
1 

HIGHLIGHTS  

• The gathering was from Thursday, April 4 
through Sunday, April 7th. at the gracious and 
beautiful home of Abbots Ron and Karen—
Way of the Wolf in Fredericksburg, Texas. 
Their generosity is astounding!  

• The Rev. Ward Bauman from the Episcopal 
House of Prayer was the featured speaker and 
presenter using the topic, The Naked Truth, 
from the Gospel of Philip.  

• The Reverends Ann Johnson and Blake 
Burleson were consecrated as new Abbots of 
the Order. 

• The Rev. Debbie Gordon was ordained as a 
priest of the Order. 

• Sister Marilyn Yeager was consecrated as a 
new monk of the Order. 

• Alice and Herman Virgil were accepted as 
postulants of the Order.  

• Diana Beardsley was made the new Host 
Master of the Order for communication and 
logistics and presented her work to us and how 
we can begin to utilize this new ministry. 

• Ward Bauman was made an honorary Abbot of 
the Order and presented with the Order’s Seal 
in recognition of his leadership and role among 
us and as the a leader in the Membership of the 
House of Prayer.  

• Thom and Jodi Ricks joined us to discuss their 
work as artists and authors. Tom introduced his 
large painting which we have called “A Priest 
to the World,” and how he and Jodi work as 
artists with the inner promptings of creativity.  

• Blake Burleson presented his ministry of 
anointing on the Baylor campus and beyond. 
And also spoke of his pilgrimage to Galilee 
with his son Garret and friend Lily. 

• John Adams presented his vision and work 
around sustainability and the program called 
“Wakening the Dreamer” as well as 
demonstrated various techniques of healing 
massage. 

• Alice Despard told of her and Stuart’s 
pilgrimage on the Camino of St. James in 
Spain this year. 

• Ann Johnson spoke of her ministry in Williams 
and Flagstaff, Arizona and the impact of the 
Order in Northern Arizona. 

• Sally Roberts gave us information of a 
possibility for a future pilgrimage to South 
India and the Thomas sites among the Mar 
Thoma people in January and February of 
2014, following her own recent trip to India. 

• Lynn Bauman spoke about the work of Monks 
as Priests to the World.  
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The focus of the weekend was on the balance between a 
Monk’s inner and outer life. We describe inner life as 
Interiorized Monasticism (the “monastic” values of a 
life dedicated to the contemplative path following the 
practice and teachings of Yeshua). These are brought 
intentionally onto the inside, at the level of the heart. 
While we are living this vocation,  we make the outer 
world our “Cloister” which becomes our work.   
 
The beautiful and powerful presentations made by the 
Rev. Ward Bauman from the newly discovered  
Gospel of Philip described the incredible richness of this 
inner world and its relational experience. (An summary of 
the notes of those session are included in this newsletter). 
 
At the other end of the spectrum of our work and life as 
Monks is the energy and vocation we bring as “priests to 
the world.” (A summary of this material by Lynn Bauman 
is included in this newsletter along with images).  

Between these two, and helping to maintain equilibrium 
between them, is the community itself (the Order) which 
provides us support and insight as we attempt to balance 
these opposites. One might imagine this demonstrated by 
the diagram below. We live between these two aspects of 
our life and work in the Order.  
 
As an intentional community, the Order is a fulcrum point 
of accountability that can help us remember who we are 
and what we are doing here.  
 
In Buddhism these same principles are expressed as the 
inner mind of the Buddha, the outer life of the traditional 
teaching of the eight-fold path of the Dharma, and the 
Sangha or community. We express it as knowing the 
Mind or heart of Yeshua, the Anointed One, walking on 
his path of praxis through the world, and then living in 
solidarity with those who have heard the voice of the 
Messiah calling us to this path.  

FOCUS of the WEEKEND 

The 
Community 

The  
Inner 
Life 

The  
Outer 
Life 

The Life and Work 
of a Monk 

The central theme of Ward’s presentations from the 
Gospel of Philip centered on the nature of truth and how 

we receive it.  
 

