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Out of the ancient deserts of Egypt and the remembered 
tradition of the Hebrew peoples comes a story of 
visionary experience. In the outback of the Egyptian 
desert Moses is said to have been met by an 
extraordinary Presence, unknown and unexpected, and 
that Presence is centered in a bush on fire that burns 
and yet is not consumed. A voice emanates from the 
fiery center and so Moses is confounded by the what he 
does not know in ordinary experience, but revealing to 
him deeper energies and truths that he now understands 
to be present everywhere.  
 
The story continues that what gets Moses' attention 
changes his life forever. He has been touched by an 
ineffability that cannot be explained naturally. A bush 
on fire that does not burn. What does it mean? For 
Moses it meant that he must now attend to the Presence 
that addressed him animates all things. He must listen 
and lead his people out of bondage into a new life of 
freedom in a land far removed from the power center of 
Egypt. Moses saw, heard and responded by giving his 
life to this new cause.  
 
Imagine that you encountered just such an event--
unexpected and shocking to your senses. Imagine what 
it might mean to you. Anne Dutton imagines what this 
vivid scene might mean and be saying to her. She 
imagines that, like a dream, the elements of this ancient 
vision are actually her (or parts of her), and that she is 
the bush and the burning, and that the God of the fire 
and the burning are inside of her speaking its meaning.  
 
In many respects her visionary explanation is just as 
extraordinary as the vision of Moses. She finds her own 

voice in a powerful form of imaginal seeing. Who 
has not been burnt by life, by experience, by the fires 
of great trials and tribulations? Everyone has stood 
in the midst of a fire that burns but does not actually 
kill the body or the soul. So what could such an 
event in one's life mean?  
 
Anne Dutton commands us to boldly be the burning 
bush and allow the flames to burn. She sees that we 
can withstand the flames, for in some sense all of it 
is not some external event, but held within God, as 
God is held within her (and for each of us in such a 
circumstance). We cannot endure this easily, but the 
poet Anne Dutton understands these fiery events and 
sees through them to a deeper meaning. Like 
someone emerging from a fiery dream, she sees that 
good will is inside all of this. Her poetic vision is 
deep and intense and full of hope. Might her 
understanding be true for every bush that is burnt 
and is burning for all of us? 
 
 
 
 
 
Biography: Anne Dutton (1692-1763) was a British 
Baptist contemplative. Her vision and spirituality 
reflected a consistent spiritual theology that echoes 
the language of early Christian mystics. In the face 
of many personal losses Dutton surrendered herself 
into the infinite depths of God’s love and mercy 
which she called “Mercy’s Ocean.”  The knowledge 
that these experiences gave her taught her the 
spiritual practices of detachment, discernment, and 
surrender which she used in her writings and in her 
work of spiritual direction.  
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Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1.   Anne Dutton makes an interpretive turn from a 

remember historical events to an inner form of 
poetic seeing. Can you make this turn as well? 

2.   Does Moses' burning bush story have personal 
significance for you? (Read Exodus -- to remind 
yourself of the details of this ancient tale). Can you 
relate to it in any way? 

3.   Anne Dutton's application is to make all of the 
outer events in the story, inner parts of her own life. 
She applies it spiritually and personally. If you did 
the same, would you tell the same story as her? 

4.   Thinking back over your life, what has burned you? 
Make a list.  

5.   How have these events changed you or your life 
circumstances? 

6.   Looking back can you see or feel God in them 
(when perhaps at the time you did not)? 

7.   In hindsight, if you could command yourself in a 
certain way, how would you counsel your earlier or 
younger self to response to these fiery life 
circumstances?  

8.   What meanings would you assign to these events 
that at the time perhaps felt meaningless? 

 
A Place for Notes  
and your Journaling:   

 
This reflection, text and its 

illumination have been provided  
by Alison Hine and Lynn Bauman 

as a means for 
contemplative prayer.  
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Imagine! 
 

In the midst of your fiery trials,  
Be the burning bush green and fruitful 

but not consumed. 
God is in you—the good will of the One 

that dwelt in the bush is with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
—from 

Baptist Wisdom 
for Contemplative Prayer 

(Praxis Publishing 2012, p. 132) 
Edited and adapted by 

Blake Burleson and Michael Sciretti, Jr.  
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