
 

OOOW GATHERING, May 24-27, 2018 

Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio, TX 

 

  



 

  



OOOW GATHERING, May 24-27, 2018 

Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio, TX 

 

Thursday audio:  Welcome and Keynote:  Restoration of Right Brain Christianity, Part I 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235836/right-brain-chirst-

keynote-i.mp3 

 

Friday audio: 

Keynote:  Restoration of Right Brain Christianity, Part II: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235732/rigth-brain-christ-

keynote-part-ii.mp3 

Right Brain Afternoon Workshop: Jeremiah and the Prophetic Right Brain:   

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235514/jeremiah-ed.mp3 

Field Notes: Session 1:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/26041409/field-notes-1-friday-pm.mp3 

Intro of New Postulant and Priest/Abrahamic Convergence: Pilgrimage to Spain and Morocco 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/26041426/intro-of-new-

postulant-and-priests-pilgrimage-to-spain.mp3 

 

Saturday audio: 

Keynote:  Spiritual Wisdom in Aging and Dying:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235144/6-tasks-for-second-half-ann.mp3 

Praxis Tune Ups:  EnChanting Wisdom:  New Contemplative Chants 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235229/chant-with-

michael.mp3 

Field Notes: Session 2:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235346/field-notes-2-sat-pm.mp3 

Ordination Service:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235307/consecration-liturgy-sat-pm.mp3 

 

Sunday audio: 

Matters for Discussion, Business Meeting:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235115/business-matters-sunday-monring.mp3 
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Thursday, May 24 

 

Evening keynote:  Restoration of Right Brain Christianity, Part I.    Audio at  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235836/right-brain-chirst-

keynote-i.mp3 

 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235836/right-brain-chirst-keynote-i.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235836/right-brain-chirst-keynote-i.mp3


 



 
 

 



 
 

 



Friday, May 25 

 

Restoration of Right Brain Christianity, Part 2 .  Audio at: https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-

ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235732/rigth-brain-christ-keynote-part-ii.mp3 

 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235732/rigth-brain-christ-keynote-part-ii.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235732/rigth-brain-christ-keynote-part-ii.mp3


Friday Morning break-out group discussion guideline: (No audio recording) 

 



 
 

 



Friday Afternoon, Right Brain Workshops 

 

Jeremiah and the Prophetic Right Brain with Jim Kennedy, PhD.  Audio at 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235514/jeremiah-

ed.mp3 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235514/jeremiah-ed.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235514/jeremiah-ed.mp3


 
 

 

 



First Temple Theology:  Imagining the Cosmic Temple & the Temple of the Human Being (no 

handouts nor audio)   

 

Psychological Type and Right Brain Contemplative Practices (no audio): 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
Field Notes: Part II.  Audio at:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235346/field-notes-2-sat-pm.mp3 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235346/field-notes-2-sat-pm.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235346/field-notes-2-sat-pm.mp3


 

After Dinner Gathering (Friday) 

 

Intro of new postulant and priest & Abrahamic Convergence: Pilgrimage to Spain and 

Morocco, Ron and Karen.  Audio at  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/26041426/intro-of-new-postulant-and-priests-pilgrimage-to-

spain.mp3 

 

 

 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/26041426/intro-of-new-postulant-and-priests-pilgrimage-to-spain.mp3
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Saturday, May 26 

 

Keynote:  Spiritual Wisdom in Aging and Dying.  Audio at:  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235144/6-tasks-for-second-half-ann.mp3 

 

 

 

Small group discussion questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235144/6-tasks-for-second-half-ann.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235144/6-tasks-for-second-half-ann.mp3


Praxis Tune Ups: 

 

Contemplative Prayer:  Deepening our connection to the Friend (no audio) 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER:  DEEPENING OUR CONNECTION TO THE FRIEND 

What is it?  What is it not? 

 

What is your definition of contemplative prayer? 

 

 

What does the practice of contemplative prayer entail/look like for you? 

 

 

What is contemplative prayer? 

