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Where is wisdom to be found in the contemporary 
world—especially perhaps if it appears to be secular 
and unattached from a sacred wisdom tradition? In this 
reflection is one example. The anecdote found in the 
introduction to Russ Kick’s amazing book of quotes 
(which he calls, “a curated collection of mind-blowing 
wisdom”—and I agree) is the basis for a profound form 
of contemporary wisdom. Wisdom can be found 
everywhere and in every age and culture.  
 
At the heart of the human condition are all our 
relationships. These relationships make up the narrative 
of our lives. Without them we have no life, with them 
we begin to tell our story—the story of our lives. Into 
them are woven likes and dislikes, friends and enemies. 
We have a storyline about all of this, and how we have 
related to friends and enemies alike. It is in the deep 
narrative history of our own souls.  
 
Yeshua in his wisdom teachings says that we are to 
learn to love even our enemies. It sounds like crazy 
advice. Only an advanced saint could do something like 
that. The normal human being can come nowhere close 
to this spiritual (off-world) ideal. But is that true? 
 
Our great American hero in the relatively modern 
world sees something of the true practice of which 
Yeshua speaks. Turning an enemy into a friend (or 
establishing some kind of friendship with an enemy) is 
(sometimes) possible, even in the oddest of 
circumstances. Fierce white supremicists have 
sometimes been befriended by someone from the black 
community and turned into a friend and surrendered 
their racism. It has happened many many times. 

Jihadists have been befriended and made to give up 
their violent ways.  
 
It is easy to demonize people and the world around 
us. Especially when we are philosophically, 
politically, or otherwise at odds with the ones we 
despise and have come to hate. When our values 
clash with someone else, it is so easy to turn them 
into an enemy.  
 
I have certainly been guilty of this, and have fallen 
prey to making enemies over and over again. Trump 
or Bannon supporters are my new enemy. I hate 
white supremicists and their ilk. Yes, it is true I 
despise their behavior and their ideology. It goes 
against every grain of understanding I have come to 
value or hold dear.  
 
However, I am reminded over and over again of 
their own wounding and of their dysfunction, caused 
perhaps by ancestral, familial, and social distortions. 
And then I realize they are working, acting and 
living out of their own wounding. It does not mean I 
should not try to stop destructive behavior when it 
tears up the fabric of the world—but is there some 
means perhaps of “befriending the enemy” that I 
may have missed? 
 
This quote suggests a very difficult sapiential 
practice, which requires it’s own special wisdom. 
There is a way of being, using the practice of 
compassion, that is not “stupid compassion” but 
profound respect for the human condition and which 
honors the journey that a person must take through 
it. Trump, a white supremicists, or Bannon must 
traverse the inner and outer world of their own 
wounding. Am I called into healing their wounds? 
Perhaps not directly, but perhaps I am with some of 
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their supporters who have (in my mind), “drunk the 
Kool-Aid.”  
 
Loving (befriending) the enemy is the hardest practice 
of all. So how do we practice not allowing hatred to 
become soul-destroying even within ourselves, or its 
converse, a kind of Pollyannaish pursuit of friendship, 
condescension, or co-dependence? Wisdom practice is 
often a knife’s edge. As we walk along this “spine of 
the world,” we too come to “know this feeling well.” 
 
 
Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. How do you respond to Russ Kick’s story?  

2. Is Lincoln correct? Is there a way to destroy one’s 
enemy without resorting to violence to do it? 

3. Is there evidence that Lincoln actually practiced 
this in his presidency? Can you find an example? 

4. We are so used to the metaphors of war that we 
cannot imagine the metaphors of peace or 
friendship. Have you ever made friends with an 
enemy, or turned your enmity into friendship? If so 
what happened? What was that like? What was 
your strategy to do it? 

5. What have been your thoughts about Yeshua’s 
dictum that we should love our enemies (found in 
the Sermon on the Mount)? 

6. Have you ever imagined Yeshua to be Pollyannaish, 
so that this does not really apply to you? 

7. There is another interesting clue dropped into this 
story by Russ Kick: what does it mean that a social 
activist is a “builder of metaphorical bridges?” 
What could this mean? 

8. The image used to illuminate this story contains the 
sense of inner awakening—the growing awareness 
that we gain through time. Think of a time in your 
life when the “light went on.” Describe that to 
yourself and journal it to share with others.  

A Space for Notes and Reflections 
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I f a light going on in someone’s eyes has ever 
literally happened, then I saw it happen at a garden 

party.  
 
A community activist was there—a builder of 
metaphorical bridges—so I relayed a Lincoln quote: 
“Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends 
of them?” 
 
—Then he smiled hugely, his eyes, sparkling,  
“Ahhh. Yes!” 
 
 I know that feeling well ... 

 
 
 
 

—Russ Kick  
author of  

Quotes That Will Change Your Life (2015, xii) 
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