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Solicitude 
   

Huaco Priory & the Brazos Retreat and Learning Center 
 

 am grateful to the members of the Order who have provided encouragement, ideas, 
and resources as we continue to explore the possibility of a monastic priory and 

retreat center on the Brazos River in Waco, Texas.  At this point in the discernment 
process, I have been spending at least some portion of my workday on this exciting 
venture.  And we are making progress, learning as we go.  I value your prayers and 
thoughts as we move further into this exploration. 
 
As an affiliate of the Order, the Huaco Priory will (1) transmit the wisdom of Yeshua, (2) 
assist in the transformation of human consciousness through the practice of 
contemplative prayer, and (3) work for the creation of a culture of contemplatives that 
care both for the world as a whole while serving the individual and the local community 
as the necessary ground of its work. 
 
Imagine a 10-acre center on the banks of Brazos with access to Cameron Park (America’s 
second largest urban park), Baylor University (a major research university), and a rapidly 
developing downtown Waco (that has become a major tourist destination in Texas). 
Imagine our monks offering daily contemplative prayer services—open to the 
retreatants and the public—chanting our unique songs and reading the luminous 
gospels.  Imagine a bookstore and art gallery making available the Praxis literature and 
artistic creations by members of the Order.  Imagine the impact on thousands of 
retreatants from all denominations and all religious traditions who spend time our 
chapel, our gardens, our labyrinths, and our grottos.  Imagine the many ways that our 

I 



monks might be good neighbors to the East Waco residents and churches.  Imagine how 
this place might further the work of the Order in transmitting the wisdom of Yeshua. 
 
Note these recent activities: 

 I have been meeting this summer and that is continuing this fall with experts in 

business, development, the arts, ministry, tourism, and real estate who are 

providing guidance to me on inner city Waco. 

 I’ve identified several properties in East Waco near or on the Brazos that would be 

potential sites. 

 Ron Poidevin and Juli Rosenbaum have agreed to serve with me, and 5 others (to be 

named) on our first board of directors. Ron has developed a preliminary estimate of 

development costs and annual budget.  Juli is assigning research projects to her 

business students that relate to inner city retreat centers in America. 

 Linda Elston is assisting us with a discernment process for monks who might be 

interested in living at the Priory. 

 The Order has provided funding for the 501(c) 3 application.  We are awaiting a 

decision from the IRS. 

 The Order has provided funding for a paid intern to do a feasibility study.  We are 

advertising the internship to BBA juniors and seniors at Baylor now. 

 A graphic artist is working on a design for a logo for the Priory. 

So my solicitude to you my fellow monks is that you vision with me—a priory located 
along the Brazos River in downtown East Waco that serves as the permanent residence 
for a community of Christian monks (and associates) who engage in daily contemplative 
prayer and ministry and who operate a retreat and learning center that provides 
accommodations for local, national, and international guests and student interns for the 
purposes of retreat, study, reflection, service, and worship.     

 
~~ Abbot Blake 

 

 