 It is the love of God in practice.  “The important thing is not to think much, but to love 

much.”  St Teresa 

 It is creating space for God’s presence and communion, it is detaching from all that hinders 

our surrender to Love  

 It is not words, thoughts or action. 

 It is emptying the self, dropping the ego-mask, becoming naked and vulnerable before the 

Beloved, our True Self 

 

What is the attitude of heart?  

 Setting our intention 

 Recollecting our scattered self (physical, emotional, spiritual) so that we can enter into being 

with the Beloved with our totality.   

 Accepting our uniqueness… and our special relationship with the Beloved 

 Bringing oneself to a time/space that allows us to enter into the Friendship/place of Unity 

 Turning our totality over to the One who loves  

 

Setting our intention: (through discursive prayer).   

 

Lord, I dedicate this time to you 

Do with me what you will. 

Give me quiet or noise 

Give me peace or pain 

Give me clarity or distraction, wound me or caress me. 

 

If I feel nothing is happening, I will not judge myself or you or my prayer. 

I will not compare my prayer to the prayer of others 

 

Lord, I simply dedicate this time to you. 

St Teresa of Avila 

 

Or 



 

Praying the Lord’s Prayer with intention (“I tried as hard as I could to keep Jesus Christ, our 

God and Our Lord, present within me.”  St Teresa of Avila) 

 

 

Recollecting the self:  

 Active Recollection:  This can include the use of a rosary, sacred reading, walking 

meditation/labyrinth, body awareness/breath, mantra/sacred word.  In and of themselves none 

of these are contemplative prayer but they are tools that allow us to collect our faculties so 

our soul can reach a state where we can receive Love and be present to Presence. 

 

 Passive Recollection:  There is no work to do, one sits in expectation.  With simple faith, one 

looks for the Lord/True Self present within the heart. I am not asking you now that you think 

about him or that you draw out a lot of concepts or make long and subtle reflections with 

your intellect.  I’m not asking you to do anything more than look at him…Behold, he is not 

waiting for anything else than that we look at him.  St Teresa 

o Remain quietly and lovingly in the Beloved’s Presence. He doesn’t want us to be 

breaking our heads trying to speak a great deal to him.  St Teresa 

 

Accepting our Uniqueness:  Just as our relationships with those we love in this world are 

unique, my relationship with the Friend may not look like yours.  It is not helpful to compare 

another’s prayer with yours nor is it helpful to “judge” the quality or quantity of one’s own 

prayer.  In doing so, we attach to the outcome and the process…instead of allowing the Beloved 

to be the Mover of our hearts.  The gift of prayer is a grace, offered by the Beloved.  We are 

asked only to be receptive to it. 

 

Bringing Oneself to the Friend: 

 As St Paul, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, “pray without ceasing”.  Consider the example of Jesus 

who prayed continuously, often drawing apart from his community to be alone with the 

Father. 

 

 Set aside time for regular prayer. Again, this is unique to you.  Some people find early 

morning a good time, others another time of the days.  Some people want “date night” at a 

regular time each day….others prefer to flex the time of the “date”.  There are no “rules” 

here.  It is only important that you meet the Beloved regularly and constantly. 

 

 Distractions are normal and unavoidable.  Do not pay attention to the thoughts, allow them 

to come…and go…like cloud in the sky.  Do not attach to the thought or feeling or sensation.  

Do not blame yourself if you find that you have left the silence and gone “down the rabbit 

hole”.  Simple return to the Beloved when you recognize you have left. 

 

 Falling asleep...both metaphorically and in reality.  As with any “true love”, the Beloved 

“gets it”.  If you find your attention waning, get up and move around then return to your 

prayer bench or return to the initial steps of recollection. 