Philip says that at the beginning of our journey, while we 
are being prepared for the experience of the Bridal 
Chamber, truth comes to us clothed in symbol and 
metaphor. This is the way we must receive it. It is easy, 
however, to mistake the symbol for the Reality itself (and 
when we do so, the symbol becomes an idol and deceives 
us). [Analogues 44, 6] 
 

Ultimately, however, there is to be the direct experience 
of truth in its “unclothed form” (naked—or unmanifest), a 
direct experience as an intimate relationship, not simply 
an “it,” but Truth known as a Presence with whom we 
have intimate relationship and dialogue. That 
relationships takes place within us, at the level of the 
heart—and that experience is called the Bridal Chamber 
in the Gospel of Philip.  

Our essential work, then, is discernment—coming to 
discern the reality of truth. This is not a knowledge about 
Truth as doctrine or dogma, but entering into a “spiritual 
marriage” where truth is experienced as a relationship. 
You must “marry” it.  Relationship is the only source of 
truth—it is a deep communion between “persons” who 
are present to each other. In the inner Chamber we can 
see, be with, and come into intimate relationship with 
“higher realities” because we are becoming as real as they 
are. [Analogue 27] 
 

Truth happens, therefore, when the inner and outer are 
united. From the Bridal Chamber experience Yeshua 
knew at his baptism he said, “I have come to make the 
inner as the outer, and the outer as the inner” [Analogue 
44]. This uniting comes through love (and love leads to 
surrender, letting go, a “not knowing” so that we can 
receive the greater fullness).  

THE NAKED TRUTH 
The Rev. Ward Bauman 



3 

Love is the energy that unites, and again, love is a 
relationship between persons and presences. The universe 
itself is being enticed back into this unitive reality. The 
sacred rites (the sacraments) are revelatory of this pattern 
of return and reciprocal feeding (the prototypical 
sacrament of Eucharist is the primary image).  
 

Every sacrament either leads to or ends in the Bridal 
Chamber experience where oneness is experienced. God 
invites us to this feast, and deeper still into intimate 
relationship where God’s own self is fully given as we 
participate together in an act of mutual surrender.  
 

We feed on God (on God’s energies of love) and God 
feeds on us. God and the human heart become united (or 
one as Yeshua said in his prayer in John 17). This is the 
Christian understanding of non-dual reality. It lies behind 
everything. To see and to know this (to experience this) is 
Enlightenment—which is what Yeshua knew from the 

W 

S 
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Holy Place 

Holy of Holies 

Holiest 

moment of his baptism when he emerged out of this 
Bridal Chamber experience [Analogue 50].  
 

The divine energy is love—and it is sensuous and erotic 
running through all the veins of the universe—existing at 
its very heart. It is this as a “fragrance-filled-wine” which 
entices us and draws us back into Itself. There is 
ultimately no duality, unless, of course, we stand back 
and refuse to participate intimately in God.  
 

This is also the highest attainment of knowing—it is 
Yeshua’s view of Enlightenment. On our journey we 
move from one form of knowing into another—from the 
outside into the inside, to the Holy of Holies where the 
Light lives and from which it pours. The outer Temple 
was destroyed, but the inner Temple exists inside—in that 
deep place, the place of the heart, where non-dual 
relationship exists. It is from that relationship that the 
Light shines.  

—excerpted from Ward’s talks 

EXERCISE: Before bedtime, prepare yourself as you do 
for prayer. Be relaxed, attentive and divested of all 
distractions and self-focus. Spend 15 minutes in silent 
contemplation in the Divine Presence. 
 
Read Analogue 70 from the Gospel of Philip carefully 
and attentively. Read it repeatedly as needed until the text 
seems clear, speaking directly to you. Don’t get lost in the 
metaphors, but rather let them just present themselves to 
you.  
 
Descend into your nous (the deepest level of the heart). 
Begin to meditate upon the text. Using your imagination 
and creative mind; what do you see, hear and understand? 
What is being said to you? Do some journaling for this 
process, letting your thought and first insights emerge. 
Write what you sense, but also what you don’t 

MEDITATNG on ANALOGUE 70 

understand. What questions are arising? Be as thorough as 
you can.  
 
When you have finished your meditation, prayerfully read 
the text once more and enter more deeply into a quiet 
inner place. As you retire to bed, let the text rest within 
you. Be open to the working of the Spirit within you. 
Here you will begin to pass the confines of the mind, 
resting in simple spirit. 
 
