
The Holy of Holies as the Bridal Chamber 

March 2018 

Links to audio files: 

Friday pm :  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/20062350/mar-2018-

session-1-ed.mp3  1:49 

Saturday morning:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/08043354/mar-2018-session-ii-ed.mp3  1:49 

Saturday afternoon:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/04/08050436/mar-2018-session-iii-ed.mp3   1:45 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Notes and Images 

Friday pm 

Four primary themes: 

1. Restoring the scared Spirit as feminine 

2. The Holy of Holies as the Bridal Chamber 

3. Becoming a “true human being” and the work of Holy Wisdom in this process 

4. The alchemical processes that assist in this transformation 

 

The process is aided by a “developmental” trinity:  Mother/parent; sister/sibling; lover/mate 
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Saturday Morning: 
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Analogue 44:  Truth did not come to us in this world naked. Rather it was clothed with symbol and 
image, for it cannot be received in any other way. There is rebirth into another time, and there is the 
image of that rebirth, but it is truly imperative that one not be reborn in symbol only. So what, then, is 
the resurrection and its image or symbol—for resurrection comes through the icon? And what is the 
image of the Bridal Chamber—for through its icon one is brought into the truth of the restoration of all 
things? It is crucial, then, not simply to come to birth through the Father, the Son, and the Sacred Spirit 
in name only, but to be born through them in actuality. Whoever is not given birth by them will also 
have their names, which one received in the anointing that comes from the power of the cross, 
removed. These individuals have not simply received the anointing—which the Apostles called the union 
of the opposites of the right and the left—but they have also themselves become “the Christ,” the 
Anointed One. 
 
The Master accomplished all this through the mysteries: Baptism, Anointing, Eucharist. Restoration to 
fullness of being, and the Bridal Chamber, saying, “I have come to make the inner as the outer, and the 
outer as the inner.” Everything he said he spoke by means of signs and images concerning that place 
which is transcendent to this one. And all those who confirm, “I am the Christ,” also come from that 
transcendent place beyond confusion. 
 
1. The term rebirth is literally “birth of another time.” 
2. The two words, icon and image translate the same term, which in Greek is literally “icon.” However 
the word “type” is used with “icon” to describe how truth has come into the world. 
3. It is difficult to understand the meaning of the two statements concerning resurrection and the bridal 
chamber and their icons, since in the statement about rebirth it is important not to be reborn in symbol 
only, whereas in these latter two the action seems to come through the image or icon. The phrases seem 
to be entirely parenthetical in nature. 
4. The term mysteries is sometimes translated as “sacraments,” but the term, nonetheless is mysteries 
(musterion). 
5. The word restoration to fullness of being is a Greek word which is often translated simply as 
“salvation,” though it clearly means far more than that and is perhaps better translated with this entire 
phrase for clarity. 
 
 
Analogue 47:  Let not the Bridal Chamber be for animals, slaves, or harlots. Rather, let it be for those 
both free and virginal!  
 
Indeed we have been begotten and brought into being by the aid of the Sacred Spirit, and then we were 
reborn by means of the Anointed One. In both cases it is Spirit who has anointed us, and having thus 
been reborn, we are now “married” beings. 
 
No one can see the reflection of themselves in water or in a mirror without light, and no one can see 
that light without water or a mirror to reflect it. To see one’s true self, it is necessary to be immersed in 
both—the light as well as the water, and the light is present in the oil of anointing. 
 
1. In each of these paragraphs the emphasis is upon the movement toward or realization of union. The 
Bridal Chamber as the place of union can only be experienced under certain conditions. 
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2. Union itself is the coupling, marrying, uniting, or mating of the two “birthed” forms of ourselves—
physical and spiritual. In each case, as the second paragraph explains, it is the Spirit who assists. Perhaps 
the image, then, is that of the midwife who is present at the birth in each instance. 
3. In the third image immersion (the original text uses the Greek term “baptism”) into both water 
(literally in the first birth and figuratively in the second birth) and light (second birth) are the two 
instances which are united in one being to produce one new form of humanity. 
 
 
Analogue 40:  This is the way one lives into the mysteries. There is magnificence to the mystery of 
marital union, for the world is a complex system based upon humankind, and human society itself is 
grounded in marriage. So contemplate, then, instead the union of pure spiritual embrace, for it has 
great power. Its image, however, is found in physical sexual union. 
 

