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Session I, Part I (Friday pm) 

Audio file may be downloaded from:   
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Future-Session-I-Part-I-edited.mp3 
 
The topic that we have chosen is compelling.  Many of us are drawn to this topic, the future 
of Christianity.  It is a complex topic and this has been in development for over a year.  I 
realized as I worked with it, it kept expanding on me so we will likely continue to work 
with this throughout this year and into the spring.  We need each other to work together; 
this is something we do as colleagues.   This is the right gathering of people.  This is not 
trivial pursuit.  This is our work.  The future of this tradition has been given to us as 
modern day wisdom sages.   
 
We are in the “situation room,” gathered to consider what must be done, what can be done, 
what the issues are, what the solutions may be.  We will put things on the table; try to 
clarify issues and to work towards possibilities and “solutions”.  We are approaching this 
whole question not from dogmatic Christianity but wisdom Christian. 

Dogma and creed have an expiration date, but wisdom NEVER expires.  So, if we have lived 
our sacred tradition based on creed, then we should not be shocked when the creed is no 
longer viable. But wisdom never expires ~~ it is always fresh, it is always applicable, it 
never dies.  However, if you equate Christianity with dogma, then we are sunk.   However, if 
it is focused on wisdom, then it is viable.    We are called to take a bigger picture than what 
we have grown up in Western Christianity since we have grown up in a limited view of the 
tradition.  What are these there streams outside a Western understanding of the tradition?   

http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Future-Session-I-Part-I-edited.mp3


Our world view has opened.  This is a very interesting point and place within the 
pilgrimage of the Christian tradition.  We are in a new place.  It is interesting and live within 
a very difficult, dangerous, challenging and meaningful world.   We are being asked to deal 
with this difficult world in a meaningful way?  What are we doing here in this time and 
place, within this tradition? 

Each sacred tradition has an answer to this question, a unique offering.  Christianity has a 
unique gift to offer to the Wisdom Tradition.  It can be shared, it can be used with other 
traditions just as we can reach across those demarcations and say, “oh, that is a beautiful 
answer, I am glad I heard that.” 

In a difficult world it is easy to move into a normal mode of protection.  It is not unusual for 
the sacred tradition to move into the normal mode of human protection -- anger or fear, 
fight or flight – you can feel those boiling on the planet.  Religious anger, religious fear.  But, 
both of these reactions reduce our ability to reach our potential and arrive at solutions.  We 
are going to see a difficult passage through this murky world through this lens of Wisdom 
Christianity.   

Wisdom Christianity suggests that one of the answers is that this is a “love story”.  It is a 
“dance”.  Rumi says, “Dance in your own blood”.  It is an adventure; it is the journey of the 
hero and the heroine.  This opportunity is a sacred trust. 

But, the situation is changed and we are no longer able to wear the lens of dogma but the 
lens of the Wisdom Tradition, dealing with a murky world, drawing from the ancient 
foundation/stream of Wisdom.  YOU must be the site, it is not in one person or institution’s 
head, and it is in YOU.  YOU are the site for this; every one of us is the site, the oasis in the 
desert.   This cannot be accomplished by the institution but through the work of the 
individual, contributing to the renewal of the tradition.  We are going to have to put “boots 
on the ground”.  This is ground zero, of recovery, of things we did not know about, the 
renewal of the tradition.  One of the great sacred gifts to the world is being renewed. 

This wisdom is reflected through music, music often points the way.  Sacred music across 
traditions allows people of different streams understand each other in a different way.  
This particular piece speaks to what we are about.  We are going to hear this twice, the first 
time do not worry about the words, pay attention on the impact this music has on you.  
Don’t be obsessed that you did not get the words since I will give these to you later.  This 
piece is both evocative and provocative. 

Meditation:  Raise Your Voices from the Earthsongs (CD) by the Secret Garden 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQhFkp84ltM 

So is that worth working for?  You may not have heard the words but you know the sacred 
power behind it.  This may reflect the deepest longing within the human heart.  Without 
that we perish, with that we move forward.  

This piece is a credible expression of modern Christianity, you can hear traditional roots, 
and yet it is moving forward.  What does it do to your spirit?    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQhFkp84ltM


It is uplifting, a heartbeat.  It makes you want to dance.  The words will say, that “all the 
world is dark and dreary, yet this is not the end of the story.”  This transcendent piece is 
“Raise Your Voices” by the Secret Garden.  There are roots in the past but there is much that 
speaks of the future, it speaks of a journey.  If we can keep this wisdom at the center of our 
heartbeat, we will be OK.  If we succumb to despair and depression then we shall be lot.  
Sometimes words can get in the way of “truly listening”. And, sometimes the words can 
help us participate in a different way.  The lyrics are:  

 



I am not sure how this was really created, but it was “downloaded” and the choir is the 
Chamber Choir of Ireland.  This music is moving forward, there is a root in the past but we 
are already hearing, winding our way to the future.  

So, we each have our own entry into this transcendent music.  We can listen to it over and 
over again; reminding ourselves that what is conveyed the journey we are on together.  
There are times when this is almost overwhelming and transcendent.  The words help 
make the experience immanent.  There is ascent, it is moving the listener forward, and 
there is another voice coming through.   It could support the “journey of eternal return” 
paralleling the Gospel of Thomas and the Hymn of the Pearl.  If we can keep this at the 
center of our heartbeat and not succumb to the depression of our situation, we will be OK.   

We had sent out an article with news links that document that the world’s systems as we 
understand them are changing.  It is clear that the political and nation state systems are in 
collapse, the economic systems are under stress and disintegration.  This parallels the 
collapse of Western Christianity, the system.  Will the tradition survive even though the 
system itself may die?  Is it possible for the tradition to be reborn?  The systems we have 
relied on in the West – religious, political, and economic is in freefall.  This can be 
frightening…one can react with fear and/or flight-fight.  ISIS could be considered an 
example of this reaction, in an attempt to hold on to the “past”.   

But to save a tradition, maybe you do not save “the system” that held it.  You cannot save it 
that way.  But you may be able to integrate things that have been set aside and recover the 
tradition. 

First step may be by re-integrating the two poles of the Christian tradition. The yin-yang of 
Christianity became upset.  It is possible to reunite parts that have been lost back together 
again.  Wisdom is integrative but not in the institution but in the individual.  YOU have to be 
the site for the integration, where you unite.  And, the way you bring things together and 
the way I bring things together may be different but together it can make things more 
stable overall. 

Could it be that the collapse is the bifurcation point so that what can hold together, what 
needs to be brought back together, can become more identifiable?  We do not want a new 
creed, we are tired of creeds, but what is necessary is Wisdom.   When something is not 
rooted in dogma but rooted in Wisdom, it is stable.  It is as true 500 years ago, it is true 500 
words from now. 

All sacred traditions are grounded in Sophia Wisdom/Perennial Wisdom.  Wisdom is not 
limited to time or culture.  They may express this Wisdom culturally, spiritually, socially in 
unique ways.  They are at their best when they are operating out of Wisdom and worst 
when they are operating out of their dogma.    

