
Recommended books and writers during the week: 
“KABIR: Ecstatic Poems “translated by Robert Bly. Beacon Press, 2004 
Love Poems from God: Twelve Sacred Voices from the East and the West, by various, translated by 
Daniel Lewinsky 
Rilke’s Book of Hours, Rainier Maria Rilke 
The Essential Rumi, by Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rumi, translated by Coleman Barks 
Poetry of William Stafford,   http://www.poemhunter.com/william-stafford/ 
Rumi: In the Arms of the Beloved, Jonathan Star 
Saint Symeon, The New Theologian.   http://www.onelittleangel.com/wisdom/quotes/saint.asp?mc=300 
Tao Te Ching, Translated by Jonathan Star   http://www.taoteching.cn/index.php/tao-te-ching-
translated-by-jonathan-star-2001/ 
The Conference of the Birds, Farid ud-din Attar 
http://sufibooks.info/Sufism/The_Conference_of_the_Birds_Fardiuddin_Attar.pdf 
Contemplative Recitations: Private Readings for Public Prayer, edited and adapted by Lynn C Bauman 
 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ARCANUM 3 & 4 – MEDITATIONS ON THE TAROT 

Ward:  Arcana 3 & 4 complete a set, with 1 & 2; they are foundational to the rest of the text.  The 

material requires engagement of the teaching through application and practice, engaging the material in 

a real and lively way. 

Lynn:  Highly concentrated text. Spirit has concentrated this information, Sophia Perennis, a stream of 

wisdom through cultures and civilizations, has been brought to a synthesis of streams of contemplative 

wisdom.   We will unpack this concentration; it is ancient and modern, universal and particular.  The text 

demands integrity and attention to understand and absorb it.  The text wants you to sink into it and 

engage it.  The flow of recurring perennial wisdom across the stand the flow of perennial wisdom across 

the centuries intersects the downward flow of Wisdom from above (Theo Sophia).  The letter of James 

actually uses this terminology.  Where these intersect is not external but is internal, inside of us.  The 

Divine Wisdom (Theo Sophia) requires a place, a noetic or kardial center for it to reside and from this we 

must practice and exercise this Wisdom in the world. It cannot remain a collection of words but a means 

by which we exercise Wisdom in the world. 

The first four arcana are like a mandala.  In this mandala, Theo Sophia in the vertical (blue) axis and 

Sophia Perennis is the horizontal (green axis where the two stream come together inside of this at the 

kardial level.  Both streams come together in us in the kardial center.  The heart receives truth through 

archetypal, iconic images that speak in a universal way.  

The Magician is a masculine image of a shamanic figure who acts in a direct way, through multiple layers 

of being.   

The High Priestess, the feminine image, this energy takes the masculine energy and builds on it, in a 

priestly/sacramental way.  Both of these energies are inside of us, they work for us, and we ourselves 

enact them.     

http://www.poemhunter.com/william-stafford/
http://www.onelittleangel.com/wisdom/quotes/saint.asp?mc=300
http://www.taoteching.cn/index.php/tao-te-ching-translated-by-jonathan-star-2001/
http://www.taoteching.cn/index.php/tao-te-ching-translated-by-jonathan-star-2001/
http://sufibooks.info/Sufism/The_Conference_of_the_Birds_Fardiuddin_Attar.pdf


The archetypes/images/icons show us the Mysteries.  As humanity grows, these are the new dimensions 

of the new humanity; these are humankind coming into its own able to exercise these energies with the 

ability to exercise the power of the Magician and the High Priestess.  These are related to direct mystical 

experience, into gnosis, and inner knowing that is direct, not just borrowed knowledge.  If we have the 

foundational principal at work inside of us, then these energies are then raised to the next level – to the 

advanced levels of work and practice --  that of  the Empress and the Emperor. 

If you think of these as a whole, they work as a mandala, synergistically, the masculine with the feminine 

and the lower with the higher.  These are matched sets and both are needed, they work in a 

complementary way.  They require we embody them, incarnate them in our own being not just 

intellectually know about them.  If we incarnate them into our own being they become spiritually 

present, engaging these mysteries that are woven into the Universe and therefore woven into us, but 

they have to be activated.  We have the potential to realize these but are latent in potential until we 

choose to make them operative, they do not become alive and manifest in the material world.  In 

community the process is deepened and the catalyst within the individual is also necessary.  The wisdom 

must be awakened within the individual, received, integrated, shared with the community and then 

deepened through the community experience. It is a cyclical process, individual to community and back 

to individual deepening understanding again, a synergistic process.   

There is no finishing this teaching, this is a beginning but mastery will be an on-going process.  It will be 

OK to leave thinking, “this is not resolved”.  It is like letting the genie out of the bottle (reference Logion 

2 from Gospel of Thomas).  The experience may in fact, throw one into trouble, since the focus is on 

unified consciousness, not dualistic consciousness.  

Exercise distributed to be worked throughout the week, five pages of material for use during periods of 

reflection pulled from across wisdom traditions. Material covers establishing a base of understanding, 

readings on the earth experience, as well as readings for integration from the Contemplative Reflections 

text. Readings are to be considered using Lectio Divina form of meditation.  The readings have been 

written to help shift one from human consciousness to Divine Consciousness.  The material is about the 

mystery of the Divine Presence in this world. 

CONFERENCE DAY 1, PART 1 ~ Ward teaching 

If you do not get and understand the Magician, you will not understand the other images.  The text is 

one offering practices from the Christian hermeneutic tradition.  The praxis is pulled from and across all 

spiritual traditions.  How do we open to the process and gift of this Divine Wisdom?  In essence we are 

called to be in our own authenticity.  This material as hermeneutic is a synthesis of wisdom across the 

centuries as well as across traditions.  This is not contrived, unnatural or really foreign to us.  This is of 

our nature, we do not really need more information, and we are already there.  The question is can we 

stop and truly be ourselves. 

 

From Arcanum 1, “now Hermeticsm, the living hermetic tradition guards the communal soul…”  (Page 5) 



This text suggests the evolution of humanity toward higher levels of understanding and being.  This 

ferment/enzyme is already working in and through us.  Like yeast in the right environment, the process 

ultimately works; spiritual life… the Kingdom… is like this also.  And like yeast, if we are not in the right 

environment, our growth is truncated or limited.  The right environment is one of service, producing 

that which wants to take place in each of us, that which will naturally occur if given the right 

environment to do so.  This wisdom is at the core of all spiritual practice – Buddhism, Judaism, Taoism, 

etc. – since the wisdom is ultimately true, ultimately authentic and already working in and through us.   

Allowing the right environment is the foundation, the necessary beginning for this work to take place.  

The Magician is the seeker of Thomas Logion 2. 

How do we learn in the West, how does the seeker find what is needed?  In essence it is not a matter of 

knowledge as we typically understand the word.  It is awakening through stilling ourselves so we can 

open and discover that which is already taking place in us.  We often forget, just like bread in the freezer 

that is not “growing”, we forget we are one with God, God looking to complete itself with us (mneme 

theo), fully completed, made real.  Remembering God is not an intellectual experience but a practical 

experience.  It is a waking up to this practice, this reality.  It is a transformation of consciousness, 

without this we will not understand this wisdom.  The invitation is to move out of the head, descending 

to the heart.    “Lift your heart to the humble stirring of God”, The Cloud of the Unknowing.  Don’t 

analyze, stay with the practice, the consciousness is the experience.  Jesus in Matthew 5 spoke of “being 

poor in spirit”, you will not “get it” without humility, it is learned through the heart, not through the 

intellect.  It is the evolution of being awakened, of awakening the nous. This is what the I AM statements 

allude to, the authentic self.   

There has to be a practice of silence, of contemplation that allows opening to this wisdom and inner 

knowing.  This natural wisdom is already within us but when we get too busy we miss this wisdom. One 

does not make it happen, but allows it to happen.  This is “concentration without effort”.  The 

head/intellect analyzes but the heart discerns.  We are called to be “one within oneself”.  It “makes the 

outside like the inside”, transformation takes place as the mind and desires are stilled.  This process 

precedes “right knowledge”, “right action” and “right choice making”.  

Discerning practice helps us to assess reality, recognizing what is of culture, society, religion, and 

understanding what is of the constructive mind and moving into a deeper space, relearning and re-

membering Reality.  The art of watchfulness, allowing one to discriminate and discern is necessary to 

move into the deeper way of knowing and being.  We must become wedded to the observer-self so that 

we can actively and in an on-going way that is uncultured, that which is within us, with an awakened 

heart.  Judging is false discernment this is the reason Jesus said, “do not judge”.  This wisdom comes 

from deeper knowing, an awakened heart, and noetic awareness.  To start this, we must learn to 

observe from the heart and observe as Spirit sees, not as we perceive. 

Arcanum 1 refers to the “art of analogy”.  One learns to read the world through the heart, to truly see 

reality, and to know Its intention.  All creation speaks of the Divine; can we read it with the heart?  We 

cannot get it by analyzing with the head.  We are called to know the sacredness of all things, the Is-ness 

of ourselves, seeing ourselves as part of the Divine Name, manifested in the here and now.      



The ego CANNOT this work, it must be left behind.   

From Arcanum 4, “the Emperor is the authority that signifies the initiation of the initiate”.   Both the 

wisdom of Arcanum 1 (initiation) then Arcanum 4 gives us the authority, the authenticity to do this 

work.  With this comes new power, new authority and new sovereignty within.  This is the foundational 

behavior, this authenticity is already present, but we must give permission.  From pg. 65…”Authority is 

the magic of spiritual profundity… SANCTIFICETUR NOMEN TUUM”.   The Divine Name is completely 

manifested in us, as we experience the combination of mysticism, gnosis and sacred magic.  The 

Emperor is the sovereignty that is expressed in Thomas Logion 2.       

Exercise with parables – readings from Matthew and Thomas.  Handout 2 

Overview levels of consciousness 

 Allegory – imagery that represents something else  

 Analogical – beyond logic, beyond the words, the heart begins to know and discern 

 Anagogical -- moves us beyond symbols, no words can express it, for example “God”.  There is no 

way to express this concept.  If we can come to know this, we will understand the icon that points to 

the Truth. 

 

CONFERENCE DAY 1, PART 2 – Lynn teaching 

Yeshua was both a Master of Wisdom and Master of Restoration including physical healing. True healing 

means restoration to completion and wholeness, Yeshua used that powerfully.  If you are a follower of 

Yeshua, on His Path, then you too are called to become filled with Wisdom as well as a Restorer.  IF you 

invited into His Universe, it includes both of these... what are they?  How do you do them?  This text is a 

manual of practice, it is a how-to manual.   

 

We also need to understand that when He taught, the purpose was to awaken men and women and 

bring them into the Kingdom of God, the Domain of Heaven.  He did not think that domain was the 

Roman Empire or the Jewish tradition.  He was committed to bringing others into the Kingdom of God. 

He taught a set of realities that are not based on American or Western culture.  The Kingdom is NOW, 

learn its Wisdom and learn to restore the horizontal to the fullness of the Kingdom.  Jesus teaches that 

we “came from the realm of light, from the Source of that light’.  In his teaching, he repeatedly 

emphasized that we are from the Kingdom and that the underlying powers/reality are those of 

movement and rest.  Out of this realm there is both action e.g. active sovereignty and non-action.   

 

Arcanum 3 is about “right action” and 4 is about “proper rest”.  These take very high principles that 

relate to the Kingdom of Heaven and applying them to the horizontal plane.  Both are worked as 

complementary opposites.  They must be together, in balance – right action and proper rest.  There is 

necessity of rest to have proper action; power can be used appropriately (or not).  Consider the story of 

Jesus in the wilderness, his temptation, and his refusal to misuse power, staying in a state of rest.  These 

two aspects are foundational to his work. 

 



Kingdom in the Semitic language is based on MLK.  Semitic language works off of consonants, both 

Hebrew and Arabic are written in this manner.  These letters would convert to the concepts of the 

Kingdom (or Realm) or Angel (the messenger of the Kingdom) or King of the Realm.  Yeshua attached 

this to the Divine Realm.  Yeshua worked out of the sovereignty of the Heavens, this was his work, 

bringing both wisdom and power form the heavenly realms.  

 

The New Testament is written in Greek but these terms are critical to know because they are almost 

always translated as “power” but without subjective inflection. 

 Kratos (Grk) – (the term pantocrator is derived from this) It means total authority and 

sovereignty of Heaven, Lord of the Divine Sovereignty.  Having total authority, control and 

ownership of power.  Focus of Chap 4. 

 Exousia (Grk) – also means power, but AUTHORITY given by the domain (Kratos) to exercise 

power.  However, authority can be delegates to another, Spirit delegated power to Yeshua.  

Focus of Chap 4. 

 Dunamis (Grk) the actual use, the ACTUAL POTENCY of power (the word dynamite is derived 

from this word).  Jesus had the ability and skill to use the power.  More of a focus of Chap 3. 

 Energia (Grk) – e.g. energy, the power which is actually available to be put TO USE.  Jesus uses 

the power.   More of a focus of Chap 3.  

