The Future of Christianity
Spring 2015 – Session 1 – Feb 27 & 28
Recommended Reads:
“The Self Actualizing Cosmos” – Ervin Laszlo
“The Bond with the Beloved: The Inner Relationship of the Lover and the Beloved” ~ Llewellyn VaughnLee
“Quantum Theology” ~ Diarmuid O’Murchu
Friday Evening: Audio file is available at http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Feb2015-Friday-pm-edited_01.mp3 We are in the second part of our study and it was clear to me last fall
that we had only just begun in discussing the future of Christianity, this sacred tradition of 4000 years; it
is in our hands…in OUR hands. Tonight, we are going to bring everyone up to speed from the weekends
in fall 2014 and then turn to new material regarding practice. We are responsible in a certain sense; we
are responsible for saving a tradition from extinction. But, what are we saving? I think this piece speaks
to this question. We listened to this piece of music last fall but it speaks to the Wisdom that we are
saving. This is a relatively recent recording; it is truly beautiful “Raise Your Voices” by the Secret Garden.
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By going around the room, what are you aware of in the political, the religious, the personal world, what
are you feeling inside? What do you feel about the present and the future? The community offers the
following observations:



















Struggle, disharmony, discord but that does not diminish my hope; there is awe and wonder in the
disturbance – and I want to be here when the Light comes.
If I focus on the day-to-day news I can become upset – but most of the time there is joy and
happiness.
There is a general loss of meaning within civilization and yet I know something is going to be
revealed although I do not understand “why are we going through this”?
Life is messy – but with the mess comes beauty; I move between deep sadness for the world and yet
great joy for life.
I feel mixed emotions about a world in turmoil – both joy and personal gratitude but anytime there
is a changing world there is turmoil, that has both positive and negative aspects, I see the potential
of great joy.
There is a seeking of wisdom as to where to put myself and my resources that will touch and really
impact the world because there is so much I cannot change but there are some things I can or can
“add to”.
Creation is so much bigger than humanity and all shall be well, there is a bigger picture that I do not
grasp.
Humanity has always had dualistic thinking, tribal thinking, what has changed is that technology has
made everything faster but at its core, not much has changed.
Change and transition is never comfortable or fun, birthing anything new is hard.
It does not take much or many people to help make a major change in the world.
I can see things to be both pessimistic and optimistic – there are amazing things that are happening
even though they may not dominate the news. I find a lot to be optimistic about and realize this is
not the end. It is an exciting time to be alive and the potential to bring together the great wisdom
traditions is phenomenal.
In some ways things have not changes but in other ways the world is a wonderful place and I am
optimistic – kids today are so much smarter than my generation.
Sometimes I feel despair and confusion but my personal life is so wonderful, I am very happy
although I think I should do more, do something more, to make a change so the world will be better
for my son and the future. Sometimes I do not feel like I am making a difference and that my
generation has made a big mess for the next generation.
Small changes can result in major changes in the eco-system; small changes in social structures and
our personal lives can do the same.
I feel a conflict because when I read the news it hurts so badly to see what we do to each other and
because people are unconscious they are mean to each other.
There is a sense that humanity is split between those who are still trying to build their ego and those
who are waking up and becoming conscious.

The more conscious and awake you are, the harder this is. Our level of sensitivity is quite high; we are
picking up on things that make it difficult to live into. Everything is intensifying; it feels like things are
revving up even though we do not know what to make of it. The energy is increasing, the intensity is
increasing. Why is this?
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The Abrahamic tradition had a hunch, an intuition, about the flow of history, it is moving toward an
omega point – an apocalypse – and although it sounds negative to our ear it actually means an
“unveiling”, a “stripping away”. Things are being stripped away, things were hidden; now there is a
sense that the world is rising and at the same time, collapsing.
There is an arising of consciousness, of goodness, of responsibility and the question is “what could we
do”? And yet every year we add 8M tons of trash to the ocean leading to a collapse of ocean systems;
ISIS is destroying artifacts dating back 4000 years. So we feel inconsequential, helpless…but I want to
save that idea… since I think it adds to a sense of paralysis.
The question is “what can I do”? We are at a very interesting spot, aware of what is collapsing but also
aware of responsibility to make the world a better place, a purpose and mission. When things are most
in chaos, one can do the most good with the least effort – the “butterfly effect”. Both feelings are true
and we are called to live in this intensity, at the change of human history, to live into this crisis point.
Will we survive the collapse, how will we survive the collapse?
ISIS is not new, this has been happening since the dawn of the time. This is not different than the
Spanish Inquisition. But, at that time I could not have a butterfly effect on the situation since I did not
know about. Technology is now in the middle of this raising of our awareness. We are called to live in
this moment, in one of the most interesting historical moments of human history. We are called into
deep pain and anguish as well as deep joy and hope at the same time.
The question is what do we bring and what do we have to bear? I want to put this on the table. Unless
we can see the context in which the future is occurring, we cannot see clearly. I do not think the answer
lies with the institutional church but it does lie with us who are called as part of the assembly of those
who are a spiritual path, a community of seekers who discern where and how to act, who want Wisdom
to show us how and where to act. In order to act with integrity and wisdom, we need a frame of
reference. When we talked in the fall we used an image of a mandala that looks like that on page 4.