During the night, as you rest in prayer repose, be prepared 
and open to receiving more insight and understanding. In 
the morning, upon awakening, read the text once more, 
but not with your mind. Read it simply with the heart and 
then stay in that heart space, above the mind, words, or 
understanding, in the quiet still Presence of God, where 
sacred union takes place in response to God’s Word.  
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A WORD from ABBOT BLAKE BURLESON 
Anointing as a Focus of our Healing Ministry 

      Two years ago at the Gathering, in talking about what 
it means to honor the perennial wisdom of Yeshua, Lynn 
discussed two primary responsibilities for the Order: 
(1) the transmission of wisdom (teaching praxis) and 
(2) healing.  Perhaps our individual calling as priests in 
the world will emphasize one or the other responsibility, 
yet each of us has opportunities to touch others in ways 
that are healing. 
      The Greek word for healing in the NT is SODZO, 
meaning to "protect", "preserve", "heal", "deliver", 
"become whole", or, to "keep safe".  Yet of the 111 times 
the word is used in the NT, the KJV translates it 93 times 
as "save.” I grew up in a tradition that used the word 
"saved" to describe a "point in time" when one became 
forgiven of sins.  The main point of salvation was to get 
your insurance policy to heaven.   In the evangelical 
church I was a part of that meant walking down the aisle 
and “getting saved.”  Then it meant getting others to walk 
down the aisle and “get saved.”  Salvation was about the 
soul and the eternal destiny of the soul.  Yet, the Bible 
uses the Greek word "sodzo" primarily in the "present" 
tense, to describe our being healed of dis-ease in our 
lives.  We might think of this as “as restoration of the 
fullness of being.”   
      While I had not practiced anointing for purposes 
of healing in the past, when I got back from the 
Gathering two years ago, I placed the vial of oil on 
my desk at work.  In my role as an associate dean at 
Baylor, I see students on a daily basis, many of 
whom are in crisis.  They come to me for “academic 
reasons” but there are often multiple issues involved.  
Many are deeply wounded.  So my job has a built-in 
pastoral responsibility.  I had never, however, anointed.  
That was new to me.  
      Over the course of the last two years, I’ve anointed 
students, faculty, and staff in my office.  Certainly, not on 
a daily or even weekly basis.  These are more like 
monthly occurrences.  Sometimes, I’ve thought about 
anointing a student but then decided against it.  There is, 
obviously, discernment involved.  Of those I’ve invited to 
be anointed, none have declined.  All were spontaneous, 
unplanned events. 
      I have anointed students and staff before and after 
surgeries, before mission trips, or upon the death of a 
loved one.  I have anointed those suffering from mental 
illness.  For those who have had unexpected trauma or 
loss of direction or focus.  I anointed one student in the 
presence of her father who was offering his forgiveness to 
her in her admission of cheating and being expelled from 
the University.    
      As we practice anointing for the purposes of healing, 
perhaps we provide the following for those in our care 
and concern: 

1.    “A Word” ;   The desert fathers and mothers went 
into their cells outside of the cities and others came out to 
them.  When these seekers (of healing) came out to the 
monk, they often asked the monk: “Give me a word.”  
This request—“Give me a word”—is a key phrase, 
repeated often in the Sayings of the Fathers.  The seeker 
who approaches the monk is “not asking for a command 
or a solution but for a communication that can be received 
as a stimulus to grow into fuller life.”  One word or one 
phrase, given in love, in the physical containment of your 
cell (so to speak) is powerful.  It can change a life.  So to 
practice this, we must provide space to sit. Providing 
proper space for encounters of the heart is a traditional 
monastic practice.  We must provide containment. “If you 
build it, they will come.”  Not by the hundreds, of course; 
our ministry is small.  But they will come.  With 
appropriate containment you are able to listen; you will 
provide deep listening; listening of soul to soul.  And you 
will be given a word.  A word that heals.   