This type of power does not work well with the kosmos – the horizontal plane.  DIVINE LOVE energizes 

this power and this Arcanum.   

Chap 3 addresses different types of “magic”, power that can be used to change perceived reality.  This 

text is about SACRED MAGIC, divine authorization to use power in a skillful and energetic way in order 

that HUMAN BEINGS MAY ASCEND!  This is what every exercise of spiritual power should be about, if it 

is not then it is not legitimate magic (either generated by the individual/ego or under the influence of 

dark energies).   

The Empress (Sophia) the underlying purpose of this energy is to help humanity to ascend.  Yeshua 

encouraged his followers to stand up.  The power to restore is in this icon/image.  Sacred magic is the 

power of Love, born of the union in love of divine will and human will. 

Sacred knowledge (gnosis) has as its underlying purpose that of mystical revelation (e.g. the High 

Priestess).  The Empress brings sacred magic, liberating action, restoring freedom where it has been 

partially or completely lost.  In the Gospels, Jesus healing of the sick, paralyzed, blind, deaf, might have 

actually occurred in the physical realm but it was also the concrete representation of Love, changing the 

force of the kosmos (horizontal plane). If everything is saturated with Divine Power, how and when do 

we use it?  How do we tap into it? 



The idea of “sacred magic” is being used in lieu of “miracle” to help us shift our understanding of the 

underlying power.  The idea of miracle implies that there was no human involvement and that the god-

in-the-sky just “made” the healing/outcome happen.  This teaching states that this is contrary, that 

human presence, a willing actor, and intentionality are necessary.  The “healer” or “restorer” must say 

THE BIG YES to being a SERVANT OF GOD. 

CONFERENCE DAY 2, PART 1 ~~ Ward teaching 

Morning has Broken… 

Morning has broken  

Like the first morning, 

Black bird has spoken  

Like the first bird. 

Praise the singing!  

Praise for the morning! 

Praise for them springing  

Fresh from the Word!  

 

Sweet the rain's new fall  

Sunlit from heaven, 

Like the first dewfall  

On the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness  

Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness  

Where His feet pass. 

 

Mine is the sunlight!  

Mine is the morning. 

Born of the one light  

Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation,  

Praise ev'ry morning, 

God's recreation  

Of the new day! 

This material is core, if we do not get this, we will not get the rest.  It is not theological but yet it is.  It 

has been missed by the Church but has been known by mystics through the ages.  It requires much of us, 

but we cannot grasp it with our minds, we can only receive it intuitively through our hearts.   

Page 65, beginning with 2nd paragraph, to begin to unpack and understand the material.  Beginning with 

“authority as image...” and reading through the Latin text. 



This is about the authority by which we do the work and guides us into the work, this is the foundation.  

He has referenced that “which is below is like that which is above” (from the Emerald Tablet)…God from 

God, Light from Light; Unity in Being… there is no duality.  What we see in the manifested realm is 

simply that which is made material, but we are microcosms of the macrocosm.  There is no hierarchy at 

work, either God is doing the work or it is not happening.  Ego must get out of the way for God to do the 

work.  We are not soldiers doing God’s work – this would imply we are involved at an ego-level but it is 

God doing the work through us.  What is being manifest is the Divine Name in and through us. 

When religion takes over then humanity’s ego has gotten in the way; doctrine and dogma follows.  In 

this case, God is not at work but human ego.  We are microcosms of the macrocosm.  The praxis is the 

Unity, we awaken that the separate self, the ego, is an illusion.  There is no separate self, we think “we” 

are in charge.  When this is recognized, the separate self falls away and we realize this separation is only 

an illusion.  The “Fall” might be seen through this lens.  In some way, this was necessary and ordained 

for us to experience this.  We are emulating the Divine, the Divine gave up some of its own Self to create 

the world.  It is a self-giving, so that volition could be manifest in the physical reality.  In heaven there is 

no choice or volition.  We often use the Holocaust as an example of ego-run-amok, the opposite of what 

is being elucidated here.   

Remember “that which is below is like that which is above”… the cross and Jesus show us this pattern.  

This has often been misrepresented, but this pattern must come to awareness so that the Truth can be 

realized.  When “the two become one” then the Kingdom can come into being.  

As in Thomas:   

 “…when the two become one…..then you enter into the Kingdom.” (Logion 22);   

 Jesus said, "If two make peace with each other in this one house, they will say to the mountain, 

'Move Away,' and it will move away." (Logion 48);  

 “Jesus said, "When you make the two one, you will become the sons of man, and when you say, 

'Mountain, move away,' it will move away." (Thomas 106) 

 

This is accomplished by letting go, by detaching from the self, through renunciation.  This realized Unity 

is the practice, not just a concept but a reality. 

Complete synthesis is our initiation into the process, into Unity of Being, this is the process of the mystic.  

“Hold your male side, hold your female side…opposing forces…returns to no one limits... returns one to 

the uncarved block…the sage holds the block complete…holding all things within oneself… “ As in the 

Tao te Ching, Chapter 28:  

Hold your male side with your female side 

Hold your bright side with your dull side 

Hold your high side with your low side 

Then you will be able to hold the whole world 

When the opposing forces unite within there comes a power abundant in its giving and unerring in its 

effect 



Flowing through everything It returns one to the First Breath 

Guiding everything It returns one to No Limits 

Embracing everything It returns one to the Uncarved Block 

When the block is divided it becomes something useful and leaders can rule with a few pieces of it 

But the Sage holds the Block complete 

Holding all things within himself he preserves the Great Unity which cannot be ruled or divided 

 

Page 62 of text:  Here is the core teaching ~~ He is going to use as some authority the Kabbalah because 

it is so clear; he is dropping this into our lap.  He could have used others such as Meister Eckhart. 

Beginning with “let us turn now….” through the last paragraph on the page which ends at the top of 

page 63.  

What is being discussed is human free will, your ability to make this choice.  One of the teachings on 

prayer is God’s role in intervening in human history.  As an example, during the Holocaust individuals 

had the option to risk all for their fellow human beings, some chose to do this, others did not.  Where is 

God... if there was a God why did not God intervene?  Or, did God intervene through the likes of humans 

like Maximilian Kolbe, a Jesuit priest who offered his life for a fellow prisoner in the concentration camp.  

Did God intervene (though this one man’s compassion)?  Humans have a spectrum of volition, God has 

pulled back, creating a void so that there is freedom, a separate self who can say “no” or say “yes” I will 

be married to you dear Lord, like Mary chose to do.    

There is no freedom, no free will, if God is fully in charge.  God self-empties so that humanity can 

manifest the Divine Self. 

 Romans 8:19:  “ ... for the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God.”    

 Mother Teresa:  “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.”   

 St Francis: Reading 14 from Contemplative Recitations  

 

We know when we see compassion and Love being poured out, we recognize it.  Forgiving others for the 

suffering they cause us is a choice of volition and an example of Divine Love. 

 

Page 63 – “Now the reflection of the idea of divine withdrawal…” through end of paragraph.  This image 

of the Emperor shows the authority which comes from self-emptying.  The Emperor is not powerful 

because of the sword nor by authority based in power…but by the cross.  The Divine pattern is one of 

self-emptying.  In the process of self-emptying, God is present and able to act, it is the Divine Power is 

able to take action.  Through experience, “it is not I who do this but Christ”.    We only learn this through 

experience; this is counter-intuitive to the way we “think” we learn.  We cannot do this by force, by 

thinking, by taking personal responsibility for action.  We can only do this by “letting go” and recognizing 

we are not in charge and that we can only let go so that God can step into the process. 

 

Jesus repeatedly urges us to let go, to make space, to vacate our self-focus to allow Spirit to do Its work.  

When there is compassion and the Golden Rule, God’s Presence can be found. 

 



We have theology that tries to explain this relationship but often misses the meaning.  In essence, God 

withdrew so that humanity can have free will, the ability to choose to be united or not united, to live in 

partnership with Spirit on the Divine path or to live through ego.  God emptied Itself so that creation 

could manifest.  Jesus emptied himself on the cross to model this process/pattern for humanity.  When 

we see LOVE in action, we see what this is all about.   

 

Authority only comes through self-emptying, through kenosis, through giving away.  God did this in the 

process of incarnation and through creation of humanity, we are called to reflect this pattern (God 

manifested in and through us...) and open to God’s will through us. 

 

Page 61 – after “Father I have sinned…” is mankind solely responsible?  It is not God who has willed evil 

and sin, God (Jesus) is crucified in it.  Freedom is the spiritual existence of being.  Does God ever 

intervene?  God ONLY acts in and through humanity.  We are the volition of God.  If “we” ask for 

something we are talking about   When I am One with God there is no one to ask…God and I are One.  

There is no separation.   

 

You have to let go of what your long held beliefs.  God does not “fix” things, Jesus shows that God does 

not come in and fix it, but God works through us.  The best prayer is let it be “Your will, not my will be 

done”.  We can heal when we allow God to heal through us.  This brings us back to our spiritual practice 

that St Paul urged, “have the same consciousness in you as Christ Jesus who emptied himself”.  There is 

a Divine pattern we are being asked to enter into.  This is our spiritual practice, this is our work; how do 

we use this freedom?  The 4th Arcanum represents the authority of the initiation of the initiate.  If we do 

not get this, we will not get the rest.  

 

Page 58, last paragraph:  The Emperor has established the four-fold emptiness…..”    

This pattern is God-in-Action.  This is working with Jewish mysticism, he has gone through theosis, 

become a divine being and emulates this pattern by making a space for God because his separate 

identity is gone.  The Divine Name is never pronounced in Judaism because it really cannot be spoken, 

the vowels cannot really be pronounced.  Jewish mysticism suggest that the closest we can come to this 

is the sound of the breath and we must make space to breathe in and out…we must make space for the 

Divine in the same way.  One must make a space for the Divine Being to breath within and through us.  

(YOD – HE – VOV - HE)  YOD emptiness s, the divine initiative, allows opening.  HE is revelatory action, 

we cannot act in a Divine way unless it is God acting through us. So this first HE allows us to make space 

so that the Divine can be manifested.   The VOV is “magical movement” because it is God’s action.    The 

second HE become anonymous from an individual perspective, having becoming completely empty, the 

Emperor has come to his complete sovereignty and the Divine name is completed, as the Emperor  

becomes one with the All. 

 

And from Kabir:  “KABIR: Ecstatic Poems“ versions by Robert Bly. Beacon Press, 2004. (Page 59) 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0807063843/qid=1090881369/sr=1-24/ref=sr_1_24/002-4912564-7445659?v=glance&s=books%0D


“Breathe in that word out of which the whole Milky Way has come! 

That word is your Teacher; I heard that sound, and I am its disciple. 

How many are there alive who have taken in its meaning? 

Listen, student, hold to that word! Do it! 

All the old texts and holy poems shout about it. 

The world has its deep roots in that word. 

The Rishas and the devotees babble about it, 

but no one grasps how mysterious the word is! 

The father gets up from supper and walks out when he hears it. 

The ascetic returns to love when he hears it. 

The Six Great Systems keep laying it all out. 

The animal of renunciation drives toward that word. 

The world with all its elephants and microbes has jumped out of that word. 

Inside the word everything is full of light. 

 

CONFERENCE DAY 2, PART 2 ~~ Lynn teaching 

We have two big questions, who has authority to use the powers of heaven and why (or is) a human 

being necessary?  Can’t Heaven do this itself?   

 

We looked yesterday at the Kingdom of Heaven and Yeshua’s call to this journey.  He was always 

opening this Realm to humankind, saying “follow me into it, this is how it works”.  We looked at the 

opening pages of Arcanum 3, the Empress as an icon of feminine energy.  When the Source begins to 

express Itself, it is in bimodal form, in two ways, two poles, typical of Jewish mysticism.  Sophia, the Holy 

Mother, the Energy of the Great Mother, is also honored across the perennial traditions, although in 

different ways. 

 

Page 38 - Two things are very, very critical that will help answer the question of who has authority and 

how it operates.  The first highlighted words are “the subtle rule the dense”.  It seems like an obvious or 

maybe not so obvious principal.  We generally reach some understanding of this truth but then fail to 

move deeper into it.  In this spectrum, there are forces that can act upon matter.  

 

At the beginning of the discussion of this Arcanum, a list of subtle states of reality, increasing subtle and 

ethereal…  

Matter - apparently inert and without action 

Force – which is subtle but can shape and move matter (wind, water, electromagnetic, sunlight, life 

force).  For example, sunlight is subtle (less tangible) but it impacts plant and animal life in amazing 

ways.  Force transforms matter into various forms, the force of the mater (mother).  One of the most 

subtle is the “life force” that is in and through creation. We cannot really define what “life” is but we are 

aware of it.  This life force is subtle and creates new forms.  Force has power over matter. 

Consciousness – Consciousness is an energetic force, more subtle than life, having power over force and 

matter.   Mind over matter is an example of this, we take it for granted but it is in fact extraordinary.   



The human vessel is needed for all consciousness.  Within this paradigm, there are three kinds of human 

consciousness that can be identified (and an additional one in potentiality).   