It is intuition, a different center from which to operate from, it is the praxis; it is being 
radically honest about where the tradition or the institution has failed, where it became 
self-deceiving.  But, when something overrides the original perception but one does not 
change one’s view or perception even given new evidence and denies higher truth, then we 
are in trouble.  We are not saying that the institution or organizational structure is not 



necessary; however, we also have to acknowledge things evolve in an integral way.  To try 
to do something without organization is chaos. 

Wisdom knows that we have to let both yin-yang, the bicameral nature, be attended to.  We 
need to honor and preserve that which is stabilizing but we are also willing to evolve and 
progress and not be rooted in concrete.  To say a tradition is dead means it is either 
refusing to progress or holding on to all the preserving elements. Wisdom knows how to 
balance the processes of progressing and preserving all the time.  We have to be wise to 
balance both sides of this spectrum, especially in a dangerous world where things are 
moving very fast.  Wisdom does not expire, it is not limited to culture, time, and it is stable 
over the long-term.  You do not put new wine in old wine skins.   

I want to move to a stabilizing force but we will need to let some things go to achieve a 
higher order.  We need to find a point of stability.  Christianity has evolved for 2000 years 
and was rooted in Judaism that had also changed for centuries before that.  The one 
UNCHANGING core of Christianity has been the paradigmatic person of Jesus/Yeshua.  He 
has been the paradigm by which the tradition is given its core and foundational but we 
have been stuck with the definition of who he is.  I am going to give you a passage and I 
hope this is paradigmatic (a lens through which you look at things, a figure that gives 
definition to this tradition).  I hope this text becomes a stabilizing point, but then I hope to 
make this point destabilizing as we work with it. 

Reading of John 1:37-51.   



 

Now, if you picked up a newspaper and you read a similar account, what would you say 
about him?  He must be psychic or crazy or he is doing something impossible. 

Here is the deal and it is easy to forget.  Jesus was “para-normal”, I am not sure what word 
to use but he was not a “normal” person and this has been a problem for us.  Is saying that 
he is human and divine an easy excuse?  He was telepathic, he was remote viewing and he 
is suggesting that they too would be able to do the same, seeing the future and he gives 
hardly any instruction.  All he says is, “come and see”.  What does this mean?  His emphasis 



is neither on dogma nor doctrine but he invites them into the experience!!  He does not give 
them anything to believe.  This inviting into experience is paradigmatic for Jesus and yet we 
change this into a belief about Jesus.  So the central figure of our tradition is not normal. 

So, Nathaniel’s response is that of a dogma trying to “fit” Jesus into a “box”.  Jesus responds 
with remote viewing – I have seen you.  Nathaniel moves to a religions statement/dogma 
but Jesus does not respond to this observation. He says neither “yes” nor “no” but suggests 
that Nathaniel will experience similar “para-normal” insights also in the future.  Jesus never 
asks for worship, he asks for participation.    

What could make a figure like this?  Whenever we get uncomfortable we put it “in the box” 
building a paradigm that removes us from being part of the process.  And yet our paradigm 
begins with “weirdness”.  We are called to experience this Reality, not to understand things 
literally and concretely.   

Is Jesus beyond normal?  If you are a student of this figure, can you expect to become 
paranormal too?  What did he tell Nathaniel? He said “yes, you will perceive this, 
Nathaniel.”  He has invited us into his para-normality.  What we quickly do is try to move 
back from this strangeness so we do not have to deal with this question.  Or, we just throw 
this out and just become prosaic about this, but this gets us nowhere.  But the bottom line is 
that Jeshua is manifesting a different kind of human being, he does not fit our paradigm, we 
have tried to explain it in numerous ways, but we cannot get away from it.  It is possible for 
humans to develop in this way.  The concept of theosis is part of the tradition but the clear 
understanding that we are called to be “like that” is not part of Church teaching. 

What will make you become a figure like that?  What causes human beings to look like this? 
We are at a conundrum; I have raised the issue because if we cannot understand this 
paradigmatic person of Jesus correctly, we are in deep trouble. The text, Quest for Gnosis, 
forces us to get outside of the box, I am not saying these examples were correct, but I just 
wanted you to get outside of the box.  The point that is being made today by many serious 
spiritual seekers is that we have been living inside of the box too long, and if we are to 
survive, we need to discover what allowed this awareness and presence to exist in human 
form.    How can this help to each of us?  

He did not ask for worship, he asked for participation.  He asked for evolutionary growth, in 
this text of John he invites you into it.    To walk with this Master is to move into this 
potentiality.   It is not about what we “believe” about Jesus, it is what transforms those who 
follow him with their heart and mind.  If we move past our egoic self, we are then able to 
live into this type of reality. 

In 2000 years, this approach of belief has not resulted in transformation. This is no longer 
sufficient or helpful.  In many ways it did not work and yet we are in a room of people 
where this sort of paranormal experience, intuitive awareness happens.  Might there need 
to be at this point a very rapid evolution of humanity?  What would that look like, how 
might that happen? 

Jesus was both paradigmatic and he was catalytic.  What you see in him is potential in you.  
To understand him is to have him catalyze this shift in you.  Clearly at the roots of our 



tradition, this is foundational.   You cannot take that away.  What can make this happen 
again, how can this way of being recovered?  We are being taught and are in the process of 
recovering this Wisdom.  The “weirdness” of him, is the “weirdness” that we are all called 
to become, to become that kind of a “human being” is what the world needs.  This essence 
is present within us, the potential is already there, it might be asleep, it might need to be 
awakened and we might need to practice very hard.  The potential is already there. 

The case that we need to make is that we need to change the being, and the being will 
produce a form of consciousness that will allow certain things to happen.  Christianity must 
do that otherwise we are just placing another expiration date on the process.    

So where do you stay?  This text might be a statement about “where are you”?  Yeshua 
invites Nathaniel and the new disciples into the place where he is.   We are called to the 
same.   

How do we practice this paradigm in a very troubled world? Don’t we all have intuition? 
Don’t we all have paranormal capabilities, but we just don’t practice them very much.  To 
embody the way of being of Yeshua, then we have to practice.  Might the key be that the 
future of Christianity is not in its belief system, it is in its practice. It cannot create a new 
belief system any more credible than the last one. 

Could it be that the way we practice our life is the key, it gives us potential we would not 
have if we focused on belief, dogma, and doctrine because these will not open the door for 
us.  And yet we have been hammering on this door and transformation has not occurred.  
The question is, does the paradigmatic figure give a clue – is it praxis or belief that shifts 
consciousness.     In this very murky world, what is that we are experiencing, what is it that 
we are beginning to understand that leads in this direction?  Even the scientific world is 
starting to support this underlying truth.  If the Kingdom of Heaven is within you and if the 
Infinite Realm is at the deepest part of one owns being, and you can go there, drawing on 
this Source, then you would be practicing Jesus.  The question is how do you do that on a 
daily basis in this very murky world generally framed within the religious “box”. 

