
Book of Revelations 

February 22-23, 2019 

 

Recommended Reading 

The Apocalyptic Imagination by John Collins 

 

Friday pm, February 22 

Audio link to evening lecture at https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/27042613/revelations-feb-2019-fri-pm-ed.mp3  (78 minutes) 

 

Opening meditation:  “Nearer My God to Thee” by BYU Men’s A Capella chorus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WyxXGdG3-Io 

 

Notes:   

Minute 43:  Jacque Ellul considered the Book of Revelation as a collective dream of a Jewish-

Christian culture  

 

Minute 49:  Approach the text as a dream genre. 

 

Historical context: 

 Jesus movement persecuted after death of Jesus esp. by Nero, Nero dies in 68 CE. 

 Jerusalem is destroyed in 72 CE 

 Text written between 100-120 CE, after both events above.  First lines of the text of 

Revelations clearly state that it is the recording of Jesus’ visionary experience given to John 

for transmittal. 

 

 

 

Saturday morning 

Audio link to recording:  Part I:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/27045130/revelations-feb-sat-am-i-ed-.mp3   (58 minutes) 

Part II:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/27050441/revelations-feb-sat-am-ii-ed.mp3  (66 min) 

 

Opening Meditation:  “Universe within Your Soul” (chant). 

https://theooow.com/resources/contemplative-chants/ 
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 “The Open Doorway” (reading)  

O Lovers of God, 

Sometimes a doorway opens and a human being becomes a way for grace to get through into 

this world, a star gate through which the light pours. 

If you would rise from sleep and leave this arguing in the marketplace behind, and learn that 

your essence is your true wealth -- 

Then you would be moving in a circuit without wings, nourished without eating, you would be a 

sovereign without a throne, and no longer the subject of fate or fortune -- but become the 

maker of fate and fortune instead.        

~~  from Rumi 

Orations, Works of Divine Alchemy 

from the Poets of Mystical Vision, 

Lynn Bauman, pg 98.  

Notes: 

Hermeneutical context: 

Jesus and the Jews of the 1st century were grounded in a strong early Jewish religious tradition 

that went back to Abraham/Sarah but also incorporates the pre-Abrahamic stories of the 

creation and the flood.  Over the centuries, God’s Presence was always hounding the Hebrew 

people.  It is also a story of journey.  About 2000 years of story, not including the “pre-

Abrahamic” part of the story, was recognized and ingrained in the conventional religion of the 

tradition. This biblical story is rule based, conventional, focused on safety and security. 

 

About 500 BCE, religion changes from being purely authoritarian/conventional religion but the 

mystical/wisdom awareness begins to be more common.  However, this led to some confusion 

since there are two basic streams attempting to integrate. This integration led the Jewish world 

to becoming prophetic, the process of traversing from the conventional religious view to the 

“vertical” access.  Shifting from an immature understanding to a more mature understanding 

then becomes the “wisdom” stream. 

 

Simultaneously with the Axial Age, the first Diaspora of the Hebrew people to Babylon occurs.  

Simultaneously, some Jews go to Egypt and then south to Sudan and Ethiopia.  Prophetic 

stream is split between both communities. 

 

When Babylonian exiles return, Jewish tradition begins to rebuild and in doing so incorporates 

the Enoch stream.   

 

Minute 54:45:  video on the Book of Enoch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mB-8nrLHlJ4 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mB-8nrLHlJ4


Alexander the Great takes over the Western World, followed by the Roman Empire (and 

Herod). 

 

The destruction of Jerusalem, the second Diaspora with the Jews migrating to Europe, N Africa, 

Jordan, India, etc.  The Book of Revelation was written for these communities. 