2.    Empathy (not sympathy);  Abba John the Dwarf 
said, “A house is not built by beginning at the top and 
working down.  You must begin with the foundations in 
order to reach the top.”  They said to him, “What does 

this saying mean?”  He said, “The foundation is our 
neighbor, whom we must win, and that is the place 
to begin.  For all the commands of Christ depend on 
this one.” “’Winning’ a neighbor isn’t about 
converting others, but instead is about helping to 

open their hearts to God’s healing.”  You are a conduit; 
you are a witness to the healing; in a sense you do not 
heal.  You allow your mind, your soul, your body to be a 
conduit through which energy flows.  This starts with our 
imaginative empathy. 

3.   Objectivity (not subjectivity); While monks are not 
professionals in the field of medicine, we provided an 
objectivity in a similar way that a physician or nurse 
might.  As monks and priests in the world, we carry with 
us the knowledge and experience that suffering has 
meaning.  There is a sense that we see as did Siddhartha 
Gautama the patient’s symptoms and then provide an 
objective diagnosis, prognosis, and prescription.  
Providing objectivity to a person in pain is a great value.  
To say, what is happening to you happens to us all.  This 
distancing is healing.      
 
       Imagine, then, where and how you might anoint the 
sick, bereaved, distressed, anxious, disheartened, 
disillusioned, and dying in ways that provide “a word,” an 
empathic presence, and an objective understanding for 
and of their suffering.    

Anointing oil is available 
to any who request it. 
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• Thom Ricks’ Gift to the Order is the use of this 
image from his galleries of powerful paintings. 

• This image was based on an experience with a Masai 
warrior from Kenya speaking at a Unity Church 
concerning his peoples’ emergence from 
enslavement. 

• Thom expressed this as a vision of an offering of 
inner light from the seven circles of light around and 
inside the vested figure bearing the flame and the 
ancient signs.. 

• The form of the warrior becomes iconic for us as we 
bring Divine Light to the world out of our own inner 
emptiness. 

• The faceless darkness speaks to us of a selfless self-
donation that we make as A Priest to the World in 
our outer work in the Order. 

• We draw sacramentally from the energies of heaven 
and earth to bring Holy Light to the need for healing 
and transformation of the world around us.  

• We do not offer anything except ourselves as 
channels to make available a Light that is higher than 
we are. This Light we give away to the world.  

• The ascending triangle of our own spiraling journey 
at the level of the heart meets the Divine Energies 
which fall from above and continue flowing down as 
water from the silver plate that holds the burning 
candle as an offering to the world.  

• Priesting the World is the Order’s outer work done 
at the level of the heart.  

• It is set within a great cosmological unfolding that 
includes the multiple dimensions of heaven and earth. 

• We are passing through space and time where we live 
in two streams of experience which become the 
matrix of our terrestrial life here; one is the human 
axis of personal and world affairs, and the other is 
great axis of the natural order which is the web of 
cosmos and Earth that holds and sustains us. 

• We stand at the nexus where these two horizontal 
axes are intercepted by the vertical axis of immanence 
and transcendence. Integrating all three we minister to 
the worlds inside and all around us. 

• Ours is a role of walking between worlds, bridging 
chasms, and creating right-relationships between all 
things—for we are working in a shamanic way, to 
awaken from sleep, bind together in spiritual 
marriage, mediate the energies of love, and as 
Yeshua, the “Master of Resurrection” did, offer a path 
of return to the Source. 

• We do not work alone. We are channels for the 
hierarchy of Angels who dwell in the Temple of Holy 
Light, for we belong to the Celestial Human—the 
spiritual prototype and destination to which we return.  

• We do our work only when we maintain this cosmic 
perspective making our own journey of Eternal 
Return.  
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A PRIEST to the WORLD 

S tep away from the city of human habitation for 
awhile where you always have to be on guard, 

      so that the beauty of giving to all those around you 
      may arise once again inside. 
You see, our true nature is benevolence. 
One is just half of one’s self, only a part of one’s strength,  
      just a fraction of one’s talents, 
      without love’s constant reign over the provinces and 

realms of the soul.  
Is it not clear, then, that charity is the essential matter? 
The earth itself is like an egg in my nest, 
      and you are my mate keeping it. 
This world needs our warmth against it, 
      or things will perish.  
There is already a pristine stream inside your inner field 

of vision. 
By keeping that stream in view,  
     you yourself will not be so thirsty, so much in want,  
     or in such need of a constant cure. 
Attention can rightfully be given  
      when you, freer of care,  
      can turn to the persons around you. 
Only this kind of “master” can extricate his or her life 

from the maze, 
      and become a priest to the world. 