Session I, Part II (Saturday a.m.) 
 
Audio Files can be downloaded from: 
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Future-Session-I-Part-IIa-
edited.mp3 
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Future-Session-I-Part-II-
edited.mp3 
 
Discussion of experience from morning chapel, focusing on music played from the Secret 
Garden’s album, Earthsongs, “Sometimes When It Rains”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFZhhw3QuuA&list=RDYZxiSauA4NE&index=2 
 
Sacred music may not necessarily be church music, but it touches us in a special way.  One 
of the theories of music is if you took the chakra system of Hinduism and use this as a 
template; music can be used to stimulate different chakras.  Last night’s music resonated at 
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the “crown”.  This morning’s music went to the “heart”.  Sacred traditions that are universal 
are traditions where music plays a major role since music has the ability to stimulate every 
single layer of being although not necessarily at the same time. 
 
A unique aspect of Christianity is that it expresses itself as a love story, as a dance, as an 
adventure.  Underneath is the theme of a “love story”.  What kind of love did you hear in 
this music?  There was a relational tone; there is separation and longing.  And, that is truth.  
If the sacred tradition is a way of telling truth about a reality, then this music tells us 
something.  The readings reinforced this; the longing is for us, for the Divine but also a love 
offering.  This experience weaves together a new way of expressing this freshness. 
 
What if our task together is to recover lost aspects, to recover the yin-yang of Christianity, 
to unify the Eastern and Western minds of Christianity and to create a unitive tradition?  In 
that case, we would move from the dogmatic tradition to the wisdom tradition.  There 
would be no “expiration date” to the tradition.   One of the issues to be asked is if by using 
another mind, could one understand the virgin birth, the Trinity and so forth in a new way?  
If grounded in Wisdom, there is no expiration date. 
 
Last night we read the passage from John’s Gospel that conveys this “paranormal” person 
Jesus dealing with “normal” people who are having all kind of difficulty.  In the text, Jesus is 
aware he is being followed, turns and then sets up a context for the work he is going to do, 
saying “come and see”.   The disciples have only one way of responding, within the context 
with which they were familiar (Messiah, etc.).  Some self-select, others Jesus selects.  His 
method intensifies as the band is gathered and he reveals his abilities ~~ telepathic 
knowing, precognition, and “remote seeing”.  The disciples keep trying to describe what 
they are experiencing and all Jesus says is “come and see,” come and experience.  At the 
very end he describes what their direct experience will be like ~~ the ability to see beyond 
the normal.  There is reference to the “child of humanity”, the multiple dimensions of 
heaven (ascending and descending) and so the very foundations of our tradition begin in 
this “paranormal” way.  To treat it otherwise is to diminish the power and what Jesus came 
to do. 
 
If the sacred tradition cannot do this because of its dogmatic structure, it is not the fault of 
the founder but of the “structure” which cannot create this reality.  So what is it?  What 
could it be?  I want to give you a little background, in Thomas 23, “Yeshua says, I choose you, 
one from a thousand, two from ten-thousand, and you will stand to your own two feet, having 
become single and whole.” 
 
I think all my life that this was true.  I have had the sense that I have not had a lot to say 
about this.  I had to consent to this but I was chosen.  I am telling you autobiographically 
that I got “chosen” but it was not always easy.  But, I could not walk away.  It is not by my 
volition entirely.  But, each of our relationships is unique with Jeshua.  Just as we interact 
with our friends differently, Spirit does the same.  Every human being is engaged with the 
Divine, but it is unique to the individual, uniquely tailored for you.  Do not worry that it 
does not look like someone else’s.   
 



The relationship between the individual and Jeshua is totally unique (kenotheism).  There is 
still collectivity and tradition; however, one should not compare one’s personal 
relationship with the Divine to another’s.  Logion 23 suggests that we are chosen in some 
way by Jeshua to be a follower, to stand up and become single and whole.  This passage 
from John suggests that individuals were called differently – some called out, some self-
selected, and so forth.  Each of us is called by this “paranormal being” although each of us 
will have a unique stance and relationship with this entity. 
 
There is one stream of Christianity that believes the gnostic path is evil and the work of 
Satan.  However, another understanding of the concept of gnosis is not heretical, in fact, 
Jesus was a gnostic. What made him gnostic and paranormal is that he “knew” things 
through direct experience.   

Unlike the way we define gnosis in the West (usually through the frame of the second 
century Christina movement}, there are many gnostic texts and there is a lot to discuss and 
a big academic controversy on this but we are not going down that path. 

However, gnosis is the Greek term meaning “to know “but it is used in a very interesting 
way.  In Paul, he adds a prefix epi-gnostic (usually translated as “knowing”) but by adding 
the prefix “epi” it implies “getting on top of something” or “surfing”.  What does that mean?  

Maybe we are the 21st cent Gnostics, neo-gnostics.   The truth is that there is knowledge 
(gnosis) based on intellectual knowledge but there is also gnosis based on experience.  The 
new form of Christianity will be based not on belief systems but on a direct experience.  We 
are insisting on that.  We are not trying to cram everyone into the same “belief” system.   

So, what are we doing?  I would like to give you an example.   Group exercise: Gathering 
experiences the different ways of knowing through knowledge (a believer) vs actual 
experience (direct) using the process of wine-tasting.  By tasting different wines and 
sharing ones’ experiences it becomes clear that although the wine being tasted is the same, 
each individual has a different experience of it and would describe the wine in unique 
ways.  This exercise points out that one must attend, pay attention and be open to a new 
experience.  Each experience in unique to the individual, it does not mean the experience is 
not valid or true.  It is also difficult to describe direct experience and each person describes 
their experience differently even when it is the “same” experience. 

Christianity over the last 2000 years was based on belief (doctrine and dogma) and 
discarded “knowing” (Gnosticism).  The Church was scared to death of the Gnostics; the 
Church did not focus on experience after the 1st century.  The Gnostic movement was 
threatening to early Christianity resulting in the development of the institutional church.  
Yet, experience trumps belief and we can benefit from each other’s experience if we remain 
open and are willing to listen.  This can enhance our awareness of the experience when 
others also share their unique way of knowing. 

So, we are all neo-gnostics.  It is not a way of intellectual understanding but of experience.  
Denominational orientation may be dying since Baptists tend to clump, Presbyterians tend 
to clump, but this is no longer sufficient.   People clump for good reason even in the 



spiritual life.  No good religion is going to be without its teacher, its teaching and it 
community.  All are necessary.   

In every tradition there is both a preserving function and a function of progression.  What 
are we going to preserve?  What are we going to let go of and move beyond?  Together we 
have to decide since we are the carriers of the tradition.   It is both dynamic and 
homeostatic.   