 Egoic consciousness; where humanity normally operates from the horizontal plane, focusing on the 

self’s wants and needs. 

 Kardial consciousness, heart-centered, the ability to perceive intuitively that which does not go 

through the rational egoic mind. 

 Noetic consciousness; the Divine Mind inside of us. 

 Super consciousness or Mind – Jesus manifested this, personifying the joining of the Divine with 

humanity.  How does one become the conduit for this Energy, allowing the Kingdom of Heaven to be 

here now? 

 

Page 39 – Sacred Magic – is this power available to us now in the present?  Page 39, Josephin Peladan 

suggests the answer is yes, if “sublimation of man” e.g. human nature is set aside.  For example, in Acts 

9 – Peter heals in concert with the power of heaven; his presence and voice are needed for the healing 

to occur.   

 

Why must the Logos incarnate and become-man to accomplish divine magic, redemption? The central 

idea of Christianity is that embodiment is essential.  The action of Spirit in this world according to 

Christianity requires the incarnation, e.g., God within humankind.  The principle of incarnation suggests 

something comes into matter, spirit in matter, spirit in life, spirit in consciousness.  We need to   

understand the word embodiment.  It means that the divine qualities get built into humans, it is an 

integral part of who we are.   It is like knowing how to ride a bicycle, it is too complicated to explain or 

write out.  You must experience.  This is the same for human beings ~~ we must experience God-in-us.  

The High Priestess builds this knowledge, this wisdom, and this gnosis into the human being, e.g. she 

embodies this gnosis – the knowledge of the Divine.  This knowledge is already built-in, hard wired for 

this relationship.  

 

Page 40 – “The work of redemption requires….”  It is the will of Heaven to restore the world.  Everything 

in the Divine consciousness desires the reconciliation of all things more than anything.  But the greatest 

act of all is the re-creation and restoration of all things.  The second principal is that of the perfect union 

of Divine will and human will, this is the work of redemption, perfect union of two wills through in love, 

yet both are distinct and free – divine and human wills.  Heaven initiated the miracle of the creation but 

Heaven initiated the miracle of Creation, the second and greatest act of all is the re-creation and the 

restoration of all things.  And this can only be accomplished by two wills.  “The mystery of the God-

man the combined wills is the key to the divine magic being the fundamental condition for the work of 

redemption which is an operation of divine magic comparable to the act of creation itself.” 

 

The second act of the Divine’s work is the restoration of all things. What It wants is this more than 

anything else is the restoration of all things.  We cannot imagine, but this cannot be done without the 

help of human will.  Because God opened a space to create the Universe and allowed humanity into this 



space with our will, and now wants to unite with our will, so that recreation of all things can be 

accomplished.   

 

An image of this is two triangles, one pointing upwards and one pointing down, but overlaid suggest this 

unity, Solomon’s seal:   

 

 
 

This author’s definition of redemption would be the restoration of all things.   

 

Will every human being need to reach unification with the Divine?  Or is there a 100th monkey principle 

in play, a synergistic tipping point?  There is subtle hint that this might be true. 

 

Page 39 – “Sacred magic is the science of love, for it is precisely ….the accelerated evolution….”  This 

happens through the union in love of the Divine and Humanity.  On page 40, the Divine will and the 

human will, meet in union in Love and then there is power.  “ Peter was needed for the healing.  

 

Thus miracles require two united wills, they are not manifestations….but a new power born when….” 

A NEW POWER IS CREATED WHEN BOTH ARE UNITED; THIS IS SACRED OR DIVINE MAGIC.   

 

The first principle is to embody the qualities and characteristics of heaven (incarnational principles).  The 

second principle is the unification of the Divine and human will, creating an energy that we cannot even 

begin to imagine.  Peter’s healing of Ananias in Acts required Peter to show up, tell him to walk in the 

Name and Jesus, (verbal language is important for this kind of shift) and then God participated. 

 

So the question is: what does Heaven want? 

 

Philip, Analogue 50 – In this, we get a very clear picture of what Heaven is up to and how Yeshua related 

to the will of Heaven.  What is the will of Heave?  If you connect to the will of Heaven, nothing can stop 

you.  But it would not be you doing the work, it would be Heaven at work.  Something happened to 

Yeshua that made him an agent of the Great Restoration, everything in him was focused on this mission, 

united with the will of Heaven.  He was united in the bridal chamber with the Divine in love, to begin the 

great restoration.  In this text, Yeshua is unified with God at his baptism (metanoia, turning toward) and 

is 1) begotten as the son (a full representative of Heaven); 2) he was anointed and 3) he was restored to 

the fullness of being (enlightenment).  This contradicts standard Western Christianity but closely reflects 

Eastern Christianity theology which believes Jesus becomes the full representative of God not at birth, 



but at his baptism.  It is then that he becomes saturated with Spirit and full awakening.  At his point of 

baptism, his involvement in the restoration begins.  You can make the case that Yeshua is both Master 

of Wisdom as well as the Master of Restoration, to bring about a new creation. 

 

The agenda of Heaven is not to make people rich, live forever, or to give us perfect comfort or make us 

happy.  The agenda is to bring about a new creation.  Yeshua starts this at his baptism and asks us to join 

him. He would like us to have the same fullness of being.   

 

Let us try to imagine what Spirit has been doing in the world. This revolution of Spirit has been an on-

going process for thousands of years starting with: 

 500 BCE – Axial Age, where Spirit radically moved from conventional religion to a major shift in 

understanding that God is both immanent to transcendent (enlightenment) religion Lao Tzu, the 

Gita, the Buddha, Zoroastrianism in Iran, the Prophets in the Old Testament…(more info here:  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axial_Age) 

 250 BCE – When Alexander the Great conquered the Middle East, this wisdom moved into the 

Jewish world and out of the Jewish world and the Divine can take a human and raise him into the 

Light.  One can dwell before the Presence, before the throne of God.  In this beginning of Kabbalistic 

mysticism, ordinary people can be raised to be present before God. This is a major shift in 

understanding of the role of ordinary humans play.  Humans become a very important role in the 

will of God.  

 30 CE - Time of Yeshua and John, both deepen this understanding. Both are part of the Jewish 

mystical movement where Light is the primary image not the Law (Torah). It is the mystics who have 

kept this alive in the West through the centuries, that all have access to unification with the Divine.  

This is very threatening to the institutional church.  This unification is mystery with the result being 

an accelerated process through love.   Sufism carries this into further development until modern 

times. 

 In 21st Century, this power has been accelerated, the subtle rules the dense.  

 

Spirit is most interested in restoration to fullness of being.   

 

 

CONFERENCE DAY 3, PART 1 ~ Ward teaching 

Readings from the Tao Te Ching , one of the most ancient spiritual texts available to us as a wisdom text.  

Verse 9… 

Grabbing and stuffing?  There is no end to it 

Sharpen a blade too much and its edge will soon be lost 

Fill a house with gold and jade and no one can protect it 

Puff yourself with honour and pride and no one can save you from a fall 

Complete the task at had 

Be selfless in your actions 

This is the way of Heaven 



This is the way to Heaven 

 

This is our work today.  As we continue the foundational work of observance, to reflect and see our own 

selves, it is like layers of an onion.  In some ways this never ends. We do this for ourselves but also for 

the sake of all humanity and all creation.  Jesus is our prototype, not only to his own time and his own 

community the path of transformation but he shows us the same. 

 

Matthew 13:44-52 – Parable of the field.  As we begin to do this work we are beginning to discover 

something about ourselves, we wish to become our potential that fully realized human.  We realize we 

do not possess the field, but we long to possess the field because that is where the treasure resides.  We 

desire fullness of being but we begin to observe there are blocks to this, blocks to our true selves and we 

must begin to let go and detach.  There are blocks, veils to that treasure and so there is work for us to 

do and the letting go of possessions because what we discover that what we possess actually possesses 

us.  This is individual work and each of us must identify what possesses us.  Spirit desires us and will 

reveal this to us, and is the one that does the work IF we allow that flow.  We must be willing to let go of 

that which possesses us, that with which we are enmeshed -- not just material but also the emotional 

and psychological aspects of who we are.  

 

If we are seeking this fullness of Being; we have to become unattached so we are not impeded in our 

ability to be the conduit for Spirit’s work.  There is a challenge of both giving up of the external 

possessions of wealth, power and prestige.  That we attaché is not to be judged, it is not to be done by 

self-flagellation….these are ego things.  Judging is a main attachment that keeps us from doing this 

work. 

 

Our text speaks to us of the renunciations that are available to us.  To think we can run out and 

renounce things is not the issue, the ego cannot do the work, so we must become let go of our need to 

“be in charge”. 

 

Maybe there is a greater difficulty in giving up the inner attachments, the wounds we hold onto, the 

things ego needs to stay in control.  This includes self-judging, self-criticism, and all those behaviors that 

impede our spiritual growth and our ability to be the “servant of the Lord”.  This is the path of 

“renunciation”, of kenosis, of the letting go of self so that God may be fully present.  This is difficult work 

for each seeker, this cannot be accomplished by ego, self-will, THE EGO CANNOT REFORM THE EGO. 

 

This is what humanity has been looking for since ancient times.  The Tao identifies this as do the holy 

texts across traditions and centuries.  Some are called to this work, others are not.  We are not called to 

judge those who are not nor can we understand why others are called.  Those of us called to this work, if 

you “hear” this text, then you are called to attend to this. We are following in their foot-steps. 

 

Page 57, Para 3,   “The card teaches us….a guardian bound to his post”.  The text initially describes the 

card and then begins to tell us the metaphor of the symbolism embedded in the card. 

 



The Emperor represents “active renunciation” vs. “constraint alone”.  Constraint suggests that there is 

grasping, holding on, the ego’s action to do the work, the external and active force at work.  Active 

renunciation implies a passive position vs. active position, “let it be unto me”, accepting, receptive and 

relaxed.  He is guardian of his post, the authority, but yet he is not DOING anything.  He represents doing 

the work from a spiritual viewpoint.  He may appear passive, but the work is taking place, it is not in the 

pattern than what humans are used to.  How do we do this spiritual work?  Immediately we have to 

caution against the ego, the ego cannot reform the ego.  Renunciation does not mean the ego doing 

the work.   

 

Yet this work requires receptivity, relaxation, vulnerability, surrender, a willingness to let to go.  The 

Emperor represents a different pattern, a different process.  He is guarding that inner awaken, the place 

of the heart, the place of Presence, that state of Consciousness.  He is the “inner observer”.  He is 

guarding that inner awakening, guarding the heart.  When the heart is open, there is vulnerability.  In 

this state of spiritual awareness, the Presence must be guarded so that the work can happen, a guardian 

of the state of consciousness. 

 

The ego has a place to play in this.  But, ego/will must allow the Spirit to work. We must caution against 

“trying” too hard.  The ego cannot do this work.  We are not our ego, but the ego separates us from our 

“true self”, our “twin”, the observer-self.  We are not our ego; we are not the “managing system” that 

has been running things.  The ego has to recognize that it is in the way but then it has to get out of the 

way so Spirit can do the work.  The true self is the guardian, the observer-self that sees and is not 

judging.  It is not the judging mind.   

 

Do we need a will? Do we need an ego?  A healthy ego is necessary; work needs to be done early in our 

lives.  But, ultimately, the ego separates us from our relationship with Spirit because we see ourselves as 

separate and “I”.    The ego has a need for boundaries because it cannot perceive what the observer-self 

sees.   But, YOU are not the ego, not the managing system, you are something else.  The Emperor does 

not “manage” anything but is receptive to higher authority.   

 

This process requires us to let go of the fear, this is what drives the ego and makes it feel safe and in 

control.  The ego has a need for boundaries because its perception is much smaller and does not have 

the broader vision of the real “you”; the “true self”.  The Emperor represents your higher self, the 

observer self, and becomes the guardian of this work.  The ego cannot do this work, what is needed is a 

prayerful practice but the ego engages in judging practice.  This is difficult since we operate in the 

judging state vs. the discerning state of prayerful knowing that does not come from the judging mind. 

 

The Emperor suggests that a person only has authority if he unites within himself. To be something, to 

know something and to be capable of something is what endows one with authority.  This is the real 

work of a human being; it is what we have prepared for in time-space.  A person has authority to the 

degree that s/he unites with that which is within her/himself.  There is uniting of wills, becoming one 

with Spirit’s will, we are not divided but called to this Unity of experience, which moves in and through 

all things.  This work cannot be done without that unity of experience.  The separate self cannot do this 



work. To become a mystic, to experience that inner truth, one must realize that Unity of experience 

within oneself, this allows us to move forward with this work.  To go forward with the process, with 

transformation it is not the separate ego that makes these choices.  Because egoic choices are made by 

judgment and analysis, whereas choices made from a Unified Being come from a different place. 

 

We become the “Divine Name” through the process of self-emptying/renunciation allowing the Divine 

to be manifested in us, allowing those names to become real to us, and becoming our “true” name.  