So let this inner knowing flow from your face, your hands, 
your heart. 

Become a shelter, a refuge in this turbulent place  
      in space and time. 
From some summit of laughter and joy, 
      reach down into the chaos  
      and stop it for someone else. 
      O what blessing that would be! 
Open up a rare shop—give competition to the finest 

brothels. 
       Let people catch something from your heart that will 

cause them no grief, 
       but allow them to sing. 
You too can find those treasures from the ancient deposits 

of music and wisdom once known, 
       that are still of such value.  
If so, sell what you find way below market value, 
      and the cost you have paid for it in tears. 
Away from the city, where you need not be so on guard, 
       you are more apt to realize  
      the beauty of God’s holy laughter,  
      and become a priest to this world. 

 

--inspired by Rumi and Daniel Ladinsky 

The Bridge 

During the Consecration and Ordination 
Michael Sciretti read adaptations from 

Dialogues with Angels  
by Gitta Mallasz  

 

L isten carefully!  
The Beloved created you to shine.  

But there is a split between you and YOU.  
This split, this dark Abyss,  
           which was . . . which is . . . but which shall not be,  
           is also in you.  
 
The created world, and the creative world —  
           between the two: the Abyss.  
Be sure you understand this!  
You yourself are the bridge.  
You cannot wish for creative rays.  
You cannot long to be the bridge,  
           when you, within yourself, are the bridge.  
For to be the bridge has been given to you.  
 
Light streams everywhere!  
The Bridge . . the New Human . . . the Being of Light,  
           

           spreads its arms open wide,  
           and the Cross, too, becomes Light.  
The Heart-Bridge of Light embraces everything and 
radiates everywhere!  
 
The Earth cries out with joy:  
           It is One with Heaven,  
           and You are One with the Divine.  
 
To unite: that is the goal.  
Without union, nothing lives.  
The chosen strives not upwards . . . nor downwards;  
           the chosen lives both worlds!  
The chosen unites!  
Matter calls for Spirit.  
Spirit kneads and forms Matter.  
The Song of the chosen is union: Spiritual Matter and 
Material Spirit.  
Planned since the beginning of time was the Union.  
The Song of the chosen is Unity.  
We bless Earth, we bless Heaven, we bless the Divine.  
Uniting all — bridging Heaven and Earth.  
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A PRIEST to the WORLD A PRIEST to the WORLD OBSERVATIONS from ABBOT RON POIDEVIN  

A WORD from our new HOST MASTER 

      Not feeling well can often serve as a major distraction 
and reduce an ability to concentrate.  Perhaps it can also 
minimize spurious thoughts and the mental kidnapping 
that can take hold and blind us to the moment.  I felt more 
of the latter presence and felt wholly engaged throughout 
the weekend as a broad variety of thought and wisdom 
flowed like a warm waterfall over my heart. Seldom have 
I ever been so aware of a shift in my inner being, and with 
confidence I know a shift was also occurring in OOOW.  
Exactly what this shift is has not fully reached my rational 
mind but my heart is full of the joy and experience of it. 
A small bit of clarity has risen from heart to head that will 
allow me to put some words to this gathering.  
      Three key aspects have occupied my thought for the 
past 3 days : 
 
      A. Interfaith dialog and wisdom.  B. Grounding        
C. Inclusivity. Even as I write this I know there is a single 
overriding theme embedded here.  

1.   Ward offered deeper entry into the Gospel of Phillip 
with a deft hand and a loving heart.  It sang its own song 
with beauty and clarity but was enhanced with passages 
from the Tao Te Ching  Buddhist teachings, and Sufi 
poetry.  Like a patchwork quilt, a variety of sources spoke 
to one another from different ages and cultures to arrive 
with a single message of love.  In many ways The Gospel 
of Phillip is as diverse as any of the other traditions, an 
eastern vision encountering the western mind. The 
“word”, Logos, exists all around us in the now. 