So all of this is introductory and we have had to lay some ground work.  So, just to be clear 
if we are moving away from a dogmatic belief system to Christianity where experience is 
key and to what end?  Wisdom Christianity, Gnostic Christianity, is interested in direct 
experience aimed, I think, at three things and these are foundational and important.   

The first has to do with the nature of human beings.  The premise is that human beings can 
evolve.  We are in evolution although our physical being is stuck, our inner being is not 
stuck but is changing, transforming, evolving.  The form we are interested in is a sacred 
tradition that is adding to the qualities of human beings.  These qualities of being or 
virtues-of-being raise the density of the human being, growing in him or her new qualities.  
It is really hard in a mechanistic world where you believe things are already set, no longer 
growing or changing, to grasp this and we often think of humanity in this way.  But our 
tradition says no, humanity is in transition. 

You can ask the question, what were the qualities of being that made Yeshua “paranormal”?  
What things were added to his nature that made him beyond what we consider normal? 
How did he acquire them?  Could we also rapidly grow these qualities as human beings?  A 
sacred tradition should be able to do this.  These divine qualities could be considered a 
“download” from the Divine, gaining a foothold in a human being and then growing and 
intensifying.  This is interactive, not passive, and it requires practice.   

What is needed in this reformulated Christianity?  A great sacred tradition will focus on a 
transformative experience to free a human being to evolve spiritually.  This is probably 
best described as if every human being has spirit but the domain of spirit is confined to 
space and time.  But, if you could reorient (metanoia) to the vertical, then the spirit could 
be freed of space-time and not be bound by this limitation.  Then, one can move from an 
awareness of only the small self to experience the Higher Level of Self.  This would free 
spirit from being bound to one domain.  This would allow it to ascend.  A sacred tradition is 
good if it can change consciousness and free the spirit.   

The fact is that this change has to be replicable on a daily basis; it is very particular for day 
to day things.  How do I engage my qualities of being, my consciousness so that it actually 
has effect, moving beyond my egoic programming?  In this case, sacred tradition is working 
and working well and I may not have even noticed it. Consciousness becomes more aware, 
outside one’s “normal” awareness.  With humility, there is a “knowing” outside of the 
rationale, logical, ego-driven knowledge.  When this happens we have a strong sacred 
tradition, one that increases the level of consciousness and produces wisdom, it is not 
based on “knowledge” and makes you freer and freer.  There is a difference between that 
and a “strong” religion.  A great sacred tradition needs to be creating wise creatures; 



wisdom is desperately needed in this messy world.  How can I experience beyond my ego, 
beyond my agendas, through the Sacred Tradition? 

One can look at this in three ways: 

First, there is a belief in on-going change and growth.  Divine qualities and virtues can be 
nurtured and intensified through work and effort as well as Divine intervention.  How do 
we help to rapidly grow the qualities of human beings?  Wisdom Christianity will be 
interested in growing qualities that have been latent, with an emphasis in developing and 
nurturing these virtues. 

Secondly, Wisdom Christianity will call us to collectively work to increase the level and 
intensity of human consciousness. We have not had a culture that respects this level of 
consciousness, actually downplaying it.  In the past, normal humanity has been astounded 
by Jesus’ abilities thus labeling him as “Son of God” assuming he is different than us in his 
essence.  This can be accomplished through the use of mind-altering drugs that allow us to 
drop ego-barriers but there are also spiritual practices that will accomplish this.   

The third thing is as consciousness expands, Wisdom results.  The text, The Quest for 
Gnosis, focuses on the expansion of consciousness but generally through the use of 
psychedelic drugs.  So, is the human mind typically so locked down that the use of drugs is 
the only way to break through those walls?  If we are dealing with consciousness, what are 
the ways of changing the nature of consciousness?  We should not avoid it but jump into it.  
Finally, there is a focus on freedom of spirit allowing it to transcend space and time, 
allowing it to be free from constriction.   

Wisdom Christianity is about praxis, praxis, praxis.  How can I engage all aspects of who I 
am so that change and transformation occur?  Fruits include humility (vs arrogance) and 
increased freedom and compassion.  Hopefully we have covered the foundation of Wisdom 
– Gnostic – Experiential Christianity – setting aside dogmatic structures with a focus on the 
paradigmatic figure of Jeshua. 

Before we do, I would like to overview numerous texts that I suggested and others that I 
did not but that might be helpful.  Those are listed at the beginning for this synopsis. 

There is a positive model of religion (religio) – it serves a function and that is to hold things 
together, to bind things together, to each other and to the Divine.  In Hinduism, “belief” is of 
little importance, it is a jumble of praxis and the mytho-poetic nature of the stories plays 
the highest role.  In Hinduism, there are multiple streams that co-exist including Buddhism.    
In comparison, in Ethiopia, there is only one religion, the Ethiopian Orthodox tradition and 
it works well, binding and underpinning culture and society.   

Religious traditions purpose is to bind us individually, corporately and to the Universe.   
The challenge to 21st century Christianity is that it no longer does this for many reasons.  
Spirituality is working although religion is not.  Here is the first diagram which is 
foundational and we will build on it.   



 

Every religion that is worth its salt, that is binding, will have three components ~ an outer 
rim, an inner hub, and spokes that join the hub and rim.  The wheel would not be useful if 
you removed any of these elements.  I learned this diagram from my Muslim teacher.  When 
I understood it I was so glad.   

Every religion has an exoteric structure that is fixed; it is what keeps that religion from 
flying apart.  It has to be strong and to some degree, rigid.  Along the rim of every tradition 
are things like its founder, its sacred texts, its rituals, as well as accepted behaviors and 



practices.  One can experience the religion by going round and round on the rim, but never 
experience the “spokes”. 

The spokes lead from the Ultimate Reality, the center, the hub.  This Center is where the 
power originates; it is from the Divine, the Supreme Power.  There is a way for the rim to 
know the Ultimate Center (at the hub).  This is through the spokes which represent the 
esoteric path.  It is through the esoteric path that you are led from rigidity at the rim to the 
direct experience of the Center.  All great traditions have these spokes but they may be 
hidden or perceived by those on the “rim” as false teaching/perspective.  However, religion 
will fly apart if the spokes, the esoteric path, are absent.  There has always been a tension 
between the rim and the spokes.  The esoteric path is difficult to herd, manage or control 
and this makes the exoteric form nervous.  If a religious tradition is to bind, is to be 
powerful, all three must be present. 

So you are called to practice the walk from the rim along the spokes toward the Center and 
then return back to the rim.  But the rim cannot be “mushy” either, it must be rigid so that 
is can get through the world and it is going to pick up a lot of crap while it rolls through 
history. 



In the three-dimensional diagram below, “The Wheel of Religion and the Tree of Life” is a 
portrayed as a sphere with the “wheel” lying on the horizontal access.  