The outside frame is that of Holy Wisdom given to the planet, Sophia Perennis. We have the
opportunity to bring traditions together; Sophia Perennis is the basis of this wisdom. We come from a
spiritual cosmos not a physical cosmos, animated by Spirit, super, saturated by Spirit. Matter came from
Consciousness, not the other way around a concept that grew out of the thinking of the European
Enlightenment. Yet modern physics has come back to this understanding that Spirit comes first. This
gives hope for the world. Laszlo’s book suggests we live in a cosmic matrix and modern science supports
this idea, a network that is so united you would call it “super coherence”. It is packed. Modern physics
suggests the material world floats on this super-packed energetic world. It is in tight relationship. The
material world we see is just “foam on the ocean”. If you are super-sensitive, the cosmic matrix is
talking to you all the time; super-coherence is impacting you since reality is holographic. This being in
touch with all of it is called “non-locality” in modern physics. The cosmos is in perfect balance, the sea is
in perfect balance although the waves may be crashing on the surface. So, what we see on the surface
does not accurately reflect the reality which is peaceful, calm, flowing. We are called to take “vertical
action” in a horizontal field. The “wave action”, this apparent chaos, is distracting us from the calm,
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super-coherence beneath the surface…and this is the way the Universe works.
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Contemplative practice is necessary to access that part of us that lives below the surface, it is the way to
access super-coherence, to change our focus from above the surface to below the surface. Only the “tip
of us”, the tip of the iceberg, is above the surface, and that is what we usually are aware of and yet
Wisdom is available to us all the time. When we tap this Wisdom, we can have a calming effect on the
surface. Don’t go to sleep, wake up and THEN move across the horizontal with attention to the depth so
that you are not overwhelmed and paralyzed. To the degree that Christianity has been about the
agitation on the surface instead of the depth of the silence, we have lost touch with that which can
sustain us.
2500 years ago on the planet there was a shift, the Axial Age. At that point, human consciousness
changed. And although evolution is slow, there is a moment of massive change known as “punctuated
evolution”. The Axial Age would have been an example of that, when humanity began to wake up. Now
this image reflecting the Abrahamic journey (and the second frame of the mandala above), is “The Icon
of the Visitation of the Angels” by Adrej Rublev.
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This “knowing” is at your doorstep, at your table, giving hospitality to that strange kind of “showing up”.
These are messengers from the super-coherence. This is what our tradition believes. Our spiritual
ancestors received these messages – “you are going on a long journey”, “Sarah, you are going to have a
baby in your advanced age”. It shifted a primordial tribal mind-set to a different awareness of humanity
and Spirit. You give space, you “surf the energy” and you allow there to be conversation between you
and this matrix of information.
So we are resurrecting a certain awareness, we descend into the womb of the Mother. This awareness
that we are able to move into, that quiet place, to move below the surface, is present to all of us if we
are listening. I do not know what is going to happen to each of us but I do know that as we receive new
information we are required to serve this “crazy sea”. Where should you throw your weight? Simply,
what can you do today? The only way to destroy evil is to do as much good as possible.
What kind of super-consciousness inhabits Yeshua? Is it possible for this super-consciousness to be
available to us? 2500 years later, we are being given instruction. Each of us is a site for this revelation
and the active energy is Love. We are called to do as much good as possible, to bring Love into each and
every moment as best one can.
The Bible is a record of a people, a tribal, primordial group of nomads. But what Spirit has done to this
people is transform them into one of the most wise and intelligent “tribes” on the planet. It is a story of
Spirit evolving humanity. We go slowly until we reach a point of “punctuated evolution”. I do not know
how it is going to happen but I am just “hanging out”. But we have the ability to connect and the
responsibility to connect and use this Wisdom for the work. There is a tension between this and our
trashing the planet yet modern science indicates there is interconnectivity and relationship throughout
the creation.
The third frame is that of the modern/conventional world that has technical advanced and yet we are
trashing the planet. We thought the universe was a mistake or by chance and yet modern science says
this is not so. In the middle of the mandala, you have the circle, the heart, the cross, the star and the
crescent. Tomorrow we will start there and I hope to bring a whole new way of looking at it.
Saturday morning: Downloadable audio file can be obtained here: http://www.theooow.com/wpcontent/uploads/2015/03/Future-Feb-2015-Sat-am-after-edit_combine_.mp3
The largest frame in our mandala is that of Sophia Perennis, Wisdom which fell like rain upon the planet
at the start of the Axial Age. It presented differently across cultures – in Europe (Greek and Celtic), in
the Far East, in the Near East and maybe in the Americas (it was the same although we do not have
written records).
The second frame is the lineage to which we belong; it is the multiple lineages of the Abrahamic and
Jesus traditions. We are now trying to see it through the lens of Wisdom not through the lens of dogma
because dogma has an expiration date and over time it will go sour. Dogma cannot sustain us but
Wisdom can because it does not have an expiration date, it evolves, it changes. When Wisdom hit the
Semitic world, it went from conventional, shame-based religion to an enlightenment religion where the
vertical access came into full play. Humanity had access to the Divine directly and not through the old
shame-based, conditional, conventional point of view which was “to obey or be punished”.
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When enlightenment hit the Semitic world three things happened. – (1) the prophetic voice clearly said
that the sacrificial model was not God’s desire. It stood up with Wisdom, like the book of Job which is
chaotic, it is not easy, and it does not always make sense. (2) The world is filled with ambiguity, how do
we live in a wise way in a chaotic world (Job, Ecclesiastes)? (3) Finally, the Jewish mystical voice
(Kabbalah, Merkavah) became present. The conventional world never caught up even to Jesus’ time.
Even at Jesus’ time these aspects were not integrated into the conventional side of religion and Jesus
was crucified because this is what he tried to convey to his followers and the establishment. I want you
to hear that mystical prophetic voice; this will be our opening meditation. This is a Loving Voice but it
also critiques us. It began in the Hebrew world, came to the Christian world and then moved into the
Islamic world. It loves us but also critiques us.
