 
do you respond to this poetry? Enter a time of deep 
meditation and read these as prayers out of your own 
depth. What is its voice telling you? What is your answer 
back? Read these as prayers every day for a week. 