There are external actions that are necessary; we begin to see our attachment to the world. As we do 

this, we are able to see the void, allowing us to see in new ways.  Tetragrammatons’ meaning: 

 

YOD – represents the beginning of the process, a creating void/space which allows the work to move 

forward.  The Emperor is physically relaxed, scepter is lowered, and he is seated cross legged, open and 

relaxed. Contemplative prayer can be the beginning of this work, allowing for self-emptying and 

surrender, allowing something other than the ego to be manifested, something higher.  In this process, 

we allow a void to be created that allows God/Spirit to fill the space. 

 

HE (first) represents internal movement and internal emptiness, a revelatory action coming from within. 

 

VOV represents the “magical movement” i.e., the intellectual movement within us.  It is difficult for us 

to do this, this goes deeper than the internal renunciation.  

 

HE (the second) is the complete emptiness, where one becomes anonymous, where there is the 

deification of self, e.g. theosis, God is fully manifested.   

 

The process addresses the complete transformation of human reality – emotional, physical, soul and 

spirit.   

 

Both Kabbalistic and 6th centuries Christian theologians also speak of ladders of renunciation.  These 

teachers spoke too of theosis and deification.  When we do not participate in this process we are 

blocking God’s work.      

 

Contemplative prayer and mindfulness meditation can be a beginning step in this process.  But the focus 

needs to be on self-emptying. Contemplative practices can be the first step in letting go, surrendering 

and allowing the process to begin.  As we let go, we emulate the Divine action. Just as God withdraws to 

allow humanity to manifest…our withdrawing allows God to manifest…participating in the great Divine 

action of re-creation. 

 

The process of self-emptying: 

1) First renunciation:  Detaching from the material goods, power, wealth, glory.  (Luke 14: 25-34; 

Consider also the story of the Israelites leaving Egypt, leaving for freedom but still grumbling 

about leaving their “life” under slavery.)  The invitation is to bring us to the “real”, letting go of 

the “things” that enslave us so that we can be free.  We cannot cling nor can we have “things” 



cling to us, to which we attach and that enslave us.  What possesses each of us will be different.    

This can also be attachments of the heart.   

2) Second renunciation:  Letting go of the DESIRE for the material world (not just the material 

items…we do not need money to have desire).  We can be very pious but still not let go of the 

ego-needs.  This can inflate the ego, not let it go.  This is why we must learn to be guardians, 

knowing our inner as well as the outer self.  Some would suggest that this is the underlying 

message of the Gospel story of the “young, rich man” (Matthew 19:16-22; Mark 10:17-31).  It is 

not the possession that traps us, it is the desire for “riches” that impedes our relationship to our 

true self, others and God.  (I Timothy 6:9-11).  We are being asked to step back prayerfully and 

find out where we are attached and what we need to release.  This is challenging since we are 

socialized to desire and have.  We are asked to detach from the desires that have been 

implanted in us through society.  We must wrestle with how to live in the world but not be of 

the world (Titus 3).  How do we live free?  The Hindu tradition speaks of a time for ego 

development, for a career, for family and there is a time for letting go and becoming a 

renunciate (attached to nothing).  In fact the process of life ultimately does this for us if we 

choose to not to actively and willingly participate under our own will.  This is a life process 

discovering the boundaries and restrictions of our lives, desiring to be free.  We are called to 

participate to the level we can.  Our invitation is to be prayerfully honest – not judging – and to 

enter into the process as much as we are able.  It is hard work but it is compassionate work. 

3) A changing from within, a divine alchemy, can occur.  (e.g., John 1:12). This is the human will 

married to the Divine will.  We have the power to become children of God because we have this 

capacity within us.  Compassion is key; trying to beat the “self” out of the “self” is 

counterproductive and the ego is still trying to “be in charge”. 

 

This process is addressed by St John of the Cross whose metaphors are the dark night (in three stages) of 

both senses and the spirit.  Our senses must be brought into the world of Spirit so that we can truly live 

in Spirit.  When senses come into the service of Spirit, then we can experience an ecstasy otherwise 

unknown to us.  

 

CONFERENCE DAY 3, PART 2 ~ Lynn  teaching 

We must continue to remind ourselves what we are up to. These advanced teachings help us learn to 

align with the advanced principles of the Kingdom of heaven, learning to distinguish between the 

kosmos of humanity slowly learn to be practioners or masters/sovereigns of the governing principles.  

The third Arcanum represents the mothering aspects of these laws, the mothering aspects of these laws, 

the Wisdom principles, the subtle energies, Sophia. 

 

We continue to alternate between the Empress and the Emperor, feminine and masculine, the receptive 

and the active realities. To understand this text we must keep this subtle balance of interchange in 

mind.  The Empress might be considered icon of the feminine, mother energy.  Sophia, The Empress, the 

feminine, brings nurturing, love and unity to creation.  To be clear, it is important to consider some 

concrete examples of what the Mother does, what the Kingdom of Heaven does to create  are.. 

 



1. The Evolutionary Force – is generative force, a force of Love,  it has been working and striving on the 

planet for at least 2.5B years.  It has been striving to bring this forward since the beginning of known 

time to manifest life.  Stromatolite, oldest fossil on the planet, the first life form on the planet, a type of 

algae that created a living strata while detoxifying the atmosphere.  It extracted from the planet toxic 

gases and replaced it with oxygen which permitted life to evolve as it has.  Life exists on this planet 

because this algae transformed the atmosphere that would support a myriad of life forms.  It was a 

reciprocal process; it detoxified the planet while supporting its own life.  This is an example of the  

generative power of Love can be seen throughout creation, throughout human procreation, animal 

nurturing and the reproduction of all living things.   Another example is humans “falling in love”, people 

enter into relationship and children are born and loved.  This is a generative power of love in us, 

representative in the sexual force.  This is phenomenally strong, parents will sacrifice much for their 

children.  This can happen gradually or in explosive way as exemplified by the Cambrian Era (540-480 M 

years ago) which brought forth complexity and diversity of organisms without obvious explanation. 

We cannot say the Mother does not exist, She is a generative force, a principle of Love. 

 

2. The Restorative/Unitive Force – or the force for equilibrium.  The force brings together out of duality 

and opposites, equilibrium; balances the masculine and female, uniting differences and ultimately 

bringing together Heaven and earth, the Divine and human (consider yin-yang and Solomon’s seal 

images which represent this). 

                                                        
 

The power to restore to bring unity out of duality is a force. This is experienced at a basic level when one 

becomes ill, there is a huge force toward wellness.  The body attempts to heal itself, it wants equilibrium 

and well-being.  When the body is in balance, all is well.  When illness strikes the body attempts to bring 

health back into balance.  When Yeshua acted,  he acted a united force for restoration.  This is suggested 

in Gospel of Thomas.  The Axial Age (500 CE) brought forth a unitive understanding of the Divine across 

spiritual traditions (Judaism, Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc.).  What the Cambrian Age was to the 

Evolutionary Force the Axial Age is to the Unitive Force. 

 

3. The Transformative Force ~~ is the final force.  It is metamorphic, it changes the very form of creation 

into something new, something new is being formed; something that was not there before.  Using 

something that was below and raising it to a “higher” state.  When we talk about metamorphosis we are 

talking about a new form of humankind, the Mother is busy transforming.  We may have a feeling we 

are at a “tipping point” and this may in fact be true.  The longing for change in consciousness starts as 

children.  There is a huge desire for this change – we are junkies for the “high” – because this force, this 



desire is within each of us.  This chapter suggests that the mothering principals of Love may be 

accelerating these forces.     

 

The question is how did Yeshua work with these?  He was clearly a master of all three; he worked with 

all these principles as well as the power of Heaven.  Yeshua transcended the dualistic world, creating a 

possibility uniting Heaven and earth over and over again.   Love accelerated this.   

 

How do we work with this?  How do we practice it?  The stumbling block often is we believe this power 

was only for Yeshua, yet he repeatedly said we could do what he did…and more  (Matthew 12:20-22; 

John 14:11-12). 

 

This chapter and the next use the same image to explain this.  The images are the scepter and the shield 

emblazoned with the eagle.  In both cases, these are symbols of how to do this. 

 

Page 38 – The eagle represents the “sublimation of man” but liberation allows humanity to ascend.  The 

sublimation of man means that of human nature. We are called to be liberated to ascend as an eagle 

does.  The eagle is a symbol of liberation and the question is, from what?  And the eagle ascends, but 

ascension to what? If this is an iconic, sacred symbol of both the mothering and fathering principles, 

what is the meaning?  

 

Page 44 – “The aim of sacred magic is …liberation or restoration of freedom to beings who have partially 

lost it..”  Maybe we are grounded beings who have lost their freedom and need to learn to spread wings 

and soar.  This is a very real spiritual experience.  In Luke, Yeshua cures many.  His restorative presence 

restored life bringing ascension to things that were grounded.  This is the aim of sacred magic to give 

freedom to hear, to live, to see, to walk… to be TRULY oneself.”  Because we have a false definition of 

who we are, we have no freedom, we are unable to ascend.     

 

Page 42 – Speaks of the uniting of two wills, a unitive process, giving the possibility of establishing right-

relationship/balance between things.  Ancient and indigenous healers recognized this and attempted to 

rebalance the body to restore health.  There are formidable dangers in the state of the soul, when there 

is magic if the restorative process are not present.  He warns us that one should be aware there can be 

danger but this does not mean not to proceed, only to be aware of what the danger may be.  “He who 

attempts this….”   The point is that we need guidance to use these powerful forces, to understand the 

problem humans have in being grounded because we are in a state of the soul that precludes us to soar.   

We need to understand the challenges humans have because we are in a state of soul that does not 

allow us to use these powers without danger (which is a good thing given we are incapable of safely 

engaging the process if we have not evolved to a place where can understand the dangers). 

 

Page 44 - In Christianity the primary icon is the dove.  Why is a dove not on the shield?  Both dove and 

eagle are images of Spirit, although the dove is typically used in Christianity, and the raptor is in 

indigenous traditions.  However, in Judaism (Old Testament), the eagle is scattered throughout the text.  

The raptor has been used throughout traditions as the image of the Sacred Spirit. The Eagle also needs 



to be included in our imagery and especially as it relates to this chapter. The dove generally represents 

gentleness, the Holy Spirit, grounded, loving and sweet. Eagles represent high flight and extraordinary 

vision, the ability to see from afar.  The eagle is the image of Spirit to raise things high and to see from 

afar, a sign of discernment, the eagle eye of spirit and to soar to spiritual heights to which we otherwise 

would not ascend.  We need the image of eagle to deal with the sublimation of ego.  Both are iconic of 

the spiritual path.   

 

Being eagle eyed of the human condition, a discerning eye, you can then have the power to take 

strategic and decisive action.  The work is to restore not kill, to lift to freedom, to liberate.  What is 

problematic?  How do we diagnosis the human condition?   

 

First, human beings are complex; we all have numerous layers, motivations, and levels. There are 

universes within the universes.  Within psychology for example there are multiple levels of the psyche 

e.g. the anima, the animus, the conscious, the unconscious, the super conscious, the id, the ego, the 

super-ego within the human being.   

 

Secondly, from this complexity we end up with complexes…”knots”…meaning it is very hard to unravel 

these.  The knot that we might call the social construction of ourselves is a part of our “condition”.  We 

start to form into a human being long before we were aware of what was happening.  What we have 

begun to understand is that the ego is a social construct, conditioned from familial and social 

environment and conditions.  This social construct, this ego is too small, is not really us but is made out 

of the kosmos of the human world, we are systemically distorted.  Since the kosmos of the human world 

is systemically distorted, it creates structural evil creating suffering on both an individual and social 

level. Like spider web, when one small part of the web is distorted, the rest of the web becomes 

distorted as it is woven/created.  We believe it is normal, because this is what is known, it is all we 

know, but it is also self-limiting.  The human agenda is to maximize pleasure and minimize pain.  In this 

distorted system, humanity maximizes pleasure (or minimizes pain) but also limits others freedom and 

maximizing others’ pain.  At a kosmos/societal level, this is structural evil creating immense suffering for 

some not caused specifically by a specific person or persons (a ghetto, systemic poverty, ecosystem 

destruction, unethical behavior in corporate and governmental entities, etc.).  Humans create pain and 

suffering.  In contrast the Divine, the Mother, wants desperately to counter balance this propensity.  Our 

call is to be that counterbalance, be an eagle in discernment, be clear about what you are about.   

 

At a personal level, the system creates “knots.  For example, the ego which is the managing director of 

the self is structured about the wounds we have received as children.  Our personality is structured 

around compensating for this emotional wounding (recommend texts by AH Almaas).  The result is that 

many humans develop compensatory behavior that helps them to function superficially within society.  

The enneagram for example is a great tool to explore the wounds and holes within our ego, 

remembering the ego is ONLY a construct.  Within the sacred texts of the west, the term used to address 

the imbalance between the body and soul can be called “the flesh”.    Sometimes these distortions can 

become a “pain body”, becoming an intergenerational issue, embedded within the family system.  

(Exodus 20:5, Deuteronomy 5:9 and Deuteronomy 24:16; Ezekiel 18:20 and Eckert Tolle).  Even Yeshua 



had to work through systemic distortion, he lived in an environment of piety and yet was a bastard from 

the perspective of his peers and neighbors. 

