
The Wisdom of the Contemplative Gaze 

GOSPEL OF THOMAS   
Logion  2—The Search 
 
Wisdom literature is filled with the word “search” (or 
sometimes, seek) It is the foundation for everything 
that follows. There is no wisdom if one does not search 
for it. If an effort is not made, one will never find the 
treasures of wisdom.  
 
This second Logion comes directly from the wisdom 
teachings of Yeshua. He is speaking, and in this saying 
he lays out an entire map for the sacred journey into 
wisdom. It is clear that he places great trust in any 
seeker who will not give up but continue the search to 
find the meaning of this wisdom.  
 
His promise is that anyone who searches will find, but 
that is only the beginning of the story. The early roots 
of the wisdom tradition as it was expressed in Hebrew 
Scripture was content to stop with the finding—or 
believed that this was the end point. Yeshua sees 
differently. By personal experience perhaps, Yeshua 
knows that finding will inevitably lead to trouble and 
confusion.  
 
If one will not give up, but stays with the process and 
does not seek to avoid the surprising intermediate state 
of trouble, eventually trouble will give way to wonder, 
and wonder will release us into sovereignty, which 
issues finally in rest.  
 
Out of trouble as something greater unfolds. And when 
one learns, gaining mastery over these greater and 
unfolding truths, it can be said that one has reached the 
state of rest or equilibrium. This is the pattern that 
Yeshua knows and teaches on the wisdom path. 
 

But first it begins with an authentic search. This is 
not trivial pursuit—answers as entertainment or a 
kind of board game to see who wins. To be genuine, 
our searching must be based upon real, existential 
questions for which we are almost desperate to find 
the answers. Have you ever said to yourself, “I must 
know this before I die?” This is the level of 
questioning (and questing) that appears to be at the 
roots of a wisdom search.  
 
The question could be asked, “But wonder if I am 
searching for the wrong thing?” It seems not to 
matter. Any genuine search begun with deep 
intention will be productive. We might make the 
discovery of finding nothing and emptiness, but that 
is genuine knowledge. Genuine science is done in 
the same way. Coming up empty-handed (or 
disproving a theory) is just as valuable as finding 
one. 
 
Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
• There is drama and movement in this 

illumination that gives us clues concerning the 
quest to find wisdom. In what environment does 
this image suggest the search begins? 

• Why is the individual not in the boat? What has 
happened at the shoreline? 

• Is the individual walking toward or away from 
the boat? 

• This image tells a story. What narrative would 
you like to tell from your seeing? 

• Where is the individual going? Does he or she 
know? 

• What time of day is it in the image? 
• There is the same light strand in this illumination 

carried over from the first. Why is it here? 

visio divina 



Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

Yeshua says, 
 

I f you are searching,  
you must not stop until you find. 
When you find, however,  
you will become troubled.  

Your confusion will give way to wonder. 
In wonder you will reign over all things. 
Your sovereignty will be your rest. 
 

—Logion 2 
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