 

Features of visionary experiences (raz), revelation of the mysteries 

Gospels - Jesus 

Epistles - Paul 

Revelations - John 

Luminous Gospels - Mary Magdalene and Philip 

 

Raz can be a reflection of Divine Guidance or a malevolent message.  In Jewish merkavah 

tradition, you are raised out of the horizontal realm in some way, up the vertical access into the 

embedded hierarchy of Reality.  There is always a guide/messenger that assists on the journey 

in this literature type.  When you go up the hierarchy (vertical), you either have a historical 

(apocalyptic) sense where you are looking backward and what is happening to history all 

simultaneously OR you journey into visionary recital moving beyond the vertical realm to the 

higher levels of Reality.  Revelations combines BOTH historical and visionary recital into one 

narrative. 

 

The central purpose of any apocalyptic literature is to shape the readers’ imaginative 

perceptions (how am I supposed to envision this?) about the situation one is experiencing.  

This becomes the basis for future action in current situation that is being experienced and 

that which the visionary dream portends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday afternoon. 

Audio File from Saturday afternoon:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/c7d-ooow/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/28055240/revelations-feb-2019-sat-pm-ed-.mp3   (1:52) 

 

Minute 20: 

AN OUTLINE  

OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE APOCALYPSE (Rev 1:1-20) 

1. Introduction and benediction (Rev 1-3) 

2. Greetings to the seven churches of Asia (Rev 4-6) 
3. Announcement of Christ's coming (Rev 7) 

4. The Lord's self-designation (Rev 8) 

 

I. A GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE CONFLICT (Rev 1:9-11:19) 

A. VISION OF THE MESSIAH AMONG THE LAMPSTANDS (Rev 1:9-20) 

B. LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES (Rev 2:1-3:22) 

1. The church at Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7) 

2. The church at Smyrna (Rev 2:8-11) 
3. The church at Pergamos (Rev 2:12-17) 

4. The church at Thyatira (Rev 2:18-29) 

5. The church at Sardis (Rev 3:1-6) 

6. The church at Philadelphia (Rev 3:7-13) 
7. The church at Laodicea (Rev 3:14-22) 

C. THE THRONE SCENE (Rev 4:1-5:14) 

1. God on the throne (Rev 4:1-11) 
2. The Lamb worthy to open the seven-sealed scroll (Rev 5:1-14) 

D. THE OPENING OF THE SEVEN SEALS (Rev 6:1-8:1) 

3. First seal: The white horse and its rider (Rev 6:1-2) 
4. Second seal: The red horse and its rider (Rev 6:3-4) 

5. Third seal: The black horse and its rider (Rev 6:5-6) 

6. Fourth seal: The pale horse and its rider(s) (Rev 6:7-8) 

7. Fifth seal: The martyrs under the altar (Rev 6:9-11) 
8. Sixth seal: Cataclysmic disturbances (Rev 6:12-17) 

9. Interlude: Sealing of the 144,000 on earth, and the great multitude in heaven (Rev 7:1-17) 

10. Seventh seal: Silence in heaven (Rev 8:1) 
E. THE SOUNDING OF SEVEN TRUMPETS (Rev 8:2-11:19) 

11. Seven angels prepare to sound their trumpets (Rev 8:2-6) 

12. First trumpet: Third of vegetation destroyed (Rev 8:7) 

13. Second trumpet: Third of sea creatures and ships destroyed (Rev 8:8-9) 
14. Third trumpet: Third of rivers and springs become bitter, many men die (Rev 8:10-11) 

15. Fourth trumpet: Third of sun, moon, and stars struck, affecting day and night (Rev 8:12) 

16. Three-fold woe announced (Rev 8:13) 
17. Fifth trumpet (first woe): Locusts from the bottomless pit, sent to torment men (Rev 9:1-12) 

18. Sixth trumpet (second woe): Four angels with an army of two hundred million, killing a third 

of mankind (Rev 9:13-21) 
19. Another interlude (Rev 10:1-11:14) 

1. The angel with the little book (Rev 10:1-11) 
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2. The two witnesses (Rev 11:1-13) 

20. Seventh trumpet (third woe): The victory of Christ and His kingdom proclaimed (Rev 11:14-
19) 

 