Morning Meditation from Vastearth Orchestra from the CD, Green Bird, “Theophany of Perfection”
Tracks can be found for purchase at minimal cost: http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/vastearthorchestra2
Track can be listened to at http://www.chrisbrierley.net/#!__vast-earth-orchestra
That is the pure prophetic voice, the distillation of our tradition, it is as clear as you can get. If we say
the Abrahamic tradition is about punishment and reward then we are not hearing that. This is the voice
that was originally heard 2000 years ago. If we could hear this voice, then we would hear the best of
our tradition. If this is not our future but the carton of sour milk then.
A voice of “God without us will not and we without God cannot.” This is trying hard to put that into
words, this is the best of our tradition. There is nothing but God, there is only Love. It is Everything.
Living into Love trumps speaking it and we will move into this later. What follows on the audio is the
community processing the piece for about 12 minutes.
Religion looks like the image on the next page, it is a wheel and there are a lot of undesirable elements
that stick to the outer rim as it rolls through history. But, that is the outer world and yet a wheel
requires a rim. The rim provides structure and some rigidity to help form the container. However, if you
live within the rigidity you will eventually begin to look for a way out. You will either get off the rim and
fly off into free space or take a path to the Center. This second choice is called a spiritual path, a
mystical path to the center.
Jeshua is a teacher of interiorized Judaism, he says, “hey, you are doing all the outer stuff and you have
forgotten your heart!”
The path to the center is the mystical path and every religion worth its salt has a path toward the
Center. The path is not the critical element but allows the power from the Center to move toward the
rim. The mystic is the carrier of the Wisdom and may be in conflict with the rim. And yet, in carrying
this Wisdom, Wisdom can be transferred to the rim.
The Wheel images on the following two pages blew by us in the fall seminars, but I feel very committed
to this idea. However, this two dimensional diagram just does not communicate what is going on. The
way to see this wheel in its full form is multi-dimensional.

7

Now, consider the image below but lay the wheel on the horizontal plane. We exist on the horizontal
plane in a physical reality, a historical manifestation. The wheel takes on the structures of the world and
every religion is relatively right – relative to its culture, its civilization, its time. No religion has the full
complement. Every tradition has a piece that another does not. So for example, Native American
spirituality has Earth Spirituality which Christianity does not.
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So imagine that there are multiple horizontal layers. The first horizontal layer is a green layer to
represent the physical reality where we live, the earth upon which we live. Our physical body is in the
physical world. This physical reality is then overlaid with a (yellow) social overlay of relationship and
commitments. Your socially constructed world is very complicated and lies right next to the earth.
But then you are a unique combination, sandwiched in between the physical and social worlds, you are
a whole interesting combination of all of these factors and each of us is different. You can get totally
involved in what you think is “reality”. It will take up 24/7 of your life. Then, you have all your projects
that overlap and entwine this world, integral to your sphere. You stay very busy through all these levels
and your life is busy and in a mess. It then appears that this is the reason you are on the planet. This is
the “flatland”. Most of us spend the majority of our time dealing with that.
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But religion comes along rolling over the “flatland” and says “that is not all there is”. Imagine this
flatland and now imagine a ball (representing religion or spirituality or enlightenment) rolls over the flat,
horizontal surface as a metaphor for transcendence, for other realities to the “flatland”. This “ball”
touches flatland but it is greater than the flatland. Yet flatlanders see the ball rolling across their reality
and the ball/religion only touches the “flatland” at a very small point. The flatlanders can only see the
point where ball touches them, they cannot see the whole ball and so construe what they
see/experience is the whole picture which is, of course, inaccurate.
The other thing that a flatlander can see is shadow and light. If one shines light down upon the ball, all
those on the flatland see a shadow of the ball, a circle, but they still do not see the whole ball. A circle is
two dimensional, it has ball-like characteristics, but it is not the same as ball. So, everyone in flatland
says, “oh, I know what religion is, it looks like my viewpoint from the perspective” (which is based on
where the ball touches the flatland and the shadow it casts in culture and society). However, you
cannot grasp the “ball” through the “point-perspective”.
As all great traditions say, and as our tradition says, “What is the matter with you? This is not all of you!
You are 100 times more than that!” But our response is “You do not know how much I have to deal
with, I cannot take time for anything else.” And, so we often miss the deeper reality and fail to grasp
the larger truth.
However, the Wisdom tradition says that the Kingdom of human reality looks like the diagram on the
next page (page 11). Where flatland touches the “point-perspective”, where the individual stands up
into the vertical plane, is called malkuth (The Kingdom). Malkuth sits at the base of the Tree of Life. The
Kingdom of human reality has numerous dimensions. The diagram below is the Tree of Life; it stands
upward into the vertical plane but is rooted in the horizontal. It is difficult to understand each of these
levels. Still, there is human form, a shadow form, behind all these levels. The “true self” embodies all of
these levels. This is what is calling us.
Now return to the diagram on page nine, the horizontal plane is “you” but the tradition says that inside
of you is a Tree of Life (page 11). The Tree sprouts from a seed that has been planted at the core of you
and if you will nurture it, it will grow into the Tree of Life. And, it wants to grow higher and higher, along
the vertical axis until THAT is you. Yes, the flatland is a reality but YOU are more than that, your world is
that of the Kingdom, not just the horizontal flat-land.
The Tree of Life sits in the matrix of Ultimate Knowing and Being, and you, you can draw down from the
Cosmos, through the “Tree” (the individual’s participation in the process, growing vertically,
transcendent to flatland but still rooted to the flatland-horizontal plane of the physical earth-the social
world- the individual personality). When you do this, there is super-coherence.