1. The focus upon the world is not upon the physical reality of the planet, but upon the world systems 
created by humans, which we call the “human world.”  
2. The phrase the union of pure spiritual embrace (borrowed in part from Jean-Yves Leloup’s translation) 
is a positive way of translating the original “undefiled koinonia” in the Coptic text. The attempt here is to 
translate the direct meaning without recourse to the negativity of the word (defile and defilement) used 
in the Coptic. That word implies that there is moral or spiritual pollution or defilement through sexual 
union, which is contradicted, it seems, in the opening statements. “Coming together without conjugal 
relations” might be another but more complicated way of describing the same meaning. 
3. Physical sexual union in the final sentence uses the same word “defilement.” 
 
 
Analogue 41:  There are both male and female spirits, which at heart are unclean or impure. Males 
spirits seek to mate with souls that inhabit a female form, and female spirits seek an unequal 
relationship with a male form. So no one, then, is able to escape being seized by their compulsions if 
they have not received both the power of the male and the female in equal balance. It is in the iconic 
Bridal Chamber, where the bride is united with the bridegroom that this balance is attained. Outside 
that union, unwisely females see a lone male and begin to flirt with him until they are engaged in sexual 
relations. Likewise, males who see a beautiful female by themselves will, out of lust, try to seduce and 
then sexually coerce her. Yet when the male and female sit side-by-side together in mutuality, neither 
will coerce the other nor be coerced. This only occurs when the image and the Archetype are united in 
mutuality. And so in this world, even where the forces are strong, they are not able to seize hold of one 
who has manifestly transcended both the fear and force of the flesh. This individual’s self-mastery is so 
precious an element that they are able to withstand the violent reactions of the multitudes that wish to 
seize and suffocate them out of envy. Are not such individuals able then to escape through the divine 
reality? Are they, then, ever really afraid? 
 
There are, of course, those who pray frequently, “O keep us safe from the unclean and demonic forces, 
for we are the faithful ones!” But if they had only possessed the Sacred Spirit, nothing unclean would 
ever cling to them. So neither fear the flesh nor love it. For if you fear it, it will become your master, and 
if you love it, it will devour and suffocate you. 
 

1. The phrase iconic Bridal Chamber translates a phrase in the original which says that the Bridal 
Chamber is “icon-like,” or in Greek “ikonikos.” In the Semitic tradition to which Philip clearly belongs, the 
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Bridal Chamber is understood to exist within a heart that is virgin or virginal. The Bridal Chamber is the 
heart. 
2. The phrase the image and the Archetype puts into modern parlance a similar phrase in the original 
text, “icon (or the image of God in us) and our angel” (the Angel is the image’s archetypal form as it was 
understood in ancient cosmologies). 
3. The fear and the force of the flesh could also be translated as the “attraction and repulsion of the 
flesh.” 
4. In the second paragraph, the term forces translates the word “spirits.” 
5. The word suffocate could also be translated as “strangle.” 
 
 
Analogue 49:  The powers that be can do nothing against those who have been clothed in perfected 
light. They can neither see nor seize them, for they have been vested with light through the mysteries of 
spiritual marriage. 
 
If the female had not been separated from the male, she would never have died with the male. Her 
separation, however, became the cause and origin of death. It is for this reason that the Anointed One 
came that he might remedy this condition by uniting the masculine and the feminine together again. 
When the feminine and the masculine come together in spiritual union within the Bridal Chamber, 
therefore, they are no longer separated—a separation which occurred when Adam and Eve united 
outside the Bridal Chamber. 
 
Adam’s soul was brought into being by the Breath whose spouse is the Anointed One. The Spirit gave 
Adam his soul, for she is the soul’s mother. But because he had not yet been united to the Logos, the 
dominant powers were able to deceive him. Still, all those who unite to the Sacred Spirit in the secret 
place within are invited one by one into the Bridal Chamber where they are joined in spiritual marriage.  
 