2.   To receive this rushing flow of wisdom from 
widely different sources might cause one to “pick 

the flowers” only to find the bits of wisdom are likely to 
dry and wither with time and stress.  Yet received as 
grateful gifts to enhance us, well grounded in a tradition, 
we see each bit in its full context as it reaches into our 
hearts.  How different this is then when we try to judge 
the truth of other wisdom streams based on our 
understanding of any single tradition. Ann and Blake each 
shared with confidence possibilities for us as they 
accepted new roles as Abbots with this same grounding 
and open heart.  

3.    An observation from every OOOW gathering for me 
is the welcoming of the stranger.  Each arrival at our door 
enters into the community with no pre-conditions.   All 
that we have to offer is spread out before everyone, the 
chants, the wisdom, a place at the Table to be nourished 
in body and spirit.  There is no longer a stranger in our 
midst.  Soon their gifts flow to us and the abundance 
grows. 

       In part, this shift in my inner being is that each of 
these 3 observations is at the core of one of the first 
statements about the formational intent within the 
OOOW.  We must be inclusive of all who seek us out.  
This difference of culture, thought and experience will be 
the source of our challenge, our need to reexamine any 
thought that causes separation, any tendency to believe 
we hold “The Answer”.   The diversity each of us brings 
becomes the glue of greater community. May the fire 
sowed into the cosmos burn deeply within each of us in 

the special way the Spirit guides us. 

      In an effort to improve communication within the far-
flung membership of the Order, efforts are underway to 
establish initiatives that will allow the community to 
obtain important information when desired, improve both 
community and individual communication as well as 
deepen the relationships between Order members.  Here 
are some of the initiatives that have been proposed and 
approved (or are under consideration).  Your comments 
and feedback are always desired and helpful, so please 
forward your ideas and input to the Host Master, Diana, at 
our email address orientalorthodoxorder@gmail.com. 
 

Summary of the Annual Gathering.  The weekend was 
fast paced, densely packed and spiritually deepening.  
Those who attended may want written or audio records of 
the weekend and those unable to attend may wish for 
more information than presented earlier in this newsletter.  
In either case, two options are available to Order 
members.      

       First, Order members can obtain a copy of the notes/
transcript from Rev Ward Bauman’s teaching on the 
Gospel of Philip, The Naked Truth, simply by emailing 
the Order at orientalorthodoxorder@gmail.com and 
requesting the document.  The document will be emailed 
in PDF format to the requester.  At some time in the 
future this information will be available via the Order’s 
website but if you desire the document now rather than 
later, send us an email and let us know.  We will be happy 
to send you the PDF file.   
       Secondly, Order members can obtain an audio 
recording of Rev Ward Bauman’s, The Naked Truth, as 
well as the plenary sessions, the presentations by Abbots 
and Monks on the work of the Order and  audio 
recordings of many of the chants from the weekend as 
well as Saturday evening’s worship/consecration/
ordination liturgy.  In the future, we also hope to have 
these audio records archived on the website for  
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... Host Master continued .... 
 
on-demand-access but in the interim, if you wish the 
audio recording, mail your request to The Oriental Order 
of the West, c/o Diana Beardsley, PO Box 311955, New 
Braunfels Texas 78131.  Include your name, complete 
mailing address and a check for $15 (made out to Diana 
Beardsley) to cover the cost of the thumb drive and return 
postage.  Audio files will be downloaded to a MAC/
Windows compatible drive and mailed to the member.  
Any excess receipts will be contributed to the Order’s 
operating account, Contemplative Wisdom. 
 

Other Initiatives: After a  ”brainstorming” session with all 
members during the weekend and a follow-up meeting of 
the Abbots, several initiatives have been approved and 
will be implemented in the near future.  Here is an 
overview: 
 

Website Upgrade.  The Order’s website will be updated to 
include two new pages – one for “Resources” and a 
“Monk’s Page”.  The “Resources” page will allow access 
to teaching materials, chants, and websites of affiliated 
communities. Some offerings on current pages will be 
moved to the “Resources” page as well as new resources 
added by community members when available.   
Upcoming offerings will be placed on a “calendar” 
to include offerings from The Praxis Retreat and 
Learning Center, Episcopal House of Prayer, etc.  
Additionally, a special page – “The Monk’s Page” 
will be developed to archive information uniquely of 
interest to monks and allowing materials to be accessed in 
the future.  Funding for the necessary software upgrades 
was approved by the Abbots. 
 

