
The Wisdom of the Contemplative Gaze 

WONDER  
The Gospel of Thomas Logion 2 
 
Wonder and awe are amazing states and experiences 
for us. We treasure them. They do not necessarily come 
easily or often, and usually they are hard-won. Many 
times they take us completely by surprise. Something 
may happen that triggers a state of wonder and awe in 
us that was unexpected. 
 
If we think about what this kind of experience actually 
is, upon reflection we can see that wonder and awe 
transport us beyond the normal boundaries of our 
perceptions and experience to a place that is different 
and usually more expansive. We see something that we 
have never imagined possible before. We see or hear 
beauty beyond our imaging or dreams. We experience 
something that takes us out of ourselves.  
 
Wonder is transportive. Awe is reverential. It is not 
unusual that some form of ecstasy is involved. We feel 
ecstatic because we have been transported beyond the 
normal boundaries of the self. It is puts us in a state of 
reverential awareness.  
 
Yeshua indicates that if we will allow ourselves to pass 
through the state of trouble it will lead to wonder. 
Why? Typically because something new and 
unexpected arises when and where we could not 
normally imagine it. That experience transcends and 
includes the trouble that we had previously 
experienced. By including it, it puts that trouble in a 
new context. It brings our confusions into a state of 
new seeing which makes that was troubling disappear 
altogether or put it in such a larger light that we are no 
longer in the state of confusion or trouble that we were 
before.  

Before it happens, we simply cannot imagine it 
because it lies outside our normal perceptive or 
cognitive boundaries. Yet, if we are to grow in 
consciousness and being, we must certainly 
experience this. Can a caterpillar imagine the 
enormous freedom and flight of the butterfly? It is 
doubtful. Can the acorn imagine what it means to be 
a tree extended into the spacious air above the 
surface of the ground upon which it lies? If either of 
these could imagine, it is doubtful that anything but 
confusion concerning these matters would enter their 
consciousness. Until one experienced them, it would 
be hard to imagine—and yet these altered and 
extended states exist, and each is destined to 
experience them.  
 
 
Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. Notice the layers and light in these images. How 

are they depicted? What does this suggest to 
you? What else do you begin to see? 

2. What else do you see in this image that is 
suggestive for you? 

3. Look up the words ecstasy. What is its meaning? 
What is its etymology? How might that help us to 
understand wonder? 

4. When have you had an experience of wonder or 
awe? Describe it in detail for yourself. 

5. Share your experience with someone else who 
may also have experienced something similar. 
What are the similarities and differences? 

6. What is “wonder-ful” for you? What would 
bring you wonder or awe in a spiritual sense? 

7. Do you think that we should ever seek for a state 
of wonder or awe? How might we find it? 

visio divina 



Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

Yeshua says, 
 

I f you are searching,  
you must not stop until you find. 
When you find, however,  
you will become troubled.  

Your confusion will give way to wonder. 
In wonder you will reign over all things. 
Your sovereignty will be your rest. 
 

—Logion 2 
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the illumination 