1. The term perfected light is light which has been completed and made perfect. 
2. The third paragraph does not specify what the powers are which are able to deceive, but they appear 
to be equivalent to the archons (lower level powers which influence the world). 
3. Spiritual marriage is a term that has been used in tradition for this idea which is expressed in Coptic as 
the “mating” or the union of opposites. 
4. The terms masculine and feminine can also be translated as male and female. 
5. In the final phrase of the second paragraph that says Adam and Eve united outside the Bridal 
Chamber, the original says “mated outside the Bridal Chamber.” 
6. In the final paragraph Breath and Spirit, two separated words in the Coptic version, are identified as 
the same element and being. 
7. The phrase the secret place within translates a portion of the text which has other words missing, but 
the word “the secret” is in the text, which has been used elsewhere to mean the inner realm. 
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Analogue 40:  This is the way one lives into the mysteries. There is magnificence to the mystery of 
marital union, for the world is a complex system based upon humankind, and human society itself is 
grounded in marriage. So contemplate, then, instead the union of pure spiritual embrace, for it has 
great power. Its image, however, is found in physical sexual union. 
 

There are, of course, those who pray frequently, “O keep us safe from the unclean and demonic forces, 
for we are the faithful ones!” But if they had only possessed the Sacred Spirit, nothing unclean would 
ever cling to them. So neither fear the flesh nor love it. For if you fear it, it will become your master, and 
if you love it, it will devour and suffocate you. 
 
Saturday Afternoon: 
 
Analogue 47:  Let not the Bridal Chamber be for animals, slaves, or harlots. Rather, let it be for those 
both free and virginal!  
 
Indeed we have been begotten and brought into being by the aid of the Sacred Spirit, and then we were 
reborn by means of the Anointed One. In both cases it is Spirit who has anointed us, and having thus 
been reborn, we are now “married” beings. 
 
No one can see the reflection of themselves in water or in a mirror without light, and no one can see 
that light without water or a mirror to reflect it. To see one’s true self, it is necessary to be immersed in 
both—the light as well as the water, and the light is present in the oil of anointing. 
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Questions for Consideration: 
1. What does it mean to fall in love? To be in love? 
2. How do you treat a lover (compared to a friend, for example)? 
3. What is the marriage relationship really like? 
4. What does it mean to be a “married being”? 
5. What is it like to be “married”, in relationship with the Divine, with Wisdom? 

 
Types of “marriage” 

1. Masculine to Feminine 
2. Human with God 
3. Heaven and Earth 
4. Angel with its icon (Philip 14) 
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Analogue 45:   
 
When that which is from above comes into manifestation it is commonly thought to be “from below.” 
When something is hidden or unmanifest it is often said to be “from above.” It is important, therefore, 
that the interior and the exterior exist together beyond all externals, and for this reason the Master 
called the schism between them an “outer darkness” because transcendence cannot exist there. He also 
says, “My Father dwells in secret, so go into the hidden chamber and shut the door and commune there 
with the One who is in this hidden place within you.” The Father is there in your innermost being, and 
there is no other place transcendent to this, which is the Fullness beyond all “place.” 
 
Before the Anointed One appeared, no one could return to that “place” from which they had come, and 
neither could they leave this external place that they had entered. But when the Anointed One came, he 
brought interiority into the external world, and those caught within the outer world, he took inside. 
 
1. The phrase schism between them translates the word for destruction or fracture. 
2. The hidden or secret place might then be thought of as the Bridal Chamber itself.  It is also the place of 
Fullness, the pleroma. 
3. The place of transcendence is actually “no place” for it is not situated in space or time, but it is the 
point or place of origins, and, as this passage suggests, it can be found within. 
4. In the last paragraph the terms outer or external world, as well as inner place or world are made 
clearer by adding the terms “place” and “world.” 
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Analogue Forty-Eight 

At the temple in Jerusalem there are three chambers to which one can bring an offering.  One opens to 
the West called the Holy Place. The second opens to the South and is called the Holy of Holies, and the 
third opens to the East, which is the Holiest of all where only the High Priest may enter. Immersion or 
baptism brings one into the Holy Place. Restoration to fullness of being is the Holy of Holies, and the 
Holiest Place is the Bridal Chamber.  
 
Immersion leads to resurrection, resurrection leads to the great restoration, and restoration leads to 
union in the Bridal Chamber, which transcends everything else, for nothing can be compared to it. 
 