Periodic Newsletter.   In the past, the Chambers 
Newsletter informed of important happenings within the 
community.  It was decided that this option would be re-
established and used on a periodic basis when 
appropriate.   
 

Blog vs. Social Networking vs. Forums.  During the 
community discussion it was generally agreed that the 
blog is no longer effective or fulfilling its original 
intention.  There was general consensus, however, that 
on-going and time sensitive communication is important 
to the community.  Pros and cons of an Order 
organizational page on a social networking site were 
discussed as well as the alternative of a community 
forum.  No decision has been made at this time and the 
options are being researched.  Monks are asked to contact 
Diana via email (orienatalorthodoxorder@gmail.com) or 
phone (830-626-3991) to provide input and ideas.  
Options will be further discussed at a meeting of the 
Abbots in mid-June. 
 
 

Membership Roster.  A master roster of all community 
members has been developed and release of this was 
approved to all members.  The roster will be emailed to 
all Abbots, Priests, Monks and Postulates in the coming 
weeks.  Watch for it is your mailbox. 
 

Monk-to-Monk Conversations.   Technology based 
communication is a wonderful gift, but it still falls short 
when it comes to building intimacy.  Given the distance 
between most community members, the idea of small 
cells of monks gathering by conference call on a periodic 
basis was considered a partial solution.  Monk Gail 
Ostensen has graciously agreed to facilitate one or two of 
these groups, limited to 4 or 5 participants per group.  
Groups may take one of two formats – either one 
devotional in nature (including a reading, lectio divina 
and centering prayer/meditation) or one focused on 
personal sharing of the path (similar to group spiritual 
direction).  Members interested in this opportunity are 
asked to contact Gail directly be email at 
gostensen@gmail.com or at home, 979-690-0714, or 
mobile, 979-422-9707. 
 

Annual Gatherings.  Annual gatherings will continue in 
coming years as a primary opportunity for members to 
connect. 

 

Praxis Teachings.  All members will be included in 
Praxis Retreat and Learning Center announcements 
of upcoming teaching with Lynn.  It is hoped that 
members will be able to attend teachings outside 

their local area when feasible. 
 

Schools of Wisdom.  Deepening community is best done 
through the intensive environment of a School of 
Wisdom.  The 2013 Schools of Wisdom dates have been 
finalized.  One week only will be offered at the Praxis 
Retreat Center in Elwood, Texas this year and a second 
week will be offered at the Episcopal House of Prayer in 
Collegeville, Minnesota.  Schools will be co-led by Lynn 
and Ward Bauman.  Both Schools will focus on The 
Archetypal Wisdom from Christian Hermeticsm and the 
Journey of the Soul, with a concentration on the third and 
fourth arcana or archetypes.  Although the Schools are 
open to all, preference will be given to those registrants 
who have completed the study of the first two Arcana 
during the summer 2012 School of Wisdom or spring 
2013 sessions. 
 

June 2-8, 2013 at the Praxis Learning and Retreat Center, 
Ellwood TX.  $650 per person/double occupancy.  $75 
non-refundable deposit.  For more information and to pre-
register please email Diana at wisdompraxis@gmail.com    
July 21-28, 2013 at the Episcopal House of Prayer, 
Collegeville MN. $720 per person.  For more information 
or to register, please go to the website http://
ehouseofprayer.org/programs/ 
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SPECIAL WORDS and OFFERINGS 

A WORD  from ABBOT ANN JOHNSON 

From it is out of the abundance of the heart that the 
mouth speaks. Luke 6:45 

 
I am overwhelmed with thankfulness: 
 
For you and what you mean to me and to each other; 
For old and deep friendships and new companions on the 
way; 
 
For sparkling dawns and mists in the valley and  
Dark, dark nights that show the winking eyes of God. 
 
For gifted teachers and ancient wisdom; 
For minds to hear and hearts to love and understand; 
 
For food that feeds the body and food that feed the soul; 
For hands that cook and hands that wash and put away; 
 
For peace and rest and prayer and song—and sacramental 
silence. 

As you meditate on this weekend, remember that you are 
loved and cherished and perfect –and rejoice with the 
angels who are rejoicing in you. 
 