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The wheel is also you and sits in the matrix of Ultimate Knowing and Being. You can draw down into this
horizontal reality the nourishment of Unitive Consciousness. Simultaneously, the “tree” (you) is rooted
in the horizontal, growing toward the Light. Only leaves can create through photosynthesis so accessing
the Light is necessary for this to occur. Creation cannot happen at the roots although nourishment is
pulled through the roots from the earth/flatland to nurture us in the horizontal plane. Still, we need to
be connected through the vertical to the larger Cosmos.
The question is, “how much time do you spend in the flatland compared to the attention/intention that
one gives to opening to the Cosmos”? Our inner life is like the tree, you have access to the vertical
plane through your heart, not your head.
So now we are starting to understand what dimensions are available to us. We have only been taught
that religion is THE answer. Yet, it is only a partial understanding and repeatedly gets turned into the
perspective that “my circle/point” is correct and “your circle/point” is not. Thus, the tension between
religions and dogmas and this “shadow form” of religion is where we generally live. ISIS is an extreme
shadow form as are fundamentalist streams of all the major religions.
Since we spend most of our waking time in the flatland, we are not generally accessing the Wisdom of
the Cosmos through the Living Tree. When we do, those around us often think we are strange,
unorthodox or crazy.
As the Tree grows, the roots grow more deeply and the canopy also grows larger. The immanent and
transcendent aspects of the vertical plane also access you, and this is another meditation in and of itself.
Jeshua describes this in the parable of the mustard seed, a tiny seed becomes a large plant. Not only are
you a “tree” but you belong to the Great Tree of Life; all of humanity is also connected to the Great Tree
of Life. This concept is pictured in every great civilization – in the Mayan tradition, in China, in the
Middle East, in India.
The Tree of Life sits in the matrix of Ultimate Knowing and Being. When you draw down from the
Cosmos, through the “Tree”, then this is super-coherence (e.g., the individual’s participation in the
process, growing vertically, transcendent to flatland but rooted in the horizontal {flatland-earth-social
world-personality}).
The wheel is also you and sits in the matrix of Ultimate Knowing and Being. You can draw down into this
horizontal reality the nourishment of the Unitive Consciousness while simultaneously the “Living Tree” is
rooted in the horizontal, growing toward the Light. Only the leaves can create through photosynthesis,
this cannot happen at the roots. But some nourishment is also pulled through the earth/flatland to
nurture us in the horizontal plane and is also connected through the vertical to the larger Cosmos.
The question is, “how much time do you spend in the flatland compared to the attention/intention that
one gives to opening to the Cosmos”? Our inner life is like the Living Tree, you have access to the
vertical plane through your heart, not your head.
So now we are starting to understand what dimensions are available to us. We have only been taught
that religion is THE answer, and yet it is only a partial understanding and repeatedly gets turned into it is
“my circle/point” is correct and “your circle/point” is not. Thus the tension between religions and
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dogmas and this “shadow form” of religion is where we generally live; ISIS is extreme shadow form as
are fundamentalist streams of all the major religions.
We spend most of our waking time in the flatland and we are not generally accessing the Wisdom of the
Cosmos through the Living Tree. When we do this, those around us often think we are strange,
unorthodox or crazy.
As the individual Living Tree grows, the roots grow more deeply but so does the canopy. The immanent
and transcendent aspects of the vertical plane inside of you are another meditation in and of itself.
Jeshua describes this in the parable of the mustard seed, where a minute seed becomes a large plant.
Not only are you a “tree” but you belong to the Great Tree of Life and all of humanity is also connected
to the Great Tree of Life. This concept is pictured in every great civilization – in the Mayan tradition, in
China, in the Middle East, in India. It is a Sophia Perennis image. Jeshua was constantly speaking from
this access, from this understanding.
For example, Meister Eckhart, Christina mystic, lived at the same time as Rumi and Ibn’Arabi and they all
speak of the Divine Presence similarly and often use the same phrases! Super-coherence of the Cosmos
came through them, often in the same way but in different languages…German and Arabic!
There are many ways to visualize this. The vertical axis can be visualized as a tree, a human standing-up,
a ball… we will consider other images after lunch.
As a metaphor, there is this idea of multiple levels and many branches of a tree absorbing the Divine
Love and sending it down into the horizontal plane. Yet, this also requires there are substantial trees
well rooted and with a large canopy to capture the Light. A sprout can do this in a small way but the
impact will not be the same as that of a great tree. So, it is necessary for individuals to grow into the
form of a “large tree”.
The tree metaphor works especially when you consider that a tree becomes a nesting place for birds and
birds in many traditions are metaphors for angels. And, the word for angels actually means
“messengers”. If we embody the Tree of Life, then this allows communication up and down the vertical
plane But, if all you know and experience is the “flatland” then this communication cannot be realized.
If religion or spiritual teaching does not awaken humanity to the reality of super-coherence, to the
larger Cosmos, and the individual’s ability to tap into this, then it is dead. It does not mean it does not
reflect some level of Truth, but it is not living into the potentiality of the Cosmos and the Tree of Life.
Every person has the seed planted within them. Whether it grows or not is to a large degree left to the
individual to decide whether they will remain a flat-lander or stand up into the Cosmos.
Even so, every metaphor is not perfect. Yet, this image of the tree growing from the center of the wheel
is non-local, fractal, metaphoric, in perfect balance and super-coherent.
Jeshua was unique because he was a super-coherent individual who realized his Divinity and was able to
live it by heart. His view was counter to that of the religious structure of the time.
If we are going to move toward this awareness, this reality, if we are going to access this, how are we
going to bring this reality into being?