Those who pray over Jerusalem, loving her because they already dwell within her, behold her as she 
now is. These are called the holiest of the Holy Ones. 
 
The veil in the Temple was torn in two to reveal the Bridal Chamber, which is nothing other than the 
image of the heavenly Temple. The curtain of the Temple on earth was torn from top to bottom, but it is 
entirely fitting for that which is below to move upward to that which is above. 
 
1. Reference to the various parts of the Temple in Jerusalem is not perfectly clear in Coptic. It may be that 
it is referring to gateways. On the other hand it may be chambers within the Temple. 
2. In the second paragraph the progression from one spiritual state to another is implied. 
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3. The final paragraph in which, again, the subject is the Temple appears in this passage to refer to a 
higher Temple beyond our space-time coordinates. 
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Analogue 
Seventy:  At 
first the way in 
which God 
works to 
govern the 
creation was 
covered by the 
Temple Veil, 
but once that 
veil was torn 
and what was 
inside revealed, 
the outer form 
of desolation 
was to be 
abandoned and 
left to be 
destroyed. 
Then 
everything was 
to flee those 
external places 

outside the Holy of Holies where it is impossible to unite with the Light or with the unflawed Fullness. 
Instead all were to come under the wings of the Cross and within the embrace of its arms. This is the ark 
of safety for us, a place of refuge when the waters of cataclysm overwhelm us. 
 
In the priesthood there were those who were able to go inside behind the veil accompanied by the High 
Priest. So for this reason, then, the veil was not torn simply at the top so that it would be available only 
to those who are higher. Nor was it torn at the bottom to bring revelation only to those who are lower. 
Rather, it was torn from top to bottom, opening to those both above and below that all might have 
access to the truth of hidden things. 
 
This truth is important and its excellence strengthens us to go inward through the symbols, humble and 
often rejected though they may be, and by this lowly means to enter into the presence of the fullness of 
glory—glory upon glory, light upon light, power upon power. Those who have reached this perfection 
open the way into the truth of hidden things for the rest of us, and thus saints and sacred beings bring 
us to the threshold of the Bridal Chamber and invite us within. 
 
1. In the first paragraph the opening line the term creation may well be under to be the “founding of 
things” spiritual or inward and not simply the external creation. 
2. The outer form of desolation may be understood as the exoteric forms of religion or the external 
temple forms of religious observance. 
3. The interesting phrase All-Soul translates a Coptic idiom perhaps from the Greek, which mean the 
whole or the totality. Here it is expressed as the World-Soul or the All-Soul of humanity. 
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4. The phrase the truth of hidden things translates another which is often rendered “secrets of the 
truth.” 
5. Light upon light is a compounding of the term glory upon glory added for emphasis. 
 

 
 

Analogue Fifty-Two 
 
The truth regarding the deeds of humanity is this: 
Deeds come from human power called “abilities,” but 
another “accomplishment” of humans is the progeny 
born to them from out of a period of rest. Through 
power humans are able to govern, and yet children 
also reveal accomplishment, though they come from 
this state of repose. You will see, then, that this 
applies all across the imagery used to mirror human 
beings: personal accomplishment is done through 
effort or power, and yet through rest or repose 
children are begotten. 
 
In this world slaves are forced to work for those who 
are free-born. In the Realm of the Heavens, however, 
it is the free-born who act to serve the slaves—for 
the children born from the Bridal Chamber are 
created to serve the sons and daughters of natural 
birth. All the children of the Bridal Chamber bear the 
same name—Rest. And they share it mutually and 
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need nothing else, for in their awareness they contemplate the glorious beauty of the Icons. This is true 
immortality, for these dwell in the sacred Bridal Chamber receiving all the glory of those who have 
reached fulfillment. 
 
1. The first paragraph of contrasts is compactly written, but seems to compare the outer deeds of 
humans on the horizontal plane with their inner accomplishments, children. 
2. Rest and repose are the same word, and stand for that superior state of being and consciousness in 
which things are held in unity and balance without compulsion or coercion. 
3. The phrase natural birth translates “marriage” (gamos in Greek). 
4. The term immortality is a Greek term meaning “deathlessness.” 