 



We view this wheel as religion existing in time-space.  In this particular diagram, the rim is 
the religious structure.  But, this rim is not only the rim (of religious structure).  In this 
case, it is extended so that we must take into account all the other rims (religions), we can 
no longer stay totally isolated in our own tradition.  If a tradition is worth its functioning, 
we can use insight from other traditions.  We would be experienced in our own life, and 
incorporate other features from lots of other traditions.  Every person is at the center of 
this wheel because the Infinite is at the center of each of you.  As a new form of Christianity, 
our “wheel” would recognize that we have traveled along a historical form of Christianity 
but are now individually being informed by the experiences of others and other traditions.  
It has to be done with some care, there are issues to consider, and there are places where 
there are contradictions.  But, we have to understand the function of those in each 
tradition. 

If we expand the circle, we consider religion as the small wheel; there are more things 
beyond the immediate center reaching into the Universe. The spokes are each of the 
traditions coming into the individual, into their “infinite center”.   Beyond the external 
limits of the wheel is the “zero point field”.  The world of horizontal space-time goes 
outward to the “zero point field”.  And yet, even outside the rim, in the “zero point field” we 
are webbed to consciousness coming from there, affecting us.  The great traditions say that 
if you think matter-space- time, electromagnetic field, e.g., the zero point field)is all there is, 
then you have not even begun to understand or to know.  There will be dimensions beyond 
that and the vertical access which is at the center of the Universe is available to us at the 
core of our being.   

This leads to other dimensions and to other worlds inside of you, at your core.  This core 
moves “upward” to transcend space-time and “inward” infinitely.  Both are available... both 
inwardly and outwardly.  It is hard to depict this in a two dimensional model.  This “reality” 
is inside of you.   

Your world is a unity, it is not a jumble.  It hangs together. You can know it, you have access 
to it, it is beyond you but you have access to it.  You live in a Unity of Being; you have access 
to it as well as the amazing universe of space and time.  At the center of you, inside of you 
there is a point that allows you to access all of this, in all directions, from your innermost 
being.  You have input from the Universe, as well as your own unique perspective and yet 
you are always drawing from a reservoir of Ultimate Consciousness e.g., Transformative 
Consciousness (“above”).  This Consciousness is transcendent to your personal 
consciousness as well as drawing from the collective of all human consciousness e.g., 
collective unconscious (“below”) that is pooled and available.  You live between these two 
great oceans of consciousness and they impact your heart.  You can draw from these daily, 
you are at the center of it.   

Growing from this is “The Tree” of your own life and yet you belong to a great structure 
that is extended into every dimension of which you are a part.  You are contributing in your 
own way to this sacred structure that utilizes everything and has access to all of this 
wisdom.  The Wheel of Religion includes all of this; you cannot say “I am a Christian” but 
that “I am a citizen of the Universe”.  At this point in our evolution, we are given the 



knowledge that we are a site through which this living structure that comes as do all the 
energies.  One can choose not to actively participate in the process.     

It is too big a diagram to get on paper and I did not want to restrict sacred space in a 
narrow way.  We just cannot be constricted, we cannot know nor do everything but 
everything is available.  This diagram says you are not way out from the center, you are 
actually at the Center, it is all available to each person, and we do have impact.  It puts the 
emphasis back on praxis.  So, is there flow through the wheel, through the sphere?  Or is it 
shut down?  The diagram is to convey that transpersonal consciousness as well as the 
collective unconscious are both present and accessible and that our being is available all 
forms and all dimensions of being.  How we use it is based on our practice that we develop. 

Session I, Part III – Saturday afternoon 
Audio files can be downloaded here:   
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Future-Session-I-Part-III-
edited1.mp3 
 
Is it possible for us also to be prescient?  Is it possible that the Universe is cycling allowing 
us to be aware of more than we normally “know”?  It can…and does….happen on a daily 
basis.   In modern culture, we may consider these experiences as “paranormal” when in fact 
it might actually be “normal” and we have simply been conditioned not to accept these 
insights.  Sometimes we have to clear out the clutter to be open to other understanding and 
deeper wisdom.  Lynn shares an example from his recent experience in Ethiopia earlier this 
year.  Don’t we all have this ability in our way?  We can choose to pay attention or not. 

One could consider this as “paranormal” or maybe are we born “normal” with this ability 
but lose the ability as we are socialized to help us not be overwhelmed and swamped by 
input on time-space continuum. 

As we become wiser and more conscious, we become more aware of the flow of Love 
throughout the Universe and energy of consciousness.  We are carried, touched, made 
awake by it, and made wise by it.  Then, the question is “how do you practice it”?  What 
principals do you use?   

But before we go to that, I want to play a piece of music.  This piece is the same as this 
morning but with lyrics.  To its credit, Sufism takes the concept of love (Eros) way out on a 
limb.  They take that Eros and believe that one is capable with an erotic relationship with 
the Divine.  This passion is not necessarily sexual but it is passionate.  Jesus is speaking the 
language of Eros in relationship with God; there is a direct relationship with the 
Consciousness of the Universe.  This song seems to be about that: 

Earthsong by Secret Garden, cut 11 (with lyrics) – “Half a World Away”. , 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZxiSauA4NE&list=RDYZxiSauA4NE#t=23 

Is this true?  So, this is a very mysterious Universe, it is filled with longing and love, veils 
and separation but we are not brought into it with certain neutrality.  So the question is 
accessing, being guardians of wisdom in different planes, on different levels.  Let us imagine 
that as sages on this plane, bringing food/consciousness to the world on the horizontal 
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access, what is necessary?  What is necessary for people to awaken?  The question is about 
accessing it, as sages, part of work is brining consciousness, love, and compassion on the 
horizontal axis.  What should be the principle focus to those on the horizontal axis?   

So I have a sheet of seven pillars of wisdom.  There are the horizontal and the vertical.  
They may not be directly connected but they can be joined.   

In Proverb 7, Wisdom builds her house on seven pillars.  The handout outlines the seven 
pillars of wisdom (handout), what is it? How might it be applied? How might it be 
transmitted?   Within what context?  How might we have others come to understanding 
and to terms with it?   From this, what do I understand?  Can I speak it?  How might we as 
sages apply this?  How do we help people come to terms with these?  What is your thinking 
on this?  How would you apply this?  How and where and when would you transmit this?  
How would you help raise the level of consciousness…. how might these pillars apply?  
Individually there are real answers applicable to you, in a context for you and the circles 
that you work within. 



 

On Illusion:  Is this an illusion?  Is this “maya”?  So, if you read the book, Quest for Gnosis, 
this idea turns up a lot.  The world we live in is not real…but it is real too!.  The great 
traditions say this is “maya”, this is kind of a set-up, it has been set up this way so we will 
take it as real, we believe this is the most “real” thing.  The other pillars fall from this. 



One may have the illusion that I can exist without affecting the reality around myself.   Yet, 
my perception tends to drive one’s view/awareness of “reality”.  In this way, we “create our 
own reality”.   Reality is reflected in the subject/object perspective e.g., how we choose to 
perceive the world influences our “reality”.   