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As more and more individuals stand up into the vertical, the horizontal becomes fearful and afraid. But
more and more individuals are standing up, awakening and tuning into the vertical plane. Today, the
experience of ISIS is similar to that of the Christian Inquisition; Islam is waking up to this. And yet, egoidentity is necessary to navigate the horizontal reality but one needs to pay attention to the pattern of
the ego so that one can clearly understand the impediments that blocks one from “standing up” into the
vertical plane and awakening to the Divine Self. It is more challenging and complex to live on the planet
grounded in the horizontal and yet reaching to the vertical plane than just muddling around on the
horizontal plane where one is under the false understanding of “reality” and “life”.
Saturday Afternoon: Downloadable audio files is available at:
http://www.theooow.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Feb-2015-Future-Sat-pm.mp3
Before we begin, the next time we meet the format will be very much oriented toward visual and
auditory experience. The Hymn of the Pearl (which comes from the Thomas tradition) will be our
template. We will send it to you in case you wish to read ahead.
Many of you know this wonderful being; this is an icon of Rumi. I would like to devote our afternoon as a
follow on to the teachings of Jeshua. We love Rumi because he takes the teachings of Jeshua and that
vision of the Universe and continues it. The Abrahamic world has many riches, we love Rumi and yet we
have lost a lot of what he “got”. In Arabic there is the word of “rouh” that can mean breath, spirit,
“that which is”, “you” and Rumi is pointing in a Sufi way up to the Transcendence.
So we are going to chant this and then we are going to play another segment from the music of this
morning. We heard the prophetic voice this morning and we will hear the mystical voice this afternoon.
We will hear another voice later on, not today, one that is beyond belief. I think what is being expressed
is at the heart of the Christian world as well, and if we do not get to it, then we are missing most of what
Yeshua was conveying.
Many of you know this chant, it is very easy – its meaning is “there is nothing but You. We will chant it
both in Arabic and in English, reflecting the visions both of Jeshua and Rumi. (This introduction is
followed by community chanting followed by music from a CD by Vastearth Orchestra, Greenbird, track
entitled: “Wrist of the King” based on the Rumi poem, “Leap Free of the Cage”. Tracks can be found for
purchase at minimal cost @ http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/vastearthorchestra2
That was poetry through Rumi and it has the same sweet invitation, it has the same voice and it is calling
humanity and not just in the prophetic way. The music this morning started in this place, this one ended
right there. There is an invitation to soar, to fly, and not just be caught in the slog. The poem and lyrics
suggest that we are called to fly, to leave the swamp (the horizontal plane).
When I began to work on this project, I worked with many different streams drawing material and one
of them was Buddhism. I do not live in the Buddhist world nor am I practioner but most of us have
experience with some aspect of Buddhism – in sitting meditation, in tonglen, sitting in silence, all these
are reflective of Buddhist sensibility, practice and aesthetics.
In Buddhism one of the things that is said is that it is transmitted to humanity through the Three Jewels.
In Buddhism, there are Three Jewels that are key. These are the Buddha (wisdom teacher), the Dharma
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(the wisdom teaching) and the Sangha (the community of practioners). Buddhism cannot exist without
these three, the wheel of Buddhism. And, yet, we have basically the same three elements
In considering this model and the future of Christianity, we would arrive at “the Christos” (the Anointed
One), the Wisdom (teachings) of Jeshua, and the beloved community (and its practice of the two
previous elements). We started down this track last fall; we got a certain way down it and as I have
continued to think about it, I realize there is more that we need to access.
So, we are going back through this, next weekend working heavily on this, and working today on this,
and then our last session together we will be focusing on the practices of the community. That is where
the rubber meets the road.
But we need to start with the founder, understand the founder and take us away from the Nicene Creed
and the things it “says” about Jesus so that we then “experience” Jesus. The experience of Jesus is the
key. The idea of Christ is equivalent to the concept of the Buddha, to be filled with Light (Buddha) and
to be anointed with Spirit (Christ) are not far apart conceptually and are both paradigmatic. Jesus sets a
new mark for humankind. It does not say as we were taught i.e., that Jesus is unlike us because he is
God (and we are not). Jesus actually said just the opposite. Jesus as a paradigmatic figure raised the bar
and actually showed a path toward reaching this state of consciousness. Jesus was super-coherent,
super-saturated with the vertical dimension, a dimension that is full of Spirit, full of Light and full of
Love.
The question for me has been “what are the teachings of this figure”, “what are the teachings of Jeshua
that point toward his own experience”? One of the ways to start is to imagine his early childhood. And,
he was not like a lot of other kids. Although the Buddha was not like other children either, he grew up
royalty, rich and protected and then chose to leave that life to seek enlightenment. Apparently, Jesus
had a similar experience although he was poor not rich. The strange thing about his upbringing was that
he was likely an outcast and probably called a “bastard” all through his childhood. His mother’s history
was well known and this was repeatedly thrown in his face (“we know who your father is...”) and so this
taunt was probably heard most of his life, he was living at the margins of the social order to some
degree and had to deal with that throughout his life. I am sure he was loved and well taken care of by
his parents. But it is true that he did not follow the conventions of his own family life. For example,
there is the story of his leaving his family during the festival in Jerusalem for several days. He showed he
had his own mind as exemplified by his presence in the Temple having conversations with the teachers
on deep issues. He was very clearly precocious and unusual in his search even as a child. So, he was
called a bastard, this is clear in Thomas (“the one you call a bastard…”) although it gets scrubbed down
in the canonical gospels. When he is an adult, he hears “we know who our father is.” and he responds,
“Abba”.
The term “Abba” is a term of endearment, it expresses a loving relationship. There are other words that
are a formal term for parents and words that express intimacy. You can hear them both in the Middle
East. His calling God “Abba” is not normal since it is a term of tender intimacy and of deep love. Jesus
has awakened to his true paternity; this can be seen in the Gospel of Thomas and into the Gospel of
Philip. So, Jeshua awoke to his true identity. What we need to do is to capture in our awareness what
that might be like.