 

Yeshua acted strategically in dealing with “demons” and “evil spirits”.  On page 45, the egregore is 

mentioned, a semi-autonomous entity with limited power whose origins are the will and imagination of 

humanity (often times from a collective perspective).  This is an internal force compared to an external 

one which might be called demons and Satan. 

 

We are trying to untie some “knots”, to undo this systemic evil.  On the other hand, there is a huge 

amount of push in the other direction.  Systemic distortion originates with the Old Testament priests 

who the prophets railed against and can be traced to modern day religious institutions.  One might 

make the case that the 21st and 22nd centuries are the worst in human history (the Holocaust, etc.).  And 

yet, in a century of spectacular darkness there is also spectacular light (spiritual leaders of the last 

century, the banishing of slavery, the movement from child labor, etc.)   

 

So, the question is, “What is the true self”?  If the self we identify with is distorted as above, then is this 

our true self?  Or, is our “true self” something else?  In looking at the icon provided yesterday, where are 

you in this icon?   Part of us is still connected to the Divine, it is already perfect, but part of us must focus 

on where the distortion, the egregore, the knots exist, so that these can be set aside to allow the Divine 

Will to manifest through us. 

   

We are called to be an eagle in discernment and work with Sophia in the transformation to an  

evolutionary, transformative, and unitive force.   

 

Consider the story of Legion.  What is going on here?  The question is do we blame everything on Satan 

or the demons (an external force)?  Religion likes a scapegoat, it is easy. Yet, an egregore can be 

collective or semi-autonomous to an individual.  What is going on within this story?  To say something is 

sin, blame evil on the devil or an external source, may be missing the point.  To understand how to move 

forward, one must understand the genesis of the evil.  Is it systemic? Is it individual or is it from another 

source?  Only if we understand the basis, can we properly respond.  

 

Another question to consider, Yeshua acted strategically like an eagle.  He saw, he acted, and there was 

liberation.  Is that kind of seeing available to us?  This text suggests that it is. 

 

 

CONFERENCE DAY 4, PART 1 ~ Ward teaching 

We cannot do discernment unless there is Presence and constantation, the core practice is Presence and 

constantation.   Presence is the immersion into our true selves, that Loving Presence that holds us.  We 

are called to ascend to that Presence. We must be in Presence to do this work.   If our efforts are outside 

of that, then our motivations are simply egoic.   Presence is the constant and it is the ONLY place from 

which true discernment takes place.  Because Presence is Love and compassion, it is detached from 

judgment, in other words, constantation (e.g. observing without judgment).  This is from the heart, 



where the Divine Glory dwells.  In reality, we cannot separate ourselves from the Presence because that 

is who we truly are, you are that Observer.  It is our natural self; we only need to allow ourselves to fall 

into that natural state.  We think the egoic state is natural because it has been our fallback position.  

But, we are learning more and more to ascend into the Presence, to observe without judgment.  We 

cannot do spiritual work with the ego.  You cannot do this work from the ego, you can only do it by 

letting go, centered in God, centered in Presence.  

 

In our culture we use the word ascend to imply movement beyond the egoic state, higher than the egoic 

state, transcending it.    

 

The question has been raised as to where we find the authority to use the instruments of restoration.  In 

transcending the separate self, the egoic I, we naturally fall into the Presence, into Union, Communion.  

We are made for death as well, dying to self. We fight this with every fiber of our being because we 

want to exist and yet we are not truly existing.  Death is not what our culture says it is; it is a rebirth; a 

death of the ego, of what we have tenaciously held onto.  The first step is to create space, create a bowl, 

a space that can be filled with Spirit. 

 

To do this work of self-emptying we must be in Presence, it is the constant that allows true discernment 

to take place. Because Presence is Love, it observes without judgment – e.g., constantation.  What is 

needed is for Presence to be present, allowing It to work    We often think, “Oh, if I could get there...”  

And, yet, this unitive state is the natural state.  We cannot “get there” under the drive of our egos.  We 

must let go, transcending our current way of being/seeing through the ego.  In doing this, we fall into 

that place of union/communion.   

 

Now Comes the Final Merging  from Rumi: In the Arms of the Beloved, by Jonathan Star 

 

Now comes the final merging, 

     Now comes everlasting beauty. 

Now comes abundant grace, 

     Now comes boundless purity. 

 

The infinite treasure is shining, 

The mighty ocean is roaring, 

The morning of grace has come -- 

Morning? -- No! 

This is the eternal Light of God! 

 

Who occupies this beautiful form? 

Who is the ruler and the prince? 

Who is the wise man? -- 

     Nothing but a veil. 

 



The wine of love removes these veils. 

Drink with your head and your eyes -- 

Both your eyes, 

and both your heads! 

 

Your head of clay is from the earth, 

Your pure awareness is from heaven. 

O how vast is that treasure 

     which lies beneath the clay! 

Every head you see depends on it! 

 

Behind every atom of this world 

     hides an infinite universe. 

 

O Saaqi (cup bearer), free us from the facade of this world. 

Bring wine -- barrels full! 

Our eyes see too straight -- 

     straight past the truth! 

(con)………… 

 

Page 59 – “God governs the world by authority not by force….”  (1st paragraph).  God who is almighty, 

has no need to be petitioned.  We are talking about authority not power here.  WE are called to find the 

authority to do this work.  This is not a belief system or an “exercise”.  It is part of the human 

experience.  There are two wills that come together to do this work, apart from that there is no 

authority to do this work.  We are in Presence, we have that Presence; we are part of this Presence and 

are present to do this work with the authority of the Unity.   

 

Page 57/58 – “The Emperor has therefore renounced movement…authority demands this.”  The passage 

addresses the four emptiness’s using the Kabbalistic viewpoint (exterior, interior, mentally, etc.).  

Today’s material focuses on interior emptiness not the exterior, not our attachments to the world.  This 

work is interior, e.g. what are the underlying causes of our exterior attachments? The Emperor (bottom 

of page) has renounced movement, this includes renunciation of intellectual movement, opinion, and 

word.  The Divine/Authority demands this.    This gets to the core of our individualism, at the core of our 

identities, it is a painful restraint.  This marks a painful restraint, more so than external attachments.  A 

letting go of “who we think we are”, the stories we tell ourselves about who we are.  The arbitrary 

imagination of the personality must be let go ~~ who we think we are, what we think, what we like, etc.  

This is a crown of thorns to the ego, this is a crucifixion, a crown of thorns upon our personal knowledge, 

the separate self, and the images of imagination.  We are making room for the new Identity, if we cling 

to our personal imagination of who we think we are there is no room. The point of the enneagram is 

that you are not your “number” you have stopped there, truncated the process and “you” are much 

more than that. 

 



There is the ability to be emptied of self.  As we let go of these ideas, the space is filled by the Divine.  As 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:3, one must start with humility, with “poverty of spirit”, e.g., “Blessed are the 

poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”  If we do not start here, if we do not start with 

Presence then we should not go further in this work, one should not attempt this work.  

 

So, having renounced all external action, we turn within to realize our intellectual movement must come 

into the Light of Truth.  This is the ego’s throne, its prized possession, the rational person’s glory, a 

person’s uniqueness, one’s needs and desires, one’s independence. What is being asked becomes 

increasingly more difficult.  In the West, monasticism was based on these concepts – take on a new 

name, get rid of your clothes, etc.  It was an attempt to get at this, but the problem was that often it was 

the ego doing the work and this is dangerous when it happens.  When the emptying does not come from 

the freedom of Love, but from exterior oppression, it is unhealthy and damaging.  When it comes from 

Love, it is beautiful and compassionate.  It is always Love that wrestles with the ego, it is the way of 

getting beyond the ego, but fear is not the way.    

 

This echoes Jesus call to give up possessions (Matthew 19:21)  – what possesses the heart, what 

possesses the soul?  It is renunciation that takes us deeper.  What possesses us at our volitional level?  

What drives our volition, how do we make the choices of what we want, what we do not want?  This 

text says the Emperor has established four-fold emptiness, so at each level of his being he is making 

space so there can be fullness.  But first, space must be made within.  At this point we are called to leave 

intellectual space, not clinging to ideas, concepts, desires or identities.   

 

Remember that the word “disciple” means someone following a discipline.  We are speaking of 

dethroning the “false self” so we can fall into our True Self, essential for a theocentric life, not an 

egocentric life. 

 

Reading from the Empress, “This is the aim of sacred magic… to give freedom… to be truly oneself…to 

give sight to the blind…life to the dead….free will to those who are possessed.  It never encroaches upon 

our freedom…this is the path to true freedom.”   

 

This also hits to the core of our spiritual wants – do we cling to what we think should be – to ideas, 

doctrine, theories?  We are being asked to detach, to be open to the Truth, the Truth does not lie. 

 

The renunciation of the world must be followed by the renunciation of DESIRE for the world.  This desire 

is so embedded within us, our ego is formed around this false concept, a dualistic world view.  What we 

want is who we are, we think.  When we come to this step we become unsettled and insecure, it 

disturbs the core of our identities.  St Anthony, the father of the desert aesthetics, suggested that we 

are to make ourselves completely open to the Word of God.   

 

This runs counter to our Western culture, it is not what we want, our personal happiness, that is the 

point, perhaps we are almost incapable of this “second renunciation”.  It is very difficult for Americans 



to do this work, to release our independence and pride, relinquish who we are… how do we let go so we 

can find something higher, truer?  The pursuit of Holiness cannot be done by the ego.  

 

This change cannot come from exterior authority (rules, vows that are imposed from the outside).  Only 

when the ego wrestles with Love, can we let go of self….this cannot be done under the force of the 

external world.     

 

This is called the “healing of memories” e.g., healing the mind from what we think is true but is in fact,  

false.  We begin to act out of “true memories”. We are called to not worry, to remember who we really 

are.  This is a reminder that we do not need to go seeking, the Work comes to us, and It presents Itself 

(Luke 12).  Do we see how intrinsic this is to our spiritual work?   

 

If the nature of this second reconciliation is understood it points to a major blind spot in humanity ~~ we 

are destroying our world for our personal freedoms and wants, “I want to be rich at the expense of 

others.” 

 

In 1 John 2: 15-17, John wrote, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust 

of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. 

The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”   Do not love 

this passing world…cravings come only from this world, but it is passing away…we are clinging to our 

cravings until we take this spiritual step into emptiness and release our cravings. 

 

On the Dark Night – St John of the Cross 

 

I entered in, I know not where, 

And I remained, though knowing naught, 

Transcending knowledge with my thought. 

 

Of when I entered I know naught, 

But when I saw that I was there 

(Though where it was I did not care) 

Strange things I learned, with greatness fraught. 

Yet what I heard I’ll not declare. 

But there I stayed, though knowing naught, 

Transcending knowledge with my thought. 

 

Of peace and piety interwound 

This perfect science had been wrought, 

Within the solitude profound 

A straight and narrow path it taught, 

Such secret wisdom there I found 



That there I stammered, saying naught, 

But topped all knowledge with my thought. 

 

So borne aloft, so drunken-reeling 

So rapt was I, so swept away, 

Within the scope of sense or feeling 

My sense or feeling could not stay. 

And in my soul I felt, revealing, 

A sense that, though its sense was naught, 

Transcended knowledge with my thought. 

 

The man who truly there has come 

Of his own self must shed the guise; 

Of all he knew before the sum.. 

 

Through prayer the field is cleared, the nous, and we discover that true treasure, It begins to come to 

fruition within us. 

 

Meister Eckhart stated, “How can the detachment of the understanding comprehend all things?”  How 

can this be? Without form, without image, without turning outward?  He goes on to say it comes from 

simplicity, for God is the immovable good, motionless but always moving.   We cannot understand this 

intellectually.  We can only understand this from the nous, the inner chamber that Jesus spoke about 

(Matthew 6:6). 

 

If we cannot empty ourselves, then do not go forward with this process.  Even personal opinion, 

intellectual conceptualizing must come into the Light of Truth. What comes into the Light are our needs 

and our desires.  This includes our ideas about religion, things of spirit, and the intellectual concepts that 

we cling to, the things our ego says are “true”. What we want is who we are, so we think.  We come face 

to face with our fears, our identities, our desires, etc.  We are called to let go of ourselves, our desires, 

our hopes, dreams, etc.   We are called to let go of our pride to find something truer and higher.   

 

This second renunciation calls to light our blind spot, “it is all about me”.  Do not love this world, 

cravings of the flesh come only from this world (1 John 2:15-17).  We cling to our cravings until we arrive 

at this spiritual state.   

 

How can it be that the detachment of the understanding comprehends all things?  This is paradoxical 

but a deeper wisdom.  

 

It is in God that we live, move and have our being (Acts 17: 27-28).  We can fall into that Presence, 

immersed there, inside and out.  There is no separate self, there is only Presence.  This is the Observer.  

This is your True Self.  This I Love.  This is Compassion.  This is the Unitive Self.   

 



As Rumi suggested: 

 

Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, 

there is a field. I will meet you there. 