However, there is a difference between delusion and illusion ~ in one case you are not 
aware of the illusion, in the other case you know you are dealing with the illusion. Even 
though it seems “real”, we can take this awareness of the illusory nature of the world as just 
that.  We are trying to live “transcendent” to reality while living “in it”.  An example would 
be living as a two-dimensional flat-lander (circle) and not being able to see a three-
dimensional reality (a sphere) that is really “real”.  There is truth about a circle in flat-land, 
but that is not all there is, there is something beyond two dimensional understanding.  The 
circle is a shadow, a reflection of the larger reality.  Wisdom allows us to climb out of the 
“two dimensional” to a larger understanding.  There are many ways of conveying how 
dynamic and amazing Reality actually is.  We live with a smaller version of Reality, in that 
sense we are living in an illusion, in maya. 

What else in this exercise was helpful?  How could you use these principles, how can you 
transmit them?  How can you embody them and which ones would you embody? 

Through practice, through embodying these pillars, we change, we are transformed and we 
may transmit a different energy, energy recognizable as “different” by those around us.  
This allows for a door to open for us to share our path and perspective as “teaching”.  

We can help others through uncertainty by giving up control, by letting go of fear that can 
entrap and limit us.  Too often our “certainty” comes out of what we believe in, in our 
illusions.  Wisdom comes from a deeper understanding than just that of our “thought 
processes” and ego-driven awareness.  Patience and a willingness to stick with the process 
and to attend/be mindful is instrumental and foundational.  Our lifetime on earth is a 
“sacred task”.  Facing the uncertainty is part of our “sacred task”.   We have to learn to have 
faith in a “Loving God” and learn to practice this trust in the middle of panic and 
uncertainty. 

Principle number one suggests that life on the horizontal plane has been designed as a 
learning laboratory.    As we give up control we can learn how things really work.  Wisdom 
has a more relaxed position; it is not “stuck”.  We can contribute to the process, the 
laboratory as part of our journey.  We generally do not trust this very much since we are 
trying to control, to understand this is from our ego perspective.  Wisdom suggests that 
there is a broader understanding.  A tradition that takes this as a process, a spiraling 
process and is aware that we are contributing to the process is a different kind of sacred 
tradition.  

We have developed some premises about how we can reconstruct reality.  This is a set-up 
of how to recreate Wisdom.  Wisdom comes from experience, living out these experiences. 
If a Sacred Tradition moves into this space as a living tradition there is need for certain 
elements.   



In Buddhism, to having a living tradition you must have the Buddha, the Dharma and the 
Sangha.  In a really vibrant tradition there has to be paradigmatic structure.  I am going to 
recast these ~~ there has to be a template by which we can see our own selves and by 
which we can assess reality.  In Buddhism, the Buddha is a construct that allows us to 
weigh our progress against an “objective” reference.  Jeshua can act as the same but we 
must be really clear about this.  The term catalytic could also be used, the paradigmatic 
template igniting the process.  Jeshua as a paranormal person, as a template in the 
Christian stream, might be considered problematic from a traditional, doctrinal, dogmatic 
view.   This may be something to which we need to pay attention. 

Another element is teaching, the “dharma”.  Dharma means a transmission of wisdom, the 
teachings as teacher.  We have dealt with Christian teaching/dharma as dogma.  But maybe 
we actually have a mytho-poetical structure , a mythic narrative and poetic imagining that 
is really beautiful.  We have heard the stories literally in Christianity but maybe we need to 
hear the stories from a mythical-poetical structure.  Both Bede Griffith and Joseph Campbell 
are getting at this.  This is something that needs to be done.  So,  what are the great mytho-
poetical structures of Christianity, stories that are bigger than history…..one can consider 
stories of the Virgin Birth, the Atonement, etc. 

The Sangha is the community.   How the community holds the individual is important, it is 
necessary that the community is strong enough to sustain the tradition and support the 
individual.  There are synergistic aspects of a tradition.  A certain critical mass is necessary 
to initiate change.  What is needed in community to catalyze understanding?   What are the 
ideas and practices that sustain the community?  It is important to get specific about what 
is understood about the paradigmatic figure, to translate the story from literal dogma to 
mytho-poetic vision.  What would be the practices of a community that would initiate this 
transformative process and that would change the nature of the human being, raise 
consciousness and bringing forth transformation?  Does this make sense to you? 

So, the doing of this maybe occupies the rest of our work.  Certainly, as we approach the 
next gathering, for sure.  But, this has to be practical, it has to be a team effort. 

If we revision the dharma of Christianity, if it were more like a love story, than a belief 
system, what would we say?  If the paradigmatic figure was paranormal and could do 
amazing things because he has access to the Kosmos, everything in that Great Sphere, so 
that It could come pouring in, what would community look like that could shepherd that?   

We need to start with our own lives because this is where it gets worked out, the grist of 
our own experience.  If we apply our own experience and wisdom and bring it to bear to 
this new stream of Christianity, how might this be based on what we have learned?  So for 
our purposes, after we taste malbec and have experienced malbec, what do we KNOW 
about it?  A creed is about “belief” but what we are saying is “what in your EXPERIENCE can 
you take to the bank?”  What we might call Christian…about the community and its power?  
We have a tremendous amount of power and we are not tapping it as much as we could.   

This requires us to pay a lot of attention to what we have experienced.  But this experience 
is not without purpose.  We have come through a lot, how do we use this experience to 



inform the future?  I think the survival of the tradition may depend on this work.  We have 
resources and you have to start somewhere.  The seven pillars is an advanced starting 
point. 

What we want is to start where people can start, knowing that people cannot run before 
they can crawl.  But, we also need to know that their being is going to change, they are 
going to have more qualities, their consciousness is going to expand and this is a measure 
of growth.  They will be freer, their spirit will be freer, not caged. 

So think about what is it that we need, what is troubling, what is necessary to transform 
Christianity from a dogmatic form to a Wisdom tradition? 

Session I, Part IV_- Saturday Evening 
Audio File can be downloaded here: 
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Future-Session-I-Part-IV-
edited.mp3 
 
Meditation:  “Grace” by The Secret Garden 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRL27ApZ5sk 
 
This piece might reflect a melding of tradition and the transcendent.  What did each of you 
sense?  A processional, a wedding or entrance of royalty, majestic.  Pearls representing 
integration, bringing numerous elements into unity.  Flowing stream, green fields.  An 
underpinning of Bach.   
 
Was it intellectual music?  It is fairly intellectual music, it has elements of classical music 
but it is heard both from the intellect but also the heart.   
 
So let us do this, let us make a list, we are the council it the “situation room”, we have to 
answer what is necessary for our future work?  What needs to go?  What does Christianity 
need?  What needs changed?  Or, do we need to focus on relationship with the Source and 
with each other (in community)? 
 How do we “name” God?  Do we include The Divine Feminine image?  Do we include the 

Abba image or other patriarchal images?  Both images?  Or, are we better served by 
non-personifying the Divine, what kind of iconography/image is needed? 
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 How do we describe our relationship with the “Other” ~ as Presence or as the 
Kabballah does with the image of “God” as the Crown is at the top (a non-gender image) 
and below It,  “Wisdom” (feminine) and “Understanding” (masculine) 

 
 



 Salvation/restoration to fullness of being occurring in the now, not in some future 
time/place 

 A focus on both the teaching of Jeshua but also the power of healing, this does not mean 
“curing”.  What does the idea of “restoration” mean? 

