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Throughout the ages the complexity of the divine 
human relationship has often been likened in mystical 
poetry to images of domestic and wild beasts. Animals 
of all kinds fill the sacred texts of the Abrahamic faiths. 
Psalm 23 is perhaps the primary example using the 
theme of domestic sheep following the divine shepherd. 
The well known Psalm 42 uses the image of a deer in 
the wild to express human longing.  
 
Hafez chooses the same image but puts it in the context 
of the relationships between hunter and hunted, 
expressing a complexity in the relationship between the 
human and the divine that is not easy to describe 
without the use of this metaphor. It is common to 
imagine that the divine is the Hunter and the human 
soul is the prey, but Hafez reverses the image as do 
many of the Psalms.  
 
The human soul living in the confines of space and 
time is on a quest--a long hunt to locate and come close 
to capturing the elusive prey—the divine Presence. 
From the human perspective the quest to find and 
"have" the divine Presence as one's own, never to be 
lost again, has been a perennial dream. But according 
to Hafez it will never be. It is simply our fantasy. The 
Divine will stay perennially illusive and will never be 
captured or fully owned by a human being, nor can the 
human condition contain it.  
 
What we want and what we need are entirely different 
things. In fact it is necessary that the divine never be 
entirely captured or held by us. The divine “deer” is 
infinitely more than we can ever capture in mind, and 
certainly greater than all our desires, which are for us 

always finite and anthropocentric. But then the 
question remains, if the divine is ever beyond our 
reach, is anything from the divine available to us? 
Does anything come within our reach or really enter 
our world? Hafez addresses this as well. His 
mystical seeing is fascinating.  
 
Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. Why is a deer of such consequence as a supreme 

metaphor? What does this metaphor teach us 
that we might not know otherwise? 

2.   Why must human beings become hunters after 
the divine? What does this activity activate 
within us that might otherwise remain dormant? 

3.   When have you felt yourself on such a quest? 
When has the hunt been successful?? When has 
it failed? 

4.   Failing the hunt, in this poem what does the 
hunter actually obtain? What is the significance 
of the eye and the image appearing in the divine 
Eye? 

5.   What is the affect of the Presence upon the 
human spirit? What do we gain from this hunting 
quest? 

6.   Does the Hunter go away from this quest, empty 
handed? 

7.   Describe your experience of this kind of 
knowing—the knowledge that has been obtained.  

8.   What is beauty for you? Beauty is, of course, in 
the eye of the beholder, but in your eye how do 
you know beauty? What is the clue that it comes 
from the divine and not simply from your 
imagination. Or might imagination play a 
critical role in this form of finding or knowing? 
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You are a shy divine deer  
and I cannot cease tracking you. 

Only once of late have I got close enough to see,  
and what I saw was my own face  

and heart  
reflected in your wondrous, soft  

and luminous eyes. 
And I thought,  

Beloved,  
that I had You cornered there at last. 

But what I felt was the sublime beauty  
of your divine being  

as you slipped away again  
brushing against my hand.  

 
 
 

—Arranged and edited 
for public reading and illumination  

by Lynn C. Bauman 
from Daniel Ladinksy’s mystical poetry  

inspired by Hafez 
 
 

 
This reflection, text and its 
illumination have been provided  
by Alison Hine and Lynn Bauman 
as a means for 
contemplative prayer.  
 
© 2017 



Contemplating  

the illumination 