When the soul lies down in that grass, 

the world is too full to talk about 

language, ideas, even the phrase each other 

doesn't make any sense. 

Out beyond ideas of right doing and wrong doing 

Even the phrase each other do not make any sense. 

 

Meditation on the third chapter from The Cloud of the Unknowing (http://www.sacred-

texts.com/chr/cou/cou08.htm).  It speaks to this work, this is what the author’s book is all about.  It is 

about lifting the heart and to do so we must return to the core practice of awakening the heart and the 

work must be driving by Love.  If it is not driven by Love then do not even bother. 

  

CONFERENCE DAY 4, PART 2 ~ Lynn teaching 

In order to serve the power of the Kingdom of Heaven, there are certain requirements.  This is 

attempting to bring us into the place as colleagues of Yeshua.  To do this, we must take the stance of the 

Emperor to serve the Kingdom instead of the human kosmos.  The egoic structure must step out of the 

way.  In order to serve the Kingdom we must depart from the agendas of the kosmos.  In the human 

kosmos the process is to overpower, dominate and control.  In the Kingdom, the intent is to empower, 

to free.  This is a different way of seeing/being.  The human agenda is to hold on – to build fences, to get 

ahead of everyone else, to secure a position.  In the Kingdom, the agenda is to release, to open, to give 

away freely. 

 

The ego must step aside because it is not a safe receptor of the power of the Kingdom.  The ego’s 

structure is impermanent, it destabilizes quickly, it is not subtle enough to sense or understand the 

subtleties of heaven, and it is an unsteady guide.  To be healthy and useful, it needs a higher authority in 

charge.  In essence,  in the work of the Kingdom, it must recuse itself, giving way to a higher voice.  In a 

certain sense the human will  must let go of itself, to step aside and gives place to the Divine agenda.  In 

the stream which we flow, Yeshua is the example of this, letting go of self and uniting the human will 

with the Divine.  Yeshua went through his bridal chamber experience, full of the Divine agenda, the 

Divine purpose, a higher purpose, uniting two independent wills into one great will.  His work was the 

ultimate restoration of all things.   

 

In the shield we see the image of the eagle, the image of transcendence, of liberation, of flying high.  In 

the crown of the Empress is the authority that He has to use the Divine’s power, but the Divine was in 

fact using Jesus as the instrument of transformation.  The uniting of the two wills made a space for a 

Higher Authority to operate.  Yeshua goes out to do the work, but before he goes out he is tested to see 

if the unification is real or just a fantasy.  During the 40 days of testing, he proves that His will is indeed 

united to the Divine’s. 



 

What is the restoration of all things?  What does heaven want?  It wants to reverse the fall.  There are 

different definitions but ultimately it is the Union of heaven and earth, the Union of the human and the 

divine (theosis – divinization – a metamorphic change) into a divine humanity so that they are not 

separated but are a new being, a huge evolutionary leap. Ultimately, the Kingdom of Heaven wants the 

transformation of the Universe and the return of all things to God. 

 

Page 46 – There is an aside, but an important aside.  The top of the page basically says that the force of 

Love is so strong that eventually the “devil” himself will become a friend. If the restoration of all things 

means anything then this will need to occur.  This is said many ways in the New Testament.  Not just 

doing good instead of evil but actually transforming evil into love, into a friend (examples are also in Job, 

Thomas).   This is quite astounding and well worth thinking about. 

 

To begin to use the power of the feminine force of Love, in the way we have been thinking about it, we 

begin to use the generative/creative powers to create, then the unitive/restorative powers and finally 

the transformative powers.  This energy is free, but the receptor of the ego which we identify ourselves 

as, is not a good vehicle for this.  This is free energy and because Heaven wants it when one’s will is 

unified with the Divine will it is virtually unstoppable.  It may be slow, but it is unstoppable. But we want 

it all speeded up, but maybe now there is acceleration. 

 

Here is what this chapter wants to do; it wants to get very practical.  It wants to say you have 

understood the stance of the Empress holding the crown, which is the stance of the Emperor. There is a 

relationship between the crown and the Emperor, as the stance, as the guiding principal.  There is a 

shield, which indicates a liberation form the distortions of the kosmos to the transcendent realm which 

is possible.  But there are three more things…the thrown, the scepter and the Queen herself.  How do 

you use the throne?  How do you use the scepter?  These are instruments, the means by which this 

force is brought to bear on the world.  It is easy to miss the throne, but she is leaning BACK into the 

throne.   

 

Pages 45, 47, 50 ~~ The Empress is leaning back into the throne, surrendering back into the throne, this 

is quite extraordinary.  On page 45, just after the image of Moloch, the author starts talking about the 

throne.  The image on page 45 (on the right) is a Taoist image, maybe close to the “law of three”.  This 

mandala suggests we typically disregard one of the three powers ~~ Nature in all its entirety.  Page 45, 

“The throne on which the Empress is seated represents as we have said, the role of sacred magic in the 

world.  It is its place in the world and din the history of the world, it is lastly its basis.”  Nature in its 

entirety constitutes the domain of sacred magic.  Page 47, “The throne is the role of magic in the 

world….in the natural world.”  On page 50, the author mentions that Hermeticsm, sacred magic, “wants 

to purify, illumine, and change the will and nature of man in order to brings them into harmony with the 

creative principle of Nature and to render them capable of receiving its willingly bestowed revelation”.  

Similarly, Romans 8: 19 ~   "The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed". 

 



When we talk about the natural order we must remind ourselves that the natural order is our ally.  The 

natural world is not fallen;  it often trumps and stumps us to try to get us to pay attention.   

 

There are three levels to the throne:  1) the outer world, 2) taking the seat in our own personal 

circumstances; 3) the inner throne of our own inner being. These are all aligned.   When we talk about 

Mother (nature) in her own work we think of regeneration, life, interconnection, a web of life, 

sustaining, creative, active, and beautiful.  When we start to think this way, then we begin to get an idea 

how Nature may help us.     

 

Experiential exercise with items from the natural world e.g., ordinary objects collected from outside 

(rocks, wood) and hand thrown clay saucers. Very simple items can be quite beautiful; they are 

extraordinary if you pay attention.  Creation is worn by time, not highly sophisticated, seemingly 

imperfect, but there is an ideal that the wisdom of imperfection is built into things to teach us. The 

beauty of imperfection is astounding.  What we want is perfection, but what we get is imperfection.  The 

beauty of these items is that they are not perfect, each is unique.  But we do not pay attention to the 

small, insignificant aspects of the world around us.   

 

The Japanese tradition of wabi sabi, the beauty of imperfection, is everywhere.  Let this beauty teach 

you, heal you.  One consideration is incorporating nature in the world we live – the physical.  BEAUTY IS 

NOT IN FLAWLESSNESS.  Beauty is healing, it is restorative; the natural world is a throne of beauty.  We 

do not pay attention to it, we walk right by it.  Our inattention does not allow us to appreciate beauty in 

its truest form.  Fractals are an example of the beauty of that which is above so it is as below (Emerald 

Tablet).  It is a principal that is built into creation, beauty is curative.  When people begin to touch 

beauty they begin to heal.   

 

What is in your arsenal for your work in the Kingdom?  One is allowing people into your special world of 

beauty.   

 

When we start thinking about the natural world, we have some things to think about.  Not talking about 

necessarily creating beautiful things, but creating a beautiful reality both concrete and subtle.   

 

The pharmacology of beauty through plants is an example of the beauty of the natural world.  

Indigenous peoples have an awareness of plants as healers.  Animals are also curative and our allies. This 

is not superstitious….there is something going on, something important going on. 

 

The outer throne of the natural world is something of vast importance.  The use of this as the matrix in 

which we live, aligning ourselves with it, working with it, and in bringing people to it is important.   But 

the natural world faces us with unknown fears and after a period of time the natural world helps with 

healing of those fears.  As practioners in the power of Heaven, we can begin to use this throne that 

holds us to help restore balance for ourselves and others.  To bring beauty forward – whether material 

items, thoughtfully prepared food, or ways of being in the world….all will help restore the balance of the 

world.  As the Navajos say, “walk in beauty”.   



 

Secondly, there is the throne of our own circumstances.  We each have a particular placement on the 

planet.  There is beauty in every single place and we are called to discover what that is – not just in  

nature but in experiences, relationships, the gift of place, etc.  It is important to remember that the 

places where we are planted are a “gift” and use these places (and the surrounding milieu) as a throne 

from which we do the work of restoration.   

 

The Abrahamic traditions are very clear that the throne of God is the heart and the throne of your own 

heart is like this, it reflects the outer world and that there is a communication between the throne of the 

heart and the throne of nature. Nature/Empress is leaning back into the throne of her own heart.   

 

Each of us has three thrones available to us:  the throne of our personal situation, the throne of Nature 

and the throne of God, the seat of God, which resides in our heart.  But, the question is who is sitting on 

it?  It must be vacated for God to be present.  Sufis would say that God takes God’s place on the throne 

of your heart IF it is vacated. 

 

In this chapter, pages 46/47, are devoted to these issues. Laid out for the seminar is a broad collection 

of items from across traditions, instruments of healing and restoration, often used by people in 

“authority” as outlined in the Meditations.  These are in the “arsenal” of healing and restoration.  They 

are in fact the gifts that have been given; these are the “scepter” through which the Power flows.  The 

Power of Heaven when used properly is very potent.  

 

This chapter mentions blood, the text is a little strange.  Page 43 suggests that blood is the “life force”, it 

is powerful, restorative. The discussion of the globe and the cross… these are able to deliver an acorn or 

a drop of blood.  The funnel delivers a drop of blood precisely.  In the symbolism of blood, blood is the 

life force.  The delivery of the life force is part of the imagery of the Abrahamic world as well as in other 

sacred traditions.  The life force is restorative and powerful.  It is a symbol of an arsenal of things that 

might be used to draw people into the relationship and the restorative powers of Heaven.  The objects 

laid out on the table are all objects used throughout sacred traditions. 

 

Each of us needs to think about the instruments/objects, the words and chants, the gestures and acts, 

the rituals and liturgy, that we are called to use to assist with healing and as a path toward restoration. 

What is in your bag? 

 

Rituals, prayers, rites, and sacraments can be conduit for transformation.  Material Items can be 

restorative, generative and healing on many levels.  Items on the table include: 

 The cup of communion or of Eucharist, who has authority to bring this? How should it be delivered?   

 Crucifix, sign of the cross, rosary; prayer beads:  as a blessing, as a way of remembrance; as healing  

 Buddhist bell; Hindu prayer bells, the tintinnabulation at transformation of the Eucharistic elements:  

these have power to bring attention, to bring silence 

 Rosary, Buddhist prayer beads 



 Healing oil: anointing with oil for healing;  plant based healing oils (aromatherapy 

 Candles 

 Incense:  in Native American tradition sage for smudging; incense in high liturgical traditions (myrrh) 

 Touchstones –healing touch 

 

So the question is, what do you have in your arsenal, what are you called to use, what do you have 

permission to use?  Each practioner needs to become aware of the rituals and objects that heal and 

transform through them. When used in the right way, they have great power, they have the power to 

bring balance, healing and equilibrium.  What are the instruments of Sacred Healing – Sacred Rites?   

 

Let us begin to think about the Queen/Empress herself, through which this Power moves.  What we 

need to understand is the most important aspect is one’s presence, it trumps everything. Being present 

is the most critical aspect of healing, it is not just a matter of being physically present but more 

importantly being spiritually and emotionally present.  This can be seen in a mental health therapeutic 

environment where the healing modality is the same but the “healer’s” presence coincides with the 

individual who was in need of healing, and healing occurs.  In other situations, this does not happen 

even if the same modality is present.  It is a matter of giving space to allow the Divine to be present in 

that moment. 

 

But one must be mindful and present when engaged in this work, intention and preparation will 

influence if the outcome is transformative or toxic.  Elements that are important in the process include:     

 Preparation – with Wisdom understanding what needed and ensuring one is has the authority to use 

certain rites/modalities.  Being skillful in the ritual/action ~~ the right mix in the right order with the 

right emphasis. 

 Presence:  It is important to know where our Presence (in a Unified way) is most effective and in 

what circumstances.   

 Body language:  Kneeling, sitting, standing, genuflecting, bowing, etc.    

 Voice:  The use of the voice, to speak with compassion and with the instrument of voice e.g., 

ordinary or sacramental; chant or invocation.     

 Touch:  sacramental, loving light, strong, as well as  just normal human contact to that of 

therapeutic touch. 

 Gestures: both ritualistic and intentional (sign of the cross, praying hands, Islamic gestures, Buddhist 

blessing) 

 Ritual:  If given permission to use, learning to proper use, but these can be therapeutic too from 

prayers (Lord’s Prayer), dance (liturgical dance), liturgy, chanting  

 

What words, instruments, and rituals are you given to use?  Having authority and having the skill to use 

these instruments is important.  It is also important to understand the order in which things should be 

done, what will use the power of Heaven the most effectively?  This chapter suggests these are given to 

us to do the work of Heaven and that we should be attentive to sacred magical instruments and 

formulas which require the user to be skilled in their use in such a way they are not misused.  One must 



consciously think about what we are called to do, what tools we are to use and how we are to use them 

skillfully. 

