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The signs of God are everywhere. If one were a 
detective and followed all the clues left scattered across 
the universe, one would quickly notice the patterns and 
signs of God sometimes hiding in plain sight. It would 
be an interesting trail to follow. At least this is what the 
Indian poet Mirabai understood to be true.  
 
What Mirabai suggests is using something that humans 
are actually very good at—pattern recognition. We 
naturally look for meaningful patterns in things. For 
example, as children (perhaps even as adults) we 
looked for patterns in the shape of clouds and saw 
figures and animals. That is one form of pattern 
recognition, but there are others.  
 
If there is some unsolved mystery, a detective can 
begin looking for clues and then from what may seem 
like very disparate pieces of information he or she may 
slowly put all the pieces of the puzzle together and 
make a discovery that solves the mystery.  
 
Existence is a mystery, and yet there are lines of 
symmetry imprinted on the universe that suggest some 
meaning and purpose behind existence. Science is a 
pattern detection process that sees how things fit 
together. Even in chaos, science has found meaningful 
patterns that suggest meaningful relationships in what 
otherwise look totally random.  
 
Religion is another kind of pattern recognition, 
detecting the subtle patterns left by the divine Mind and 
Presence. These suggest that we have been visited. God 
picked up the glass of existence and left marks and 
patterns on it everywhere.  

Religions are the teachings, stories and traditions 
created by those who discovered the patterns and 
began to put the pieces of the puzzle together for the 
rest of us. For centuries, sacred traditions have 
examined these patterns and then passed on the lore 
of divine pattern-recognition to future generations.  
 
The point of the poem (as well as the purpose of our 
lives) is not just to study the fingerprints on the glass 
of existence and decide whose they were, but to pick 
up the same glass and drink from it. One could 
spend all of one’s time studying the fingerprints, or 
one could fill that glass with the wine of eternity 
offered us and drink from it. When one does, then 
we would be getting close to the wild and wonderful 
ecstasy of God.  
 
The claim could also be made that on a wild night, 
one should go out drinking with God. This image is 
certainly meant to upend our dogmatic pieties about 
the importance of fingerprint reading, and move us 
to the experience of the One who put them there in 
the first place.  
 
 
 

Mirabai (1498-1550) is the most renowned female 
poet of India. She was born a princess in the area of 

Rajasthan. A fierce champion of human rights, 
especially the rights of women, she would often 

expose the oppressors in politics, orthodox religion, 
and social custom. She attended the destitute in her 
world and at the same time wrote ecstatic poetry 

with wit and clarity.  Her poetry, turned into song, is 
sung by Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs alike. 
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A Place for Notes  
and your Journaling:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. This Indian saint sees the tell-tale marks that God’s 

presence has left everywhere. Do you agree with 
her? What patterns have you seen or detected 
yourself? 

2. If you look back over your life, can you discern a 
pattern that indicates that the divine Presence has 
been there all along, showing the way and guiding 
your progression? What are the clues? 

3. If religion and the world’s sacred traditions are 
good readers of these marks and the signs, what 
have they taught us? What have you learned that is 
of particular value to you? 

4. Go out in a normal, ordinary day and look at the 
world with Mirabai’s eyes. Can you detect the 
fingerprints of God anywhere in your own world 
and life? Experiment with this for a week and 
journal your findings.  

5. Do you think we should teach human beings how to 
do that in a religions context? How might that be 
done? How would you teaching someone not simply 
to detect the patterns of God’s presence, but to taste 
the wine of God’s Presence? 

6. Have you ever moved from the examination of the 
fingerprints to the experience drinking (touching 
the glass, tasting the wine and kissing the divine 
lips)? How does that feel or sound to you? How 
would you describe your experience? 

7. What is the person in the image used for this 
meditation experiencing? Have you ever 
experienced something similar? 
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    od left fingerprints on a glass  
the earth drinks from. 

 Every religion has studied it. 
Churches and temples  

use the geometry of those lines  
to establish rites and laws and prayers, 

and our ideas about God and the universe.  
I guess there is just no telling just how out of hand 

—and wonderfully wild  
things will get  

when our lips catch up to God’s. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

—Arranged and edited 
for public reading and illumination by 

Lynn C. Bauman from  
Daniel Ladinsky’s 

Love Poems from God 
Penguin Compass 2002 

page 253.  
 