 



 Practice:  Allow the Spirit to pray within you…
” 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.” Romans 

8:26-27   

 

 

 

Praying the Rosary for Universal Prayer (no audio): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walking the Labyrinth (no audio): 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



EnChanting Wisdom: New Contemplative Chants.  Audio at:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-

ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235229/chant-with-michael.mp3 

  

 

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235229/chant-with-michael.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235229/chant-with-michael.mp3


Ordination Service, Audio at https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235307/consecration-liturgy-sat-pm.mp3 
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Sunday, May 27 

 

Matters for Discussion, Audio at https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2018/05/29235115/business-matters-sunday-monring.mp3 

 

Huaco Priory 

 

Executive Summary (draft) 

   

The Huaco Priory is an ecumenical monastic residence, contemplative retreat and 

learning center, and mission located along the Brazos River in downtown East 

Waco.  The Priory serves as the permanent residence for a community of Christian 

monks (and associates) who engage in daily contemplative prayer and ministry 

and who operate a retreat and learning center that provides accommodations for 

local, national, and international guests and student interns for the purposes of 

retreat, study, reflection, service, and worship.   

 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235115/business-matters-sunday-monring.mp3
https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/29235115/business-matters-sunday-monring.mp3


Note: Elements in blue are in progress. 

An Ecumenical, Non-Profit Religious Organization 

Mission Statement 

The Huaco Priory exists to (1) transmit the wisdom of Jesus, (2) assist in the transformation of human 

consciousness through the practice of contemplative prayer, and (3) work for the creation of a culture of 

contemplative Christians that care both for the world as a whole while serving the individual and the 

local community as the necessary ground of its work. 

 

 

Affiliation 

The Huaco Priory is a 501(c)3 unincorporated association, affiliated with The Oriental Orthodox Order in 

the West, an ecumenical Christian monastic order of men and women in North America dedicated to a 

path of contemplative wisdom.  (See Appendices 1-2)  Established in 2002 in Corpus Christi, Texas, by 

Bishop Marshal Voris of the Holy Orthodox Catholic Church in the East, The Order has a membership of 

approximately 40 monks with priories located throughout the United States.  While representing 15 

different Christian denominations, the majority of the monks have affiliation with Episcopal, Baptist, or 

Catholic congregations.  Approximately one-third are ordained clergy who are (or have been) employed 

as pastors, priests, sisters, sextons, professors, or missionaries with their respective denominations.  

Three are faculty members at the nearby Baylor University.  The Order’s webpage provides a full 

summary: https://theooow.com/ 

Governing Board 

Governance of The Huaco Priory and it’s retreat and learning center is by a board of 8 members 

consisting of the following: an abbot of the Oriental Orthodox Order (rotating), the prior of The Huaco 

Priory (permanent member-- Appendix 3), the full-time director of The Retreat and Learning Center 

(permanent member), a Waco City Council member representing (permanent member), a resident 

monk of the priory (rotating), a patron of the priory (rotating), a pastor of one of East Waco’s historic 

churches (rotating), and a member of the mission affiliates (rotating). 

https://theooow.com/


Brazos Retreat and Learning Center 

The retreat and learning center of The Huaco Priory will be located in downtown Waco on the banks of 

the Brazos River, not far from where the Brazos and Bosque Rivers converge and within walking distance 

of Cameron Park to the north and Baylor University to the south.  The Waco metropolitan area, 

(population 265,000) in the heart of Central Texas between Dallas/Ft. Worth and Austin, is a flourishing 

arts and recreation community with 46 parks and 15 museums, currently undergoing dynamic change in 

the downtown area.  The parks of the Brazos River corridor are anchored by the 416-acre Cameron Park, 

the second largest urban park in America, which includes 20 miles of nationally recognized trails that 

weave through natural landscape and the 1,000-acre Baylor University, a nationally ranked major 

research university and home to 17,000 students representing all 50 states and 89 countries. One of the 

newest additions to the corridor is the Waco Mammoth National Monument operated by the National 

Park Service. 

   

Baylor University   Waco Suspension Bridge  Mammoth National Monument 

In recent years, downtown Waco has seen a vibrant uptick in development of its historical, cultural and 

arts facilities, famers markets, art shows, mixed-use housing, and retail and restaurant destinations.  