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So, like I did for the model up here, I have really been working toward ways to express these higher
truths visually. Sometimes we need to get “out of heads”, and words can trap us there. We may need
to experience ideas (and words) in a new way.
So I have an image, I want to let you sit with it and then I will give you a personal copy. We are going to
start with that. We have a very strong image of The Buddha but we have a harder time imaging Jesus.
For The Buddha we have the image of him seated in meditation and for Jesus we do have some images
of him as a blond haired, blue eyed man. But, we need to better experience Jesus in his calling to God,
in his understanding of his true Self, his true Origin, in his expressing a true relationship of awakening.
What we need to do is more deeply grasp this Higher Awareness and yet we do not have a good image
of Jesus that conveys that. However, this image by Boris Pelcer may help us better grasp this. Image
shown is available on line:
http://www.borispelcer.com/images/projects/supremeconsciousness/BorisPelcer-Enlightenment.jpg
So what do you see? (Group discussion ensues about the image, what individuals see and experience
for roughly 10 minutes.)
So, we need an image that helps us perceive what it means to be “anointed” – by Light, by Spirit, by
Love. We have not really had an image of what this breakthrough might have been. This may help us
better understand that why when he spoke, he spoke from a central core that might have “looked”
something like this. He is called out of the horizontal into the vertical plane. But in the current stream
of Christianity, we are not allowed to consider that we too can have access to this connection and yet
we can.
When I first saw this image, I was stunned. The figure is held in the gaze of the Beloved, and the figure is
“standing up” in the vertical, saturated with Light and Spirit. Named by the artist, “Enlightenment”, it
could also be named “Abba”. I do not know the artist’s background, this art copy has more contrast
than what is on the wall but we need to be able to image the experience that compelled Jesus to a
different level of understanding. You have to get understanding out of a prosaic kind of box. What was
it that compelled him, it was something like this. Both the Buddha and Jeshua try to explain their
experiences and yet words fail. Yet, clearly there is something going on. Jesus said, “come away, come
away, I know how to get there, you can come too”. This goes against the normal rhetoric of the West
that says “you can imitate his behavior but you cannot have his experience, his relationship with Abba”
There is may be some danger in using an image to connect us to a deeper understanding if we then get
locked to the image. Still, we need a starting point and iconic figures help us see through to the
experience, but one is not to attach to the image itself.
So, paradigmatic means there is a “lived-out model”. What we have had in the West, I am going 100%
full bore here is that Jesus was unique and unrepeatable. This is an important point. We are told we are
not like him; no one has ever or ever can be like him. And yet his message is, “come with me”. We have
made him the second person of the Trinity, we are to be like him, and then are told we cannot, this is
crazy-making. We are told that he is the ONLY son of God (and you are not). So, we have this catch-22
dogmatic structure that wants to say something important but actually fails to do so and ends up as a
sour carton of milk. So people end up so frustrated by it.
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So what we might say is that he is a template, a template of the iconic form. It is not unique. We need
an image that communicates what it means to be “anointed”. This image is an icon of the template
form. It is not unique and is the heritage of all human beings – the breakthrough, the standing up, the
reaching out, the falling into the gaze of the Beloved – these are all correct. They are a correct
template.
When we are dealing with the Anointed One, The Christos (The Buddha of our tradition), this is the
paradigmatic template for our experience. If we cannot present that then I think we have no future.
And yet we can present it and it is clearly in his teaching. He repeatedly says, “come with me, I will show
you, you can do this and more”.
Jesus was unique and unrepeatable but we have contradicted his message – he is the second person of
the Trinity, you can never be like him (but you have to try anytime all the time). In fact, Jesus is both
paradigmatic and catalytic, helping to change the nature of our relationship with the Divine. He acts as
a change agent then and still does. He helps change the nature of our relationship so that it looks like
this image by Boris Pelcer.
How does change continue? Our praxis as community needs to support that. And so here is what
Jeshua is trying to do catalytically, the reason he was the way he was is just another way to convey the
tree we had in our model of the wheel this morning. He is eyeball to eyeball with the Divine, in a gaze
with the Beloved, in true relationship. Pelcer’s image conveys the relationship, the standing up. It is an
iconic image of the relationship. That is what makes the Abrahamic religions so interesting because they
place you into relationship with the Divine. It is not just theology. Abba puts you square in that
relationship.
I think both the Abrahamic and Vedic faiths are ying-yang, both are beautiful but they need each other,
they complement each other We need both fullness and emptiness, we need abstraction from the
(small) self but also needs intimacy with the True Self. I would put them in a type of dynamic
relationship.
Now, if Yeshua is a paradigmatic template who is experiencing a vertical breakthrough and teaching us
to breakthrough, what are going to be the results? If religion does not make this happen, then it is
soured milk.
I believe the first catalytic result will be to Increase the level, the volume and the quality of
consciousness which shifts you away from “normal” human consciousness/awareness e.g., how much
are you processing and how are you processing the information you receive? You can be aware of
information sensory but you can also understand intuitively and through the heart.
I think what happens with experience along the vertical access is that our consciousness increases. I
want to be clear that consciousness is changing, I am very aware of it and I am surprised by it. We are
able to be aware of things that occur in a non-local way (Jesus seeing Nathaniel under the fig tree in
John 1:48, this is “paranormal” and we do not have a good place for this in our paradigm.) So the new
human being has access to this. We see reality through a set of filters but as consciousness increases,
the relaxation of the filters allows more to enter but without causing us to become imbalanced.