CONFERENCE DAY 5, PART 1 ~ Ward teaching 

This is the hardest work that humanity has been called to do, to offer ourselves in emptiness for change, 

for transformation.  There are no words that are going to help with this except that we are all called to 

respond to it, and we know it.  This is not new since this is the primary teaching of Jesus, a teaching 

about Love and about our response to Love.  It is not meant to be judgmental, critical but it is an 

offering to participate, to be present to participate as Spirit is working in and through us.  To be simply 

present.     

Like a feral cat, some domestication/taming can occur but it is impossible to take the wildness and wild 

energy completely out of the cat.  What one can discover though that in the presence of a human 

companion, it may calm somewhat.  Similarly, our ego can run wild, it has deep longings, it is restless, it 

clings and claws, and tearing things, through its very nature.  But in bringing Presence to this reality, 

Presence can calm us, bringing us into alignment, a natural state that is in balance with one’s spiritual 

self and essence.  By practicing Presence within ourselves we can begin to tame the feral beast within. 

Page 59 from the text, Tao Te Ching, Jonathan Star, Verse 11:  

Wu is nothingness, emptiness, no-existence 

Thirty spokes of a wheel all join at a common hub yet only the hole at the center allows the wheel to spin 

Clay is molded to form a cup yet only the space within allows the cup to hold water 

Walls are joined to make a room yet only by cutting out a door and a window can one enter the room 

and live there 

Thus, when a thing has existence alone it is mere dead-weight 

Only when it has wu, does it have life…. 

In very simple language, we hear the concept of spiritual emptiness.  It certainly expresses Jesus’ 

paradoxical teachings on emptiness, of learning to create the emptiness, to die to self.  It is a simple 

practice. Simple but not easy, the practice is to simply loosen our grip on wants, needs, ideas, beliefs, 

etc.  This has been the practice this week and the Tao re-emphasizes this action.  In letting go of our 

beliefs, we are often faced with questioning and opening to a new emptiness, but through that process 

comes a new understanding. Life is inviting us into this pattern.  To become spiritually mature, we have 

to let go.  It is the pattern of the Universe; it is the Divine pattern that is offered to us.  It gives clarity to 

us, it begins to change everything.  Spirit is gentle, ever present and tenacious.    

It is said that Nature has a horror of emptiness, the spiritual counter truth is that Spirit has a horror of 

fullness.  It is necessary to create a natural emptiness, this is what renunciation achieves.  The Sermon 

on the Mount states this ~~ those that are rich with the kingdom of man do not have room for the 

Kingdom of Heaven.  Revelation presupposes emptiness.  This is our challenge…what does it mean to be 

empty in this way?  Unbeknown to us, it is Love that has been doing this work within us all along.  Now it 

is coming to our attention, this is what God had been doing in the world, this is God offering God’s Self.  



Because, in fact, we are the Universe’s volition, as Meister Eckhart said that we are volition in the 

Universe and we do the work for the Divine. 

Page 59 – “Now the problem of authority is at the same time….The crucifix is the image expressing the 

paradox of almighty God reduced to a state of extreme powerlessness….the most perfect revelation of 

the God of Love.”  This is the core of the Gospel, and yet it has gotten twisted, it has been missed.  It is 

hard, very hard, and humanity wants to avoid it because it calls us to a path of discipleship.  But that is 

the message that could have transformed humanity.  It is a message that humanity needs to hear.  

This is our example, that of renunciation, self-emptying.  And it is in this paradox one sees the highest 

revelation of the Divine in the whole history of mankind.  We have made it an image not an icon.  The 

doctrine of atonement has twisted the true meaning. 

It is easier to take the story and place it outside of ourselves, as devotion and doctrine.  It has replaced 

Love and acceptance with shame, guilt and fear.  But in fact, we are called to understand the sacrifice of 

God’s self-giving and we are called to do the same. 

Historically, blood sacrifice has been present throughout human history.  This idea of sacrifice has been 

embedded in human consciousness throughout history.  Recommended “Saving Paradise, How 

Christianity Traded Love of This World for Crucifixion and Empire” by Brock and Parker, regarding the 

development of atonement theology and early Christianity.  But this is a misinterpretation of the real 

intent of the image. 

It is a hard lesson to accept and participate in death; this is the pattern of the Universe.  But this is the 

pattern we are called to, the pattern of transformation and new life.  It is hard.  Humans are working 

hard to keep people alive longer but we do not see the beauty of death. 

Page 58 – We are taking a further step into renunciation, into this emptiness we are asked to participate 

in.  “This is not all, the shield bearing the eagle rests on the ground… in the esoteric…”  We are coming 

to the concept of anonymity.  In our society, we define others by what we “do” because it is our 

identity, this exterior identity.  The Emperor has renounced what he does; his true identity belongs to 

the throne, to the higher authority, to God.  When we discover our identity in God we will discover our 

true nature.   

The shield belongs to the throne not to the Emperor.  The Emperor has no mission, he has no name, and 

he is anonymous.  The mission belongs to the throne (the Divine).  The Emperor is not what he does 

because he is empty of external identity.  But, here the Emperor forgoes this.  He is not what he does, he 

has become free of external identities.  He is anonymous because this belongs to the throne (“I have 

been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and delivered Himself up for me." Galatians 

2:19-20).  



This is death to the old self, to the egoic self.    Self-denial is necessary to become one with Christ.  This 

turning, change in understanding, change in being, is the natural process of evolution if we will allow it.  

This is not generally an instant experience, it is a lifetime process.  Emptiness is part of this process.   

We learn to walk in the way of diakrisis, in the way of discernment, learning to know what is true and 

what is not, what is real from that which is not real, learning from the true self from the false self.  We 

learn to distinguish the difference between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world. This is 

difficult for us to discern what is of Spirit and what is cultural.  This is a challenge too because even the 

New Testament and the Bible embed cultural aspects 

In all things, detach, don’t cling.  We do not know what is of Spirit, what is cultural.  We are asked to 

loosen, make space, not to believe but to trust and allow the Truth to become present.  We are asked to 

let go not of ideas but identities letting go of “who I am” 

St John of the Cross said “…that few there are that find the narrow gate….for to seek in God is to seek 

for comfort and refreshment in God but to seek God in God’s own self is not only to be willingly to be 

deprived of this thing and that for God but to incline oneself to will and choose for Christ’s sake is to 

love God.”  “Not my will but thine be done”… emptiness so that fullness can be experienced. St John 

uses the Greek words for the emptiness of God and the fullness of God.  Paul writes that Christ is the 

fullness of God, and we the church are the fullness of Christ.  We are fulfilling the self-emptying of the 

Divine through our participation and self-emptying.  The disciple is no longer of the world but although 

in the world is detached, the disciple no longer clings to the influences of the world  and then a new 

identity can begin to arise.  Can you feel that identity, that looseness of your attachment to who you 

thought you were?  This may be one of the values to getting older.  It is a matter of recognizing who you 

truly are,  

Few there are that find the narrow gate, there are few who choose this hard work.  To choose and 

follow for Christ sake, to empty oneself to find the fullness of God.  Paul said, "and to know the love of 

Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God" (Eph 3:19) 

We are called to let go of our exterior form, shifting our identity.  Rumi says, 

Only Breath  from Essential Rumi by Coleman Barks 
  
Not Christian or Jew or Muslim, not Hindu 
Buddhist, sufi, or zen. Not any religion 
  
or cultural system. I am not from the East 
or the West, not out of the ocean or up 
  
from the ground, not natural or ethereal, not 
composed of elements at all. I do not exist, 
  
am not an entity in this world or in the next, 
did not descend from Adam and Eve or any 



  
origin story. My place is placeless, a trace 
of the traceless. Neither body or soul. 
  
I belong to the beloved, have seen the two 
worlds as one and that one call to and know, 
  
first, last, outer, inner, only that 
breath breathing human being. 
  
What has happened here?  Identity after identity falls away. 
Philip describes this, Yeshua reveals himself only in the capacity in the way one can understand him.  
When you are emptied of your identity you can see a different identity because we are not clinging. 
 
The Emperor has established in himself this four-fold emptiness having made a place for the Name of 
God, so that God can be manifested, so that theosis can take place, as he is transformed into God, 
expressing only God.   We must ask ourselves if we are experiencing this emptiness?   
 
Page 60 – at bottom of the page, “God is almighty, therefore…by truth, beauty and goodness.”  The 
Name of God is fully realized in us, we can begin to see that pattern.  In Jesus this pattern was fully 
realized.  This is what we long for, it is our participation. 
 
Page 62 – at the bottom of the page, “The void, the mystical space…are bound to one another. The idea 
of tsimtsum…are only two aspects of the same idea.”    In the text, when the author says “…the place of 
origin of existence which is absolute potentiality that not in any way determined…”  What does that say 
about your life? About the future of this world?  What are the implications here?  It is not determined, 
we do not know the future, and God does not know the future.  The future happens in and through our 
participation.  It is alluded that we are co-creators with the Divine and bear co-responsibility for what 
happens.  This can be frightening and is often why  we have clung and possibly why Calvin evolved the 
concept of pre-determination, it makes things feel “safer”. 
 
Page 62- “The first act of En-soph, ….every new act of emanation and manifestation is preceded by one 
of concentration and retraction.”  Of importance is the last sentence, every new act requires 
CONCENTRATION and RETRACTION.  What we are seeking in our fullness, seeking to understand, to 
have wisdom, insight requires us to do this also ~ to participate in concentration and retraction.  We 
must participate in this same process of concentration and retraction, pulling back from all those things 
(ideas, material items, knowledge, and our ego).  This is potentiality, open and receptive.  Without 
creating the void within so we can become receptive, we will never have the potential Spirit needs to co-
create. This is our primary work.   
 

CONFERENCE DAY 5, PART 2 ~ Lynn  teaching 
 
These are the energies that Yeshua invites us to enter into and to work with.  The Emperor personifies  
how the Kingdom manifests as one of its streams, a stream of rest, and the ataphatic movement.  The 
Empress is the moving center, where energy begins to effect the earth and humankind is a more 
cataphatic manifestation.  We are looking at the flow of this into our world, the aim is to restore the 
Universe into wholeness of being, to bring reality into ripeness.  This is an advance  practice, we must 



have gone through ego formation so that we can live in this reality but to do the work of the Kingdom 
that must be recused.  The ego we develop to manage the horizontal is not subtle enough to be able to 
do the work of Heaven.  For that, our individual identity must give place to a Higher Identity,  it must be 
superseded by a higher identity. 
 
The advancement of spiritual life allows a new identity to form around a higher center of ourselves, to 
remember something we have forgotten…the Higher Identity that we have forgotten. The text and this 
work say if we step aside from our dualistic identity to allow that Higher Identity to manifest, we will 
then know the “true self”,   it is ecstatic (beyond ourselves). 
 
This is teaching is found within the Islamic tradition especially in Sufism.  The teaching is found within 
the text, the Conference of the Birds.  In it is the story of a flock of birds that fly off on a spiritual quest to 
find the identity of the Sigmorgh,  a mythlogical bird, with a flowing form that lives on the top of the 
mountain.  In their search for this bird, there are many discoveries and adventures.  They discover when 
they meet the Sigmorgh, that it is actually them, “that is them”.  The mystical bird reveals to them that 
their true identity is not as an individual but as a collective self. The uniqueness of each bird pales in 
comparison to the collective identity.  The whole of our identity is the true Adam Kadmon.  It has always 
existed.  We have always belonged to it, carrying the complete image of the Divine.  We are It, we 
belong to It, and yet we have forgotten It.   
 
One of the ways of understanding Yeshua  is that he was the son of Adam Kadmon.  Yeshua gives voice 
to the whole of humanity, he speaks as the I AM, of the whole Presence, which embodies the fullness of 
God, and we are each part of It.  Each part is unique, but the whole is greater than the sum of its parts.  
Here we are disoriented and tormented creatures when we live without our complete identity. We are 
talking about giving place to the Whole, allowing the Whole to have a place, a voice, a representation on 
the earth.     
 
An example of this from nature is that of bees and a “hive” of bees.  Bees have individual consciousness, 
but the hive community has a higher consciousness – more complex and greater than the thousands of 
bees as individuals.  Each little bee contributes to the consciousness of the hive but must constantly 
keep in contact with the hive for survival.  Without the hive, the bee stops collecting, stops making 
honey and fails to thrive.  Bee collapse is caused by bees becoming disoriented and separated from the 
hive.  Conversely, when the hive decides to act it does things that an individual bee cannot do.  The hive 
“mind” makes decisions – to move, to grow, to change its nature during the year, and to swarm.  Bees 
are quite docile when swarming and you can convince the bees as a community to move, but they 
always move as a hive.  The hive mind directs the role of each bee, and over time the individual bee 
performs several jobs throughout its life cycle, all directed by the hive. 
 