Major new developments begin each month.  (Appendix 4) The success of Chip and Joanna Gaines’s 

HGTV program “The Fixer Upper” and their Magnolia Company attracts 30,000 visitors per week to 

downtown Waco (more than the Alamo in 2017)!  Baylor’s new and state-of-the-art riverfront McLane 

football stadium along with perennially nationally-ranked Division 1 teams in 17 sports brings alumni 

and fans from throughout Texas and beyond each weekend of the fall, winter, and spring.  A 2017 study 

ranked Waco as the fourth-best destination for new college graduates among 204 midsize cities 

nationally.  (Appendix 5)  Traveler’s Choice Destination on the Rise-U.S. ranked Waco number 2 for 2018, 

one spot behind Kapa’a, Hawaii and one spot ahead of Wilmington, North Carolina. (Appendix 6)  The 

Huaco Priory will be located in an area that the city of Waco envisions as “Mixed Use Flex.”  “Mixed-use 

flex is a mix of housing and employment with densities that are less intense than the core. Live/work 

units that support an emerging creative class are characteristic in this development type.” (Appendix 7) 



 
 

  Magnolia    McLane Stadium, Baylor University 

Anchoring the downtown area and the pristine parks and walkways along the Brazos is the historic Waco 

Suspension Bridge built in 1870 for the Chisolm Trail cattle drives.  The Brazos Retreat and Learning 

Center’s meeting rooms, dining facility, and chapel will have windows that open to the bridges, water 

front, and city skyline.  Retreatants will have front door access to the 5.5-mile downtown riverwalk loop 

from Baylor University to Cameron Park.  The walkways on both sides of the river pass under several 

bridges as they make their way to Baylor’s McLane Stadium where a walk bridge across the Brazos leads 

to the main Baylor campus with its athletic venues, theaters, concert halls, auditoriums, malls, and 

museums.   

  

   Cameron Park    Chisholm Trail Sculptures 

The Center’s primary lodge will accommodate 50 guests and include dining room, kitchen, meeting 

rooms, chapel, library, office, book store, art gallery, outdoor gardens, labyrinths, trails, and parking.  

Cottages are available for individual retreatants who wish to engage in solitude and study.  Apartments 

for Baylor student interims will be located on the property.  The architectural style of the entire complex 

will be a modern expression of the Spanish Baroque style, characteristic of the Franciscan, Dominican 

and Jesuits missions of Texas and North America established during the 1700s. (Appendix 8) This style is 

visible on the other side of the Brazos in one of Waco’s iconic churches—Saint Francis on the Brazos, 

Catholic Church. 



  
 

     Spanish Baroque Style 

The only other urban retreat center in Texas is the Oblate Center of San Antonio which serves the 

Catholic dioceses of South Texas.   Retreatants from Dallas/Fort Worth, Austin, San Antonio, Houston, 

and beyond would have easy access to The Center.  The venue with its proximate location to Baylor 

University would offer one of the world’s largest Christian university—with its 17,000 students, 1,000 

faculty members, 700 staff members, and 136,000 alumni—opportunities for retreats, workshops, 

lectures, and conferences throughout the year.  Religious organizations, programs, and departments at 

Baylor that would potentially use the Retreat and Learning Center include the Spiritual Life Center, the 

Institute of Faith and Learning, Truett Seminary, the Department of Religion, the Institute for the Studies 

of Religion, and dozens of religious-oriented student organizations.  (Appendix 9) In McLennan County 

alone there are over 1,000 churches, 2 synagogues, and 1 mosque.  In addition, the affiliated Oriental 

Orthodox Order in the West will hold retreats and wisdom schools each year for its monks, postulants, 

and friends across the nation. 