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Secondly, a catalyst will promote new qualities of being. So as an example, we have two vessels here
that will work, two cups. Both do the same function. Which has more quality? Quality is obvious even
though both are functional and doing their job. So we know quality. Is one better than the other? Can
this cup change in quality? Can a human change in quality? So, could a catalyst increase love in a
person, reduce selfishness, increase wisdom? Although some of this change is in-the-moment, every
soul is evolving. (Consider Jesus walking from the Garden to the Cross, one moment he was in despair,
one he was in Union.)
How does quality increase? Three, there is growth of spiritual freedom. We have the opportunity to
move catalytically all along the spectrum – consciously, quality of being can increase, freedom of spirit
can increase, and we can become freer and freer human beings. Yet you see people trapped in their
social conditioning and their prejudices. This misery can be alleviated. You cannot necessarily grow fast
although you know growth is possible. Catalytically, this is possible
So Jeshua acts as a catalyst for these three things. If religion is not making helping these occur then it is
a false religion…a carton of sour milk because it is not catalyzing these things. Jesus is a paradigmatic
figure because he is showing you what it looks like when the quality of consciousness rises (I saw you
under the fig tree); when the quality of being increases (Jesus transcending his agony in the Garden,
Mark 14:32-42); when he is free from prejudices of his society and religion (reaching out to the Greek, to
the tax collector Matthew, to those at the margin).
Spiritual growth is up and down, it is generally not a steady state. Jesus spoke out of a place of stability,
but for all of us to say we have reached that point is disingenuous.
James spoke to fear, he said we are in a very troubled world. Jeshua said it (perfect love casts out fear).
Paul said it. Fear can control.
I want to be very specific that Jeshua was changing consciousness and changing the qualities of being. If
this change is on-going in a person, then they are clearly moving to a freer state. If they do not display
this freedom from conditioning, from egoic programming, then they are not experiencing
transformation. Once you experience transformation and discover this freedom, you have to be careful
how you express this freedom – it can come across as frightening or as arrogant. If you show qualities of
love or tenderness, it is typically well received but even then. But freedom is very frightening but when
you go against the religious programming of this society it is very frightening – taking in the outcasts,
loving the traitor. This was threatening in Jeshua’s day and not much has changed – the power brokers
of the time said “you have no right to go against the tradition” or the cultural norms. But Jeshua was
able to do this because he had awakened, and he show us how have these energies also.
Jeshua broke through something that was extraordinary and invites us into the same path. He is
catalytic, paradigmatic, and para-normal. Why? Because he pulls from super-coherence into his own
being. As a Master of this path he can catalyze this in you and me. We can be a student of his wisdom
and we also can actualize this hidden potential. This is the evolving form of humankind and could it be
that the crisis we are in is needed to bring about that change?
Second of all, you could say that he showed us various stages of a Light-formed being – so, matterformed vs Light-formed. The Light was switched on. Transfiguration is the picture of a Light-Filled
being. Post-resurrection is the model of a Light-Formed being. So, we have maybe two images.
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He had access to the Tree of Life experience and he used it without the ego complications that most of
us experience. My guess is that his experiences of childhood drummed it out of him, it was so dramatic
that it dealt with his ego issues, getting this complication out of the way early. He speaks of this in
Thomas L68 (“Blessed are you when in the midst of persecution, when they hate and pursue you even to
the core of your being, they cannot find you anywhere”) and L68 (“Blessed are those who are
persecuted into the depths of their heart. Only there will they come to know their true Father and
Source”) which are central to his teaching and likely autobiographical.
So, a couple of more images:
Image 2: We have this one ~ he names it, naming it “Abba”, an endearing term. He chose that word
because there was a wound because of that issue. He stood up into the Cosmos, he drew from the
Cosmos. An icon or visual image can push us out of our normal way of seeing. As a Light-Filled being,
he pulls from the matrix of the Cosmos.

Image 3: Might be all of us united to him. (Image not available)
Image 4: Consciousness begins to evolve from our DNA structure and out to the world and to the whole
cosmic structure. (Image not available).
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Image 5: Finally, there is this image that of Spirit anointed to Spirit. John called this “The Logos”; the
image around his eye is the image of the Logos. He was called the “anointed one” and he offers us the
same.
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You are just seeing the first of a set of images because it may be that we cannot understand this
Wisdom without iconography.
Image 6: “The Anointed One” who offers us the same.

Image 7 & 8: These two are the Star of David in three-dimensional space. (Images not available)
Image 9: The Tree of Life beginning to be formed inside of us. (Image not available)
Image 10: This might be the fully formed feminine. (Image not available)
Image 11: And, this is in image form is what Rumi was saying in his poem,”Leap Free of the Cage”. We
also have the icon in music from CD by Vastearth Orchestra, Greenbird, track entitled: “Wrist of the
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King” based on the Rumi poem, “Leap Free of the Cage”. Tracks can be found for purchase at minimal
cost @ http://www.cdbaby.com/cd/vastearthorchestra2
We have a poverty of seeing, we have to push beyond the poverty of our sight, to open up ways of
seeing that we have not experienced before. These are a new form of iconography. I am going to show
you one more, This is the opening Logion of the Gospel of Thomas. What do you see?
Image 12: (Image not available) In the background is the Pantocrater (the oldest known icon of Jesus
from St Catherine’s Monastery on Mt Sinai) holding an orb. In the foreground is also an image of DNA
which in modern life is a symbol of life. We might consider that Jeshua is offering us DNA along the
vertical axis, connecting us spiritually to our Source. In the opening of Thomas, Thomas says these are
the secret teaching of Jesus and those who grasp it, will experience life. This image suggests that Jeshua
is offering us a way. It is wisdom but it is also an invitation. It involves not just our physical DNA but also
our spiritual DNA. It is super-coherent. If you saw the original image (which you also saw in the prior
image with the fire), in this one Jeshua is occluded a bit, he is reaching to us through the veil. This is the
dharma, this is the teaching.