II. THE WAR IN HEAVEN, BEASTS ON EARTH AND FINAL RESOLUTION (Rev 12:1-22:5) 

A. THE GREAT CONFLICT (Rev 12:1-14:20) 

21. The Woman, the Child, the Dragon, and the rest of the Woman's offspring (Rev 12:1-17) 

22. The beast from the sea (Rev 13:1-10) 

23. The beast from the land (Rev 13:11-18) 
24. The Lamb and the 144,000 on Mount Zion (Rev 14:1-5) 

25. Proclamations of three angels (Rev 14:6-13) 

26. Reaping the earth's harvest, and the grapes of wrath (Rev 14:14-20) 
B. THE SEVEN BOWLS OF WRATH (Rev 15:1-16:21) 

27. Prelude to pouring out the seven bowls of wrath (Rev 15:1-8) 

28. First bowl: Sores on those who worshipped the beast and his image (Rev 16:1-2) 

29. Second bowl: Sea turns to blood, all sea creatures die (Rev 16:3) 
30. Third bowl: Rivers and springs turn to blood (Rev 16:4-7) 

31. Fourth bowl: Men are scorched by the sun (Rev 16:8-9) 

32. Fifth bowl: Pain and darkness upon the beast and his kingdom (Rev 16:10-11) 
33. Sixth bowl: Euphrates dried up, three unclean spirits gather the kingdoms of the earth for the 

battle at Armageddon (Rev 16:12-16) 

34. Seventh bowl: Great earthquake, the great city divided, Babylon is remembered, cataclysmic 
events (Rev 16:17-21) 

C. THE FALL OF BABYLON, THE HARLOT (Rev 17:1-19:10) 

35. The scarlet woman and the scarlet beast (Rev 17:1-6) 

36. The mystery of the woman and beast explained (Rev 17:7-18) 
37. The fall of Babylon the great proclaimed and mourned (Rev 18:1-24) 

38. The exaltation in heaven over the fall of the great harlot (Rev 19:1-5) 

39. The announcement of the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:6-10) 
D. THE DEFEAT OF THE LAMB'S ENEMIES (Rev 19:11-20:15) 

40. Christ the victorious warrior and King of kings (Rev 19:11-16) 

41. The beast, his armies, and the false prophet (land beast) are defeated (Rev 19:17-21) 

42. Satan is bound for a thousand years, while those martyred reign with Christ (Rev 20:1-6) 
43. Satan released to deceive the nations once more, but is finally defeated once for all (Rev 

20:7-10) 

44. The final judgment (Rev 20:11-15) 

E. ETERNAL DESTINY AND THE NEW COVENANT  (Rev 21:1-22:5) 

45. The new heaven and new earth, the New Jerusalem, God dwelling with His people (Rev 21:1-

8) 
46. The New Jerusalem described (Rev 21:9-27) 

47. The water of life, the tree of life, and the throne of God and the Lamb (Rev 22:1-5) 
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Minute 29:  



 



Examples of Visionary Seeing through near death experiences (video recording deleted from 

audio file, please directly view the youtube video)   

Minute 49:15   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmBnCTuQUOc 

Minute 50   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-QjMRF1gkI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

Minute 56:10 (above)     Minute 60:50 

 

 
Minute 61  The I AM (above)  Minute 62 (above)     

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmBnCTuQUOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-QjMRF1gkI


Minute 63 to 70 (below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minute 72 (below)      Minute 74 (below) 



 
 

Minute 74-80 (above and below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minute 80                Minute 87 through 90 (series below) 

 

  

 

 

 

 



      Angels and Demons (below) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minute 90-92 (Lion and lamb series)                 

 

Minute 95:   Revelations 1:12-18 

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 

golden lamp stands, 13 and among the lamp stands was someone like a son of man,[d] dressed 

in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The hair on his 

head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were 

like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 in his 

right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. 

His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and 

said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now 

look, I am alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30711d


Minute 97 (image series of Revelations 1:12-18) 

 
 

 
 