 A need to answer the philosophical and metaphysical questions of “where did I come 
from”, “who am I”, “where am I going”, “what is my purpose”?  An emphasis on 
origination, this question is part of Sophia Perennis.  Is it from time-space, Sophia 
Perennis would say “no”.   So for example, Perennial Wisdom says “no”, we came into 
time-space e.g., from outside of it.   

 A focus on “transformation”, “enlightenment” and “metamorphosis” NOT a focus on 
salvation as traditionally defined especially by Paul’s teaching and the concept of 
original sin. 

 Discard the concept of salvation (particularly from sin) and refocus on “enlightenment” 
 Throw out the concept of redemption/atonement theology. 
 Who was Jesus – a Master?  The Cosmic Christ?  The only Son of God? 
 How do we interpret the crucifixion?  Literally or within atonement theology or 

metaphorically (mytho-poetically)? 
 Returning to the child-like state, honoring play as well as the child-within. 
 Is the human evolving to divinity or is the human already divine or is the human simply 

human? 
 How do we understand the concept of “radical” grace? 
 Re-examine the doctrine of “original sin”.  “Sin theology” is problematic and needs to be 

re-thought, it is a traumatic part of Western theology.  The concept of sin as turning 
away from God, a wrong orientation may be fine, but the idea of “original sin” is 
problematic. 

 How do we understand St Paul’s teaching? 
 What language do we use with careful attention to words and concepts and what they 

convey?  Do we use the word “salvation” or the concept of ”restoration”?   How can this 
be inclusive of both those who have been wounded by the tradition as well as those 
who find grounding in the historical concepts? 

 Include a respect for other spiritual traditions, accepting religious pluralism. 
 Focus on the key concepts of Beauty, Love and Compassion.  
 Discard the concept of waiting for the end times although focus on the restoration of all 

things (apocatastasis). 
 Discard the “traditional” cosmology of heaven, purgatory, and hell. 
 Include an emphasis on Spirit, the core of everything. 
 How do we interpret “Sacred Scripture”?  What symbols do we use and what do they 

mean?  Literally, historically, or through a mytho-poetic lens?  Do we include additional 
texts?   

 What is worship?  To whom/to what is it directed?  Is it necessary? 
 Do we need to throw everything out and start over again…or can we “save Christianity” 

by patching it back together?  In this process, have we “morphed” the tradition so that it 
is no longer “really” Christianity? 



 How do we embrace “Mystery”?  How do we communicate the working of this Mystery 
to others, this Wonder that is difficult to explain and understand? 

 

Session I, Part V, Sunday Morning  

Downloadable audio files at: 
 
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/Future-Session-I-Part-V-
edited.mp3 

We have considered the aspects of institutional Christianity that have created both the 
“positive” and the “difficult” qualities of the Western tradition.  We have benefited from 
experiencing the tradition as part of our journey.  We are aware of what we have come 
through and we will never go back from where we started.  However, we cannot go back to 
our starting points, but have benefited from having been through these past experiences.  
Rumi says now is a “joy but not a sorrow” although we have experienced trauma and pain 
from our involvement in the institution.   

Yet the question remains how do we benefit?  And, how do we move forward?    

So this is Rumi’s take on the direct experience… 

God has given us a wine so potent that it delivers us from self-consciousness and allows us to 
leave the confines of our narrow world. 
But, there are thousands of other wines that can take over your mind. 
Do not think all ecstasies are the same. 
Jesus was lost in love for God and his donkey was drunk on barley. 
So, drink from the Presence and from the heart of the saints but remember every object, every 
object, every being, is a jar full of delight. 
But, be a connoisseur, drink with care, any wine can get you high. 
Judge like a king or queen for the purest, the best, the one unadulterated with fear or with 
some urgent self-interest. 
For the wine that we need most is our own life’s blood aged in the barrels of time.   Drink that 
wine and move like a bee moves from flower to flower.   
We would give up everything, everything, for just one glass of that wine.  
We would give up ourselves for just one sip of the wine of one’s own life that has been aged in 
the barrels of time. 
 
So that is what it means to be a gnostic, to taste our own experiences, there are ecstasies 
and difficulties but this is a heady, heady experience.  What it means to be a gnostic is to 
taste, to deliver us from our EXPERIENCE, to know from a deeper awareness of what is 
REAL.   

What we have now is a Presence not an absence, what we have now is a taste that can 
deliver us from our small self-consciousness and allow us to leave the confines of our 
narrow world.  The diagram we used yesterday points the way to our larger Self.  We are 
being called into living the first Logion of Thomas:  If you are searching, you must not stop 
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until you find.  When you find, however, you will be troubled.  Your confusion will give way to 
wonder.  In wonder you will reign over all things.  Your sovereignty will be your rest. 

So, I think that is what we have been doing ~ searching, finding, becoming troubled, 
discovering wonder and amazement, and then the living of it ~~ the mastery.  If you 
discover something you must practice it to become a master.  In practice, it becomes so 
much a part of your being that it appears effortless.  So that is our trajectory; that is what 
happening to us.  So, we get to experience both the aging process, the lifeblood in the 
barrels of time, is this long aging process and at one point the wine does not taste very 
good.  If you tap it too soon, it is terrible.  It takes time and maturation.  So that is where we 
are.   I like that, we have a lot to work with and a lot of things to do.  I would like to outline 
what we have to do and how we can respond.  And, we sort of have to make some decisions 
about that.  

One of those decisions is how are we going to access that Presence that is available to us,  
coming to us from almost every direction since there is Presence in everything?  And so 
there is Presence in everything.  We underline that word because it is so strong for so many 
of us.  We are not experiencing an absence or a philosophical stance but something 
intimate, alive and powerful we are experiencing a Living Presence and this is the way 
Thomas starts.  I think we can all say we are touched about it.   

Let me read another poem by Rumi, this one is about Presence: 
An awakened lover speaks directly to the Beloved. 
You are the sky that my spirit circles in, you are the love inside of love, you Presence, 

Beloved One,  are the place of my resurrection. 
Although I have lost consciousness of you many, many, many, many times still I have 

this longing for your listening silence.   I have this longing for your life quickening smile.  I 
have this longing to be the window of your eye and your ear.   

You take notice of my suspicions and my doubts for  you give attention to everything 
even the smallest details my impudence, my intentions, you know the coins of my exchanges 
with you are often counterfeit but you accept them anyway.   

When I was apart from you this world did not really exist for me nor any other.  
Whatever I was looking for in them was always, always in me.  And now I see that this is the 
true religion.   