 

Academic Partnership with Baylor University 

The recently approved 5-year academic plan of Baylor University (Illuminate) prioritizes undergraduate 

transformational education that includes investment in engaged learning opportunities for 

undergraduates and graduates.  The College of Arts and Sciences, for example, has recently approved an 

Center for Engaged Learning to facilitate informed engagement for all of its students. (See Appendix 10)   

Student interns would live, study, work, and worship alongside the monastics and their mission affiliates 

at The Priory.  Mentorship opportunities for students interested in vocations such as spiritual direction 

or retreat facilitation would be available with opportunity for academic credit.  Furthermore, certificates 

and minors in contemplative spiritual studies for Baylor’s 2,000-fold ministry students may be developed 

in concert with the Department of Religion and other academic units.  (Appendix 11) 

 



The Priory 

The Oriental Orthodox Order in the West is an expression of what has been called the “Emerging” or 

“Emergent” Church.  While not easily defined, the themes of “generous orthodoxy,” authenticity, 

communitarian, and missional living tend to characterize those who practice this form of Christianity.  

The Order self identifies as interiorized monasticism, as a guild of contemplatives in the market place 

in which “cloistering” is internalized.  Although the monks—both male and female—live in priories at 

distance from each other they are united through annual gatherings, monthly retreats, wisdom schools, 

and social media.  They are an accomplished acoustical community having developed a unique form of 

Christian liturgy involving invocatory prayer and chants (with similarities to the liturgy of the Taize’ 

monastery in France) and they are a hermeneutical community offering resources for contemplative 

readings of sacred scripture that are used widely across the U.S. and abroad by individuals and 

communities. 

The priories of The Order are typically the homes of individual monks who are able to accommodate 

guests for short visits.  The Huaco Priory will be The Order’s third facility with capacity to accommodate 

large groups of retreatants.  The first property is the Elwood Priory and Retreat Center near Telephone, 

Texas.  The second (no longer extant) is the Way of the Wolf Bed and Breakfast and Retreat Center 

near Fredericksburg, Texas.  Unique chapel designs for contemplative liturgy resulted from these two 

initial facilities. Priories focus on an essential aspect of the Order’s work: prayer, study, and hospitality. 

The roster of 16-year-old Order is now large enough to offer communal living for some of the monks 

(and their associates). 

   



 

 

 

The Order’s Office, Bookstore, Reading Room, and Art Gallery 

Within The Priory’s confines will be The Order’s Business Office, Bookstore, Reading Room, and Art 

Gallery.  Praxis Publishing, the publishing arm of The Order, offers books, articles, pamphlets, and 

audio resources by contemplative scholars such as Lynn Bauman, Ward Bauman, Cynthia 

Bourgeault, Blake Burleson, Jim Kennedy, Michael Sciretti, and others. (Appendix 12)  Paintings and 

other religious art are available for purchase from The Order’s monks like renowned East Texas 

artist Sharon Grimes.  A reading room is available to the general public and retreatants who wish to 

engage in quiet conversation, reading, and reflection. These venues support the City’s vision to 

“encourage existing and new arts facilities downtown” (Imagine Waco, p. 111) 

   

 Grimes “In Her Voice”          Bourgeault “The Wisdom Jesus       Bauman/Burleson “Christosophic Poems” 

 



Priory’s Chapel 

The Priory’s chapel provides sacred space for the daily liturgy of the monks, mission affiliates, interns, 

and guests and is open for contemplative prayer to visitors and retreatants throughout the day.  The 

chapel’s expression of modified Spanish Baroque architecture connects the modern spirituality of the 

contemplatives with the historic missions of Texas by Spanish Franciscans. 

 

  

Renderings of modern interpretation of Spanish baroque chapel designed for Priory, Garrett Burleson 

 

The Mission to East Waco 

East Waco is the historic home of the African American population of Waco.  After Emancipation, 

many slaves in Central Texas continued on cotton farms as share croppers into the early twentieth 

century.  Much of the wealth in Waco was built upon the backs of African American field labor.  The 

industrialization of farming and the violent suppression from Jim Crow laws, forced many African 

Americans in the rural areas of Central Texas to migrate to California and other places but some of 

those who stayed moved into East Waco.  African American contributions to Waco include Paul 



Quinn College, the oldest historically black college west of the Mississippi; dynamic and historic 

churches such as New Hope Baptist Church (established 1866); and businesses such as S. H. Clinton 

Farm Implements and Hardware. 