Spiritual DNA already belongs to us; it just needs to be given birth. The anointing is ….ok, I will show it
to you, this is not fair but I will do it anyway.
So, the central figure is the star and I showed you representation of it, around it are these six states of
wisdom that Jeshua starts to tell us about in Thomas L2. The top one is search, then find, then trouble,
then wonder, the reigning and finally, rest. These are the six states in the dharma teaching of Jesus.
This is not fair because each of the figures should be contemplated. So the first image is that of
searching. One is walking toward Light, you are alone and the horizon is suggested but not clearly
present. So, we get to do this over and over again, if you are seeking. You are always in this state. The
DNA is our Divine heredity. So, you see you are getting it. This is what an icon can do; it can push us out
of our prosaic way of seeing. These images are dharma teachings and I wanted you to see at least the
beginning of them.
As we close, two things, as an assignment. If the Western tradition has a creed that is dogmatic and
inaccurate, what replaces it? I want you to think about it. If you took the Nicene Creed, and hear that it
is not about Jesus but it is about you, how would it change your understanding of the Creed? What
happens if you take Jesus’ name out of it and put yours into it? What this does is turn dogma into a
mythical structure that has iconic and mandalic vision. Those six states from L2 are in my mandala.
I have been creating my own image/icon to express this understanding and challenge you to image a
mandala that captures this dharma teaching. So, in mine I have the Star of David, the six states,
surrounded by the dogmatic structure which you can look at in a limited way as only about Jesus OR you
can take as positively about all of us. Before next gathering, I would like you to take the Nicene Creed
and make it about you. Substitute your name every time Jesus is mentioned, substitute “beloved
community” for church and substitute “Abba” for every time God is mentioned. This is what has been
experienced in my mandala. Bring your version to the next gathering.
So, we started with science and we end with science. Laszlo talks about everything being in evolution:
the world, systems, institutions, and sentient beings. All living systems evolve. He says that in these
evolutions things are changing – change can be slow across species over long enough distances of time
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and then you discover that change can happen in a punctuated manner from time to time, with change
occurring quickly. The key thing going back to the theory of evolution is that species do evolve but
transformation does not come from the dominant structures within the system. For example, dinosaurs
even thought they were the dominant creatures at that time, collapsed because they could not create
change.
Laszlo says change does not come from the center; change does not come from the dominant center.
Change comes from the margins. We are always trying to get the church to change, but it is will not
happen. It is likely that ultimately it will collapse. (Draws a large dinosaur on the board). Change does
not come from that although downward causation forces change to the margins. The little furry, micelike creatures that scurried around the dinosaurs, these small “marginal” creatures took hold.
The key to evolutionary change is out on the margin, not in the center. This catalyst lives inside of you.
Let the system take care of itself. You are the change agent. You are the mutants in evolutionary
science, meaning the individuals with whom the new possibility has already presented. Mutants feel
inconsequential and out of step. And yet change agents are the alternative ways for the new structures
to evolve and ultimately change the reality. Yet, you feel the opposite. Many of you said it last night, “I
am hopeful but…” This is the way evolution takes place. The potential is present, how it is manifested is
guided by Higher Wisdom.
There is downward causation where change is forced downward AND there is upward causation. Those
systems that have the power of downward causation have the power but there is no impetus to change,
they are collapsing. The whole of reality feels the trauma but may have different reactions. Fear is
present, the dominant structures stomp around intimidating and then the mutants pull back. But we
can respond in a different way. If we listen vertically we will know where to put our limited energies. As
individuals, we can help the change but when combined with the whole of the community, much can be
accomplished.
Let us shift the metaphor to a bee hive and the bees. An individual bee is inconsequential but it is also
critical to the life of the hive. However, the hive is aware of the criticality of each bee. There is also
something called “hive consciousness” which guides the whole community in terms of function,
relocation and division of labor. When the hive makes a decision to do “X”, all the bees go. Higher mind
is having a huge effect on the community and the individual bee. We are in the experience of having the
“hive mind” influencing us, we are aware of it, but do not recognize it. Each bee contributes to the
decision making, it is almost democratic, but once the corporate decision is made, then there is on-going
community decision-making. So, that is what is happening to us. We are disturbed. We are mutants,
the dominate structures are probably not going to survive but what we do matters. Maybe we are much
like that…what we do matters.
So next time we gather we are going to work with the Myth of Eternal Return, through the text, Hymn of
the Pearl. It will help us answer “who am I” and “why am I here”. We will do this with imagery, through
reading and with music. The third time we meet, we will be focusing on praxis.
General Announcements:
Trip to Ethiopia, Sept 14-30, 2015. Estimated cost is $3300 including international air from DFW. Single
supplement is $450. Contact is Hermann Vigil. Small group travel of 14-20 pilgrims. More information is
on the OOOW website on the Resources page at http://www.theooow.com/resources/
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Preparation for March 2015 Weekend:
Reading recommendation: “The Self Actualizing Cosmos” – Ervin Laszlo
Next meeting in March, we will be working with “Hymn of the Pearl” so this will be sent out to
registrants, you may want to read ahead.
If the Nicene Creed of the Western Church is dogmatic and no longer relevant to our understanding of
Jesus and the Divine, how might it be heard differently? If the Nicene Creed is not just about Jesus, but
it is about YOU, what would it say? Sit with the Creed this month, turning it into a metaphoric, mythic,
mandalic structure about your journey. Go on line or to a hymnal or Book of Prayer and get a copy of
the Creed. Substitute your name for Jesus; substitute Abba for God/Father and substitute beloved
community for “church”. Then, turn your understanding into Wisdom, into an image, into a mandala.
Bring your mandala to the next weekend.
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