Everything else beside it is just some bandage that we throw away.   
This is a gathering of friends, even of slaves and masters dancing together. This is the 

voice of non-being speaking.  But, are these words or are these tears?  Is weeping speech and 
what should I do in this spreading union of lover and Beloved?  Neither words nor any human 
act can fully express all of this.  So day and night we sing these songs in the cave of 
phenomena, lost hidden together inside this Presence, inside this friendship. 

But dear souls, wait, nothing can be hidden for long.  Love’s secret is always lifting its 
head out through the veils to declare to us, I am here, I am here.  This is the true religion. 

Rumi, adapted by L Bauman 

 



Rumi knows something that is way beyond our rational mind, our intelligence; he goes 
right to the heart of it.  It is a, it was on the board last night, it is relational, it is a 
relationship with Presence.  This has been the genius of the Abrahamic traditions.  Rumi 
finally expressed it so dramatically that one cannot say “no”.   That Presence is there for 
each of us, phenomenally intimate, it is both transcendent and immanent.  

So this group also picked up this song, it is popular, it is a love song.  When I listen to it 
more deeply, I realized that you can go through relational experiences on the human level 
and yet in back of this experience stands the grand story, the Love of Presence.   This song 
is also a great love song that speaks to both the human experience and the experience of 
the Divine.   Although in the “pop” category it can also be heard as “sacred wine”.  It is 
sacred song that resonates with Rumi.  “Always There” Secret Garden,   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm7ejzJ-gM4 
 
There is a range of experience of the Divine and this experience is both ancient and 
modern.  This could be heard as a pop romance song but it can also be heard as a sacred 
love song.   It holds something and catches something about Presence in a modern way. 

Let us put the discussion from last evening back into some form.  Christianity was never 
monolithic, it flowed in different directions but became a tradition from Yeshua’s teaching 
to his students.  There was never an unfiltered Jesus, his teaching was always filtered 
through those who followed him. There were streams the flowed east and west from 
Palestine.  We are the inheritors of the Western stream, our stream flows primarily through 
Paul, the primary interpreter to the Greco-Roman world.  So, the primary filtering of the 
Jesus-story was through Paul in the West as well as the teaching of John (on the left hand 
side of the diagram).  These texts became our privileged texts although not all the texts 
attributed to Paul and John were actually written by them.  These two streams talk to each 
other although they did not always agree.  

Then there were two streams that went East.  The early Jewish Jesus stream went to Arabia 
and it has been recovered after having died to the west.  This Jewish stream was led by 
James/Ya’akov.  This stream went to Arabia, then into Northern Africa (including Ethiopia) 
and East into southern India.    

Additionally, there was the Oriental stream, expressed through an Aramaic/Syrian frame of 
reference which includes Thomas, Philip, and Mary Magdalene (right hand side of the 
diagram).  This stream went all the way to India and China.  Now, we find ourselves more 
comfortable with the right-bottom stream in comparison with the streams on the left.  
These Eastern streams are cogent, relevant and speak to a different understanding of 
Yeshua. 

Now that we have everything back it is confusing.  Realizing that the Pauline stream is not 
the only stream, that there are other cogent, powerful and relevant teachings, can be 
problematic.  So now we are trying to make sense out of this new awareness, how to 
integrate it with the new streams of which we have become aware. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm7ejzJ-gM4


 

 



So, here is something to think about, the interpretive stream of Paul/John sucked into itself 
the Roman empire, absorbed the early church and the result was an organization and 
Western Orthodoxy with a focus on control, right thinking-wrong thinking, etc.    For 
example, Zeus become Jesus, Aphrodite became Mary.  A whole theology went out the door, 
replaced by a new theology.  The Empire insisted on consistency with the formation of the 
councils of the Church and definition of orthodoxy. 

Today, the tradition has experienced a crisis of this way of understanding; it is in “the 
hospital”.  The question is “why”?  We have to figure this out as its caretakers.  Is the 
Western tradition in triage, in the ER, on hospice, in undertaking or are we in mid-wifery?   
Something has to die before something new can be born.   The message of God’s love 
trumps the traditional western message that you are a sinner, you are going to hell.  
However, atonement theology and doctrine of original sin continues to be a prevalent 
message in many faith communities.  In contrast, there are small groups of people 
gathering as spiritual community in homes,  exploring other forms of spiritual practice and 
supporting each other in community.    

If we said this is a paradigm shift that involves all three ~~ the “Buddha” (Divine 
Presence), the Dharma (teaching and belief), and Sangha (church/community).   When a 
paradigm shift occurs, something old dies and maybe an appropriate burial is needed, so 
that the community can put out new growth and be transformed.  It may be that the 
denominational churches die and yet we can nurture the wisdom of the tradition.  We need 
to be attentive to what needs to be let go, what needs to be nurtured.  When the paradigm 
shifts from the “dogma Jesus” to the “paranormal Jesus” there will be new understanding. 

The second shift is in not retelling the same “old story” (that of sin, atonement) but that all 
traditions are a reflection of the “myth of eternal return” at a personal level.   This is the 
universal narrative, all sacred traditions have a piece of it or all of it.   

What if Christianity is really about the myth of eternal return not “about” Jesus?  In the 
Western creed, Jesus was sent to earth, born of the virgin…what if this is really about each 
of us and not just Jesus?  What if you were part of the Trinitarian dance?  If we did that we 
would be reading the western narrative through “the myth of eternal return”, putting all 
the familiar pieces in a different order.  We can still honor Western tradition without 
throwing everything out.  The reason for reading Joseph Campbell’s and Bede Griffith’s 
books was that they discuss this in their writings.  What if we read/understand the story as 
a personal journey of departure and return but not completely discard the foundation?   
How would I understand the doctrine as a psycho-spiritual metaphor for my personal 
journey and experience?  Take time in the next month to re-write “your” story.  Bring it 
with you. 

The paradigm has shifted from “belief” to praxis, praxis, praxis. Belief will not be 
transformative but praxis will.  Transformation does not happen intellectually but through 
the eye of the heart.  The Seven Pillars of Wisdom that I handed out yesterday was “dharma 
speech” coming through Abrahamic stream, through Sophia Perennis, through Jesus and so 
forth.   



If we are wisdom practioners, we have to start with the young ones, those who are just 
entering the path…recovering Christians, someone just discovering the Wisdom….we need 
to work with people where they are.  In pastoral ministry, it is easy to race ahead of other’s  
capacity to hear.  Sometimes we need to start at the beginning.  So, before we speed 
forward, let us start from a beginning point. 

From Handbook of Practical Wisdom is a chapter which addresses “fear” because it is 
germane to the problem we are discussing.  Before we gather again, work through the 
chapter, “Freedom from Fear”.  When we gather again, we will work through this.  It could 
be considered “pre-Christian” material.  And here is a sealed envelope, open this when it 
appropriate (no more instruction on this).  We will also work with this next time we meet. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 