Like bees, when we try to operate on our own we become totally disoriented.  The point here is to allow 
the “hive mind” to guide our lives.  You could say that the wisdom of Sophia is the “hive mind” and the 
“Christ mind” is the individual who gives absolute place to the “higher mind”.  The ego lets go in favor of 
the higher mind, it goes kenotic, and so begins attending to the whole.  This chapter (3) is about how to 
do this as well as the activity that the “wisdom mind”, the Sophiatic mind, the wisdom of the whole of 
humanity, sends us to do. 
 
When Yeshua speaks, it is the I AM voice calling us back to higher consciousness.  If we start to look at 
this chapter from this view (pages 48-54), we are called back to a restoration of what we had before we 



lost our orientation.  This chapter wants to speak about this is as the restoration of Paradise, the 
intelligence of humanity working in harmony as a whole, as Adam Kadmon.  
 
The individual bee/person is important but the whole must also be realized.  It is synergistic.  The aspect 
of the throne is that the ego must begin to step aside.  The activities of the heart (kardial) are in three 
parts, trinitarian if you would.   
 
We can talk about the activities of the heart as Trinitarian.  This includes analogical imagination (the 
heart’s ability – not the mind or intellect’s ability -- to grasp the sacred significance of objects, symbols, 
and insight into the truth of specific images and metaphors).  When your heart responds to a poem, it 
knows It has received something, that is analogical imagination.   
 
Intuitive cognition is to read the parts into a whole, to see the pattern and to see how things fit 
together, e.g., being able to see the meaning of the whole.  You see a small piece of something but this 
type of knowing gives you the ability see the whole (even though the other parts are not present).  For 
example, a jazz jam is unplanned and yet the outcome is a bigger than the whole of each part.  Or, it lis 
like you seeing your child doing something but then you immediately know more about what is going on 
than is apparently obvious at that specific moment.  We have this occur all the time, we do it all the 
time, but do not have a good name for it. 
 
Finally, there is consilient conscience, the ability to understand and to relate to both the parts and to the 
whole, aware of proper relationship.  It looks like half of the seal of David (triangle).  We are built with 
these capacities but they usually not activated.  When the Higher Mind, the Higher Identity, begins  to 
take It’s seat at the level of the heart, there is an increase in inner awareness and activity.  This chapter 
suggests that when this happens, the Higher Consciousness, the powers of the Divine Feminine, the 
Empress, reverses “the fall”.   
 
In our tradition, when we talk about our fall into space-time, there is a lot of toil and effort, but there is 
also the possibility of wu wei or effortless action.  In union with the Divine, She brings us to Mystical 
Union and that confluence (through the Magician) is about reestablishing that Mystical Union.  This 
brings about non-toiling effort, effortless action, things happen with the Higher Energy working with and 
through us.  It becomes more like play e.g. ,concentration without effort through which the Higher 
Consciousness acts in and through us.   
 
Page 48 addresses what Yeshua speaks and identifies as “the way”, the path, to the state of mystical 
union.  This is the way the chapter is working with this material.  Yeshua is opening up a path for each 
individual being to have direct experience with Higher Consciousness, with the “hive mind” if we go back 
to the bee metaphor. I am the Way to what?  I am the Way, the path back to that which was lost when 
humanity became disoriented.  This is one way of explaining what “good news” this is.  This is not a 
dogmatic theology but a way back to uniting, reuniting to the Higher Spirit.   
 
This leads back to Truth (i.e., “unforgetting” in Greek, e.g., to remember what we have forgotten) and to 
gnosis (embodied or “put into practice” knowledge).   Yeshua is the means to awaken, to remember, to 
embody real knowledge, not theological, not dogmatic, but embodied knowledge.  This is what is meant 
in Arcanum II.  This happens through experience, but experience that is lived out, a practice that 
becomes part of our reality is space-time.  Similar to riding a bike…it takes practice before it becomes 
easy, second nature.  This suggests that we are forgetful, we suffer in our forgetfulness, we are blind, we 
are lost, and we have lost meaning.  When we reorient, awaken to the Higher Mind, the heart lights up 



and can begin to do its work.  It has a capacity and consciousness that moves far beyond the ego’s 
agenda.  The ability for the heart to grasp truth, to adjust to the totality and to read the spiritual 
meaning of things manifests at a level way beyond the rational, conscious mind.   
 
The third part of this path is that we are being called into Life, called out of death and disorientation.  
We are called to Life, a Higher Reality.  In this context, the word used is the Greek word zoe – meaning 
Divine Life – a higher life form.  Although life exists on many levels, some have a higher and wider 
consciousness.  We are used to the life form of bios (biological life) but zoe is often not in our 
understanding in time-space.  Heaven knows that zoe life will subsume bios, and eventually will marry.  
We have access to both life forms, maybe more.  Anyone who works for the Kingdom is working to bring 
this into manifestation (John 14:6).  This is the voice of the Source, the High Mind.  You cannot get to the 
Source except through this process.  This is what is called “true evangelism”.  You cannot get to the 
Source except through the “High Mind”.  What we do is offer our being but this is not big enough since 
our bios are a temporary instrument.  The ego is not bad, it is not a sinner, it is necessary but it must 
step aside to work toward something more interesting and much larger. 
 
The chapter does describe this.  The Way to Truth and Life is the magical transformation of reality as we 
understand it.  He contrasts the magic of this operative energy to the way we go about science (page 
49), e.g., we take things apart and we deconstruct to understand.  But the work of the Kingdom (page 
50) is the synthesis of heaven and earth; it is constructive, explosion into greater beauty and integration.  
Our tradition says that when humanity goes through it evolution it needed earth, so descent was 
necessary process to actually use the hanging fruits for the Tree of Life.  But this Tree which we though 
we lost in the garden of Eden,  is low hanging fruit available to us, once we are able to let go of the ego 
as our sole identity of who we are we are able to pick the fruit.  However, the roots are in heaven, at the 
Source (page 47).    
 
Page 50/51 – The sword…when we move from the “will to power” to the “will to serve”, then the sword 
that guards the tree of life is a beacon of light to come and take the truth.  The sword works for 
everyone and saves, as well as nurture and grows and spread.   Its mission is Divine.  The unity of this 
tree is the synthesis of consciousness, matter, force, etc.  The work in the Kingdom is to synthesis and 
brings it into unity.  In human consciousness though one separate the Inseparable. Truth is the 
remembering of this, the experiencing of this, flowing into the seal of Solomon in the middle of our 
being. 
 
What is the perspective of the “fall”?  We have lived with a vision of the fall; it is a necessity of some 
sort.  We are often taught it was a moral necessity because we goofed.  Others suggest it was a 
collective decision to descend into duality, falling into duality necessary for our maturation.  This might 
be a preferred view and out of that comes the experience of learning to have wisdom; you cannot go 
through the process without this.  This is the Islamic view. 
 
So this forgetfulness and living in separation is troubling, alienating, but it is also necessary. Even 
Augustine uttered “oh this happy fall”.   
 
From the Tao Te Ching, this is perennial wisdom, Chapt 39. 
From ancient times till now the One has been the source of all attainments 
By realizing One Heaven becomes clear, Earth becomes still spirits gain power and hearts fill up with joy 
By realizing the One kings and lords become instruments of peace and creatures live joyfully upon this 
earth 



 
Without the One Heaven has no clarity and would crack Earth has no peace and would crumble spirits 
have no power and would lose their charm 
 
Without the One hearts would dry up, empires would fall, all things would go lifelessly upon this earth 
Long ago kings and lords called themselves orphaned, lonely, and unworthy.  What honour can there be 
without humility? 
 
What heights can be reached without being low? 
The pieces of a chariot are useless unless they work in accordance with the whole 
A man life brings nothing unless he lives in accordance with the whole universe 
Playing one part in accordance with the universe is true humility 
So whether you’re a gem in the royal court or a stone on the common path 
If you accept your part with humility the glory of the universe will be yours 
 
The Gospel cannot be read as dogma or an egoic support system, it is a transmitter of Wisdom.   
We are called to be the Sophianic wisdom in this reality, the voice of Yeshua “faith-hope-love”. 
 
Page 53 – “The Arcanum of the sacred magic calls us …to the way of generation…a life force…”  The tools 
available to a worker of wisdom are fourfold (presence – you have to show up; give voice to the Truth – 
empowering and life supporting, it can be “magical” and powerful.)  First it is presence, being 100% 
present as well as using the power of the total Presence in relationship and in restoration.  It is voice, 
the voice of empowerment, being directed through Spirit.  In essence, sacred magic. 
 
This idea of faith, hope and love addresses many of these issues.  Sophianic wisdom is to heal and 
restore trust.  With the right approach, trust can be restored.  It is magical.  The way we are, the way we 
begin to describe things, can restore trust, restore faith and give new hope in the Divine Reality.  When 
we talk about the future, of what a human being actually is, that we have access to the higher 
consciousness, this is very hopeful.  This is the reason of Rumi is so amazing, because he restores hope 
instead of cynicism.   His poetry goes to the heart instead of the head, when we do this then we begin to 
feel excited again and hope is renewed.  And, then Love, follows.  Love is magical.  Love is embodied in a 
human body in touch, in care, and attention…when done in the right way these are life producing.  The 
point is that if you can get below the defense mechanism, one discovers Love can be very gentle and 
light.  This takes faith, hope and love; these are the forces of restoration, restoring man to this true 
identity.  You do have a lower identity, use it, that is fine but it is not sufficient to engage Sophianic 
consciousness. 
 
Page 54 – the fecundity and the regenerative power of the Divine Mother generates an upward fall 
(Richard Rohr’s book, Falling Upward, is the right title).  What the tradition says is that we are moving 
from our original position from “son of humanity” in its old from (Adam Kadash) to son of humanity in 
its new form.  The form in paradise is just the beginning form, the journey through earth is necessary to 
prepare one to a new form of “son of humanity”, the future, and the ultimate form of humankind.   The 
picture at bottom of age 54, is an icon of Sophia/Divine Mother holding the future humanity not just 
Mary holding Jesus.  It is iconic.  We are invited to be collaborators and colleagues.   
 
So we could act without “hive consciousness” but it is not fun and it is very hard.  This wisdom is more 
subtle; the egoic mind is too rough and cannot grasp the “higher” wisdom.   
 



How do we get to the point where in the world of horror, how can we begin to act as the sage, the 
mage?  We begin to see God everywhere; the Presence is infused in all of creation.  It presents the 
Unitive viewpoint.  How do you get from a Unitive perspective, living in duality, how does one function?   
Duality is the time-space reality, (page 66 in Recitations) the heart is separated and torn.  But, the 
opposite is united and woven together.  It is not a choice to switch one point for another, but it can be 
held in the High Mind.  One cannot choose to light up one’s heart but the Sophianic consciousness can 
change the way one perceives.  One does have the freedom to choose to let go of the ego, to allow 
kardial consciousness to take precedence so that the Mind of the Divine can begin to suffuse 
consciousness.  The choice is to let go of the ego, to allow Divine Consciousness to enter in. Sitting in 
silence begins to allow us to release and open.  In doing so we are offering ourselves to Higher 
Consciousness.  Life will give us the experiences that present the opportunity to allow this to happen. 
 
We are so close to the problem, to suffering, so into the weeds that we often cannot see the underlying 
wisdom, that all of life is the dance of God.  It is easy to get inundated, to give up, especially when it is 
the “ego” that is driving the behavior and viewpoint.  But, in moving out of “self” and allowing the High 
Mind to operate, allowing the seat of Wisdom to take precedence, we align with It, we do not force the 
“lower” perception on it, and Compassion can manifest.   
 
This concept is expressed in several shared readings, on suffering and God’s working from Love Poems 
from God by Daniel Ladinsky: “Servant of Unity”; “Could You Embrace This” page 136; “No One Will 
Begrudge Me” page 188;  and from Recitations:  “Destiny” page 51, Meister Eckhart 
 
Yes, God has caused us a “lot of trouble” but in the end we will understand. 
 
The very last line of this chapter implies that we have an angel, an angel that will guide us and show us 
the way.  You have at your shoulder, behind your back, you have an angel, which is the angel of your 
being (part of the Sophianic tradition).  It is there to guide us, to help us see, it cannot be rationally 
explained.  It is part of the trust, the hope and the love.  It cannot be explained but you have to keep 
your seat even when things are falling apart, this is part of the earth experience. 
 
It is wonderful to enjoy this material world but one must also see the harsh reality of this world, if we 
“keep our seat”, then we have accomplished something.  Each person’s life has been a mixture of light 
and darkness.  It is possible to affirm the past given the present, where we are now. Sometimes getting 
to this place of wisdom is a long, long road.  It may be some cannot reach it until they are on the other 
side.  But there is hope.  And, this tradition allows us to work with the “other side”.  “Lay up yourself 
treasure in heaven…”  The work will not stop until it is over, until ever soul is reunited and all is 
reconciled to God that is ecstatic. 
 
We are in the world collecting the wisdom that we will use; our tradition says there is the first-born, the 
first fruits that will serve those who come after us.  CS Lewis reflects this is in his book, The Great 
Divorce.  This is a perfect image.  The concept of the bodhisattva in Buddhism parallels this concept.  
This comes from a state of Higher Consciousness, not from an egoic basis.   
 
 
       


