
The Wisdom of Contemplative Vision 

THE MIRACLE OF YOUR FACE  
Khaqani Shirvani 
 
 
We now know that the universe not only sprang into 
existence as a brilliant first form (called the Big Bang), 
that from that abrupt and mysterious beginning it has 
continued to unfold into ever more exquisite shapes and 
states of existence. The universe has been evolving and 
its evolution is taking place at levels both seen and 
unseen, known and unknown. We ourselves are part of 
this evolving process, we too are still a work-in-
progress. Though you see yourself to be simply one-in-
billions of other creatures like yourself, you have 
miraculously emerged into existence.  
 
Out of the vastness of our known universe, with its 
millions of light-years and billions of galaxies with 
trillions of stars and other objects beyond number, you 
exist. On an orb floating in the vacuum of space, you 
live as a biological, sapiential, and spiritual being. Your 
face has emerged.  
 
Do not be fooled. What you see in the mirror now is 
just the beginning of you, we are told. It is the tiny seed 
form of what you shall ultimately come to be.  
 
Look at a small brown seed that seems of little 
consequence in a whole jar or packet of seeds, and then 
imagine that seed being planted in the dark, moist 
earth, then springing forth into the air and sunlight as a 
growing seedling, and ultimately growing into maturity 
and bearing flowers and fruit of its own. You are the 
same. You are in seed form now, but you will continue 
to emerge and evolve into the bright sunlight of God.  
 
 

Air, light, Sun-forms, seed, plant, flower and fruit—
these all belong to God, and ultimately are all in 
some fashion “God’s-body.” Everything emerging is 
coming out of the divine desire for form, beauty and 
evolution into ever greater beauty and complexity. 
Like one tiny part of some vast tapestry of meaning 
and form, we cannot now see the whole—but the 
divine eye does. And every tiny piece woven into the 
whole plays its part and is vital for its completion.  
 
We cannot now see this. Perhaps we cannot even 
imagine it. We are asked simply to trust the divine 
unfolding to be “God’s desire” for beauty, form and 
complexity. Your face, your body, and your whole 
being, and more importantly, the kernel of your heart 
and soul, are brought into existence as essential to 
this Infinite Unfolding. Trust that! 
 
 
Though largely unknown in the West, Khaqani Shirvani 
played an important role in northwest Iran (known as 
Azerbaijan) in the 12th century. Interestingly his mother 
was a Christian and though he was devoted to Islam, he 
used Christian imagery and sentiment in many of his 
poems. He was a member of the regional court, traveled 
extensively, and died after imprisonment and loss in 
Tabriz, Iran. Another famous quatrain of his is: 
 
The bird that sings the song of pain is love. 
The courier who knows the tongue of the Unseen is love. 
The existence that calls you to nonexistence is love.  
And that which redeems you from yourself is love.   
 
 

visio divina 



A Place for Notes  
and your Journaling:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. You live within the form of your own being and 

thoughts. You seem separate and perhaps alone, 
but are you? Who are you? What are you? Try to 
imagine beyond the narrow frame you already 
know.  

2. There are two images provided for you to 
contemplate. Spend time gazing at them as windows 
into the truth of this wisdom saying. What do you 
find most significant to you in each image? Which 
image draws you? What do you see and what do 
you learn from each image? 

3. You have probably watched a mother or father love 
their baby. The child is the manifestation of the 
mother and father's desire if they brought that child 
into being out of longing and love to have a child. If 
this is the metaphor for God's desire for you, then 
how what are the parallels between the parents’ 
love and the divine desire for you? Write out your 
understanding of this.  

4. Notice the particularity and the singularity 
mentioned in this saying. Notice the differences in 
the faces found in the images. What is particular, 
singular, and unique in and about you? 

5. Over the course of a week or more, revisit each 
image and continue to allow the many meanings of 
the saying and these images to teach you. Journal 
your reflections each day and observe how your 
own understanding evolves.  
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The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

O 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     ver hundreds of Eons,  
   creation’s fabric unfolded from  
   the Infinite One 
Until the beauty of your own face blazed 

forth into this world.  
From the top of your head to the tip of your 

toes 
Everything about you belongs to God.  
Miraculously, formed and unfolded,  
   you have been molded  
   out of the Beloved One’s  
   great divine Desire.  
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