You are the word of God spoken once. 
 
Pray for each other. 
 
To the members of the Order— 
 
             I am honored and humbled to have been 
consecrated an Abbott at the last Gathering.  You monks 
set a very high bar in terms of praxis.  I have learned 
much from each of you—and all I have learned will help 
me on my journey.  Please know that I am available to 
each of you whenever you need me—and I offer the 
beautiful mountains of Northern Arizona anytime you 
wish to travel west. 
 
Blessings on the journey--Ann 

This is a poetic offering from 
Monk Sam Roberts expressing 

his spirit, his heart.  
 
 

Spiritual Bouquet 
 

I gazed with longing at the moon plow, 
  carving the early morning, tangerine clouds. 

My voice had been suspended, my essence 
      cut off from the source. 
Burying my head in the sand of “work”, seemed a great 
      alternative to the pain of awareness. 
Then the bottled “gift” pushed against its restraint... 
 
The gift of awareness once loosed leaks from any trap, 
      any restriction. 
The prize of awareness distorts the recipient, 
      until gifts become treasures of a different realm, 
      a different comfort, an interior comfort... 

A funny and wonderful thing happened during the weekend. 
Alice and Hermann Virgil were with us for the first time 

and felt drawn to enter the Order as postulants,  
and we are glad to have them.  

Hermann heard us say several times to be sure 
and bring “Invocations”  

(meaning our book of liturgy, of course)  
to the Saturday evening Service. 

He thought we meant that everyone should write an invocation 
of their own and bring it, so he did. 

When we learned what we had done we insisted he share it. 
It is beautiful: 

 
Invocation 

 

E ternal Spirit: 
Let me learn to serve you. 

Let me know myself. 
Teach me to love your world, 
         as you love your creation. 
Guide me on the way as 
         a postulant in the Order. 
Amen 
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A WORD  from ABBOT KAREN POIDEVIN 

      Just one week ago, we gathered together in 
joyous reunion, anticipating we would receive, 
give and carry something away to nurture who we 
are at our depths. Someone said, “I wish I could 
live in this space all the time.”  AMEN!!  So, how 
do we maintain the mantle which falls upon us 
when we are in community? 
      Although my experience of monasteries and 
convents is limited, what I have observed, life happens 
no matter where one resides. So,  what is it that so 
envelops me when we gather together for this intense, 
precious time? Ward quoted, “We experience things 
from what is in our own being.” I think we bring an 
energy of openness and longing and an expectation 
based on our history together.  I know that in this 
sacred space, there is great acceptance, love and 
compassion. This year felt even more so for me. We all 
carried our “back stories” as Alice called them, and 
maybe because of them we are more intentional 
about sensitivity to those around us.   
     It was exciting to participate with a group of 
people who eagerly come together to share and learn 
how the other is living out their rule of life. I observed 

the welcome and embrace of Hermann and Alice Vigil 
along with Abdul-Massih, as they entered the ongoing 
stream of this convergence of lives.   
 
       How many times have I heard, “It feels so good to 
be able to speak the things I have thought but never 
dared to express before.” This speaks to me of how 
safe, confident and trusting we are together.   
        What struck me so deeply this is year was a shift 
within myself.  This year I saw c l e a r l y  the significant 
impact the Order has made in my life and the lives of 
all who come to the Gathering.  Saturday night's 
service was especially poignant to me.  I then knew as 
never before, I had said “yes” to something that has and 
continues to impact my life in so many incredible ways.  I 
felt gratitude at my deepest level for this opportunity.  
The opportunity to join with others dedicated to living the 
GOOD NEWS of Yeshua’s life any where we can.   
I want to note once again, my appreciation to everyone 
for stepping up regarding KP duties.  I truly felt the 
embrace o f  a l l  o f  y o u  a s  y o u  d i d  whatever it 
took to make everything run smoothly.  Thank you, 
Thank you. 

A Special Welcome 
 

We were so glad to welcome to our 
gathering a friend and colleague 

of Blake Burleson 
at Baylor University, 

Abdul-Massih 
from Syria 

and a former Syrian Orthodox Monk. 
It was our privilege to sit with him 

and he with us for this 
gathering. 