The east end of the suspension bridge at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive intersection is a gateway 

that invites residents and tourists into a revitalized Elm Avenue District of East Waco.  New venues 

such as Lula Jane’s Bakery compliment well-known establishments like Jasper’s Barbeque and 

attract customers from throughout Waco.  Imagine Waco: A Plan for Greater Downtown envisions a 

trolley car system that would operate on Elm Street.  (Appendix 7) 

Public Park 

A front acre of The Priory will be dedicated public space that invites contemplation for the tourist, 

retreatant, or resident.  The space will have three focal points for historical reflection and prayerful 

remembrance.  A memorial statue to Martin Luther King, Jr. is a reminder of Waco’s African American 

civil rights leadership that challenged oppression during a dark chapter in Waco’s history that included 

slavery, segregation, and the “Jim Crow” legacy that resulted in lynchings such as that of Jesse 

Washington.  Another section of the public park provides an artistic depiction of the Huaco Indians, for 

whom the city (and the priory) is named.  The home of the Huacoans was near Indian Springs Park on 

the opposite bank of the Brazos from The Priory.  Finally, a grotto to Our Virgin of Guadalupe, completes 

the park’s trifocal awareness of Waco’s minority cultures—African-American, Native American, and 

Hispanic.  This public park, located near the memorial to World War II African American war hero, Doris 

Miller, will compliment and complete the historic memorial and art at the Suspension Bridge.   

Imagine Waco suggests that the City “market and build on a rich offering of arts, heritage, and ‘romance 

of history’,” “support public art,” and “increase the amount of green infrastructure downtown.” (p. 111, 

115).  The Priory’s public park supports these development principles. 

Summary Statement 

In the ancient tradition of Christian monasticism, The Priory combines—in a modern way—the elements 

of prayer, study, and service through its retreat and learning center, priory, and mission.  Imagine what 

this would look like in inner-city Waco on the banks of the Brazos River.  Imagine how The Priory bridges 

ethnicities, cultures, religions, and generations.  Imagine the contribution of The Priory for revitalizing 

East Waco.  Imagine how students, retreatants, and visitors would be changed by their stays at The 

Priory.  Imagine.   

 

 



How you can participate in this initiative 

In March 2018, the abbots of The Oriental Orthodox Order in the West commissioned the prior of the 

Huaco Priory to begin to explore the project with monks of The Order, mission affiliates, departments at 

Baylor University, the City of Waco, and other interested individuals and groups.  

The first phase of development is underway to secure a gift to underwrite a feasibility study of the 

Retreat and Learning Center followed by a proforma. 

Once the viability of the retreat and learning center is established and commitments from 4 to 6 monks 

willing to move to the priory are secured, the second phase of development would begin with a goal of 

securing a substantial lead gift that would fund half of the entire project.  Once secured, the third and 

public phase of development would begin. 

Appendices   

1. Overview of the Order 

2. The Prior 

3. Waco’s Future Growth, Ray Perryman report 2017 

4. “Best Midsize Cities for New Grads 2018,” Onlinedegrees.com 

5. 2018 Traveler’s Choice Destination on the Rise-U.S. 

6. Imagine Waco: A Plan for Greater Downtown 

7. Renderings of modern Spanish Baroque-style chapel, Garrett Burleson 

8. List of Religious-Oriented Student Organizations, Baylor University 

9. Expanding Opportunities for Informed Engagement in Baylor’s College of Arts and Sciences 

10. Initial Assessment of Academic Partnerships with Baylor University 

11. Bibliography of Praxis Publishing materials 

************************************** 

 Margaret Barker Conference in Waco, October 2018  (no handouts) 

  

 Future Pilgrimages (no handouts) 

  

 Breviary use and subscription (no handouts) 

  

 Epiphany Today (no handouts)  https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyToday/ 

  

 Contemplative Wisdom Inc financial and non-profit status 

  

 Survey of monk’s desires and vision 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/EpiphanyToday/


2019 Order Gathering, March 7-11 at Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio, TX 

 

 
 

 


