
The Wisdom of Contemplative Vision 

KNOWLEDGE BY PRESENCE  
The Gospel of Thomas Logion 5 
 
There are many ways of knowing something new. One 
can learn about a new subject by study and reading 
about it, by hearing news, or having someone tell you 
about something you may have never known or 
experienced. Then, of course, one can learn for yourself 
by having direct personal experience of something 
new—a new taste of food, for example, visiting a new 
foreign country, or seeing a new movie just released. 
These ways of knowing involve you. You participate in 
that knowledge, and therefore it can be called “personal 
knowledge,” which is undoubtedly the most valuable 
way of learning anything.  
 
Direct or personal knowledge gives you access to skills 
and abilities (and a knowledge base) that you cannot 
acquire by reading textbooks or watching the news. 
You can learn to build a boat, drive a car, cook a meal, 
or sew a dress and ride a bike only through direct 
personal experience or engagement with the task. And 
only then it can be said, “It is yours.” You “own” the 
knowledge directly and personally.  
 
There is another category of knowledge that steps 
beyond these. It is called “Knowledge by Presence.” It 
is also direct and personal but it deepens these in ways 
that bring us into the intimacy of personal relationships 
with another creature, person, or being. Knowledge by 
Presence is about the knowing of another creature with 
whom we share consciousness. It links us to that person 
not only by having experience of them, but by 
deepening our experience with that person until our 
relationship grows into friendship and even intimacy.  
Through Knowledge by Presence we are able to create 
a deep personal bond between persons.  

You may have heard about a person. You may have 
met that individual and become an acquaintance. 
You may have spent time with that person, but then 
as you do, over a sustained amount of time in that 
individual’s presence, your knowledge deepens. You 
strengthen the relationship until it turns into real 
friendship and often into love, and perhaps further 
into some form of deeper intimacy. Knowledge by 
Presence is essential to fall-in-love with anyone.  
 
In this early Logion of the Gospel of Thomas, we are 
perhaps hearing a deep autobiographical statement 
from the lips of Yeshua. He may be telling us about 
his own experience of being in the divine Presence 
in such a way that there is not only a knowledge 
about God, but also a growing intimacy that 
surpasses anything temporary, mundane, or 
marginal. It is clear that Yeshua came to know God 
in such a way that it grew into friendship and finally 
into intimacy and love. Through the sustained 
practice of Presence, Yeshua became a “God-
Lover.” From his own contemplative practice, he not 
only grew to know God deeply, personally and 
intimately, this Knowledge by Presence sustained 
everything else that he came to understand through 
vision, wisdom and revealed insight.  
 
Knowledge by Presence is the foundation for 
contemplative vision. It also leads to resurrection—
or “standing up” along the vertical axis. 
Interestingly, the Gospel of Philip says that Yeshua 
experienced resurrection before he died, not just 
after it. This stands our normal understanding of 
resurrection on its head. You might have heard of 
the wisdom saying, “Die before you die.” Here is 
another,  
“Be resurrected before you die,” which is the result 
of the Knowledge of Presence—coming to know the 

visio divina 



One who is always present to you, in you and around 
you as you begin to know, feel and recognize what is 
already eternally there.  
 
Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. Use an example from your own experience and 

think about the long process of getting to know 
someone intimately through the Knowledge of 
Presence. What were the steps of knowing along the 
way? Even now, what are you discovering as your 
relationships deepen and mature? What strategies 
are you using to make this happen? 

2. Now apply this knowing to your relationship with 
God—who is the divine Beloved. Where are you in 
that progression toward intimacy? Where is the 
relationship already strong? Where do you have 
room for further maturation? 

3. Being in the presence of someone is very different 
from looking at a photograph of that person. What 
changes? How are you different when you are with 
that person versus simply seeing their photograph? 

4. This logion speaks about the revelation of what is 
hidden and the resurrection from death into life. 
What do you know about these two spiritual 
experiences? What could you tell another person 
about them? 

5. What do you think has been revealed to you? 

6. Do you feel you have you been resurrected in this 
world? If so then how? 

7. As you look at the images for this reflection, which 
ones speak most forcefully to you? Describe what 
you see and from them. If you can, tell someone else 
who is viewing the same image about the wisdom 
that you are being taught by it.  
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Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

Yeshua says, 
 

C ome to know the One 
in the presence before you, 
and everything hidden will be revealed.  
For there is nothing concealed that 

that will not be revealed,  
and nothing buried 
that will not be raised.  
 
                                                                          
                                                                          
                                                            —Logion 5 
                                                             The Gospel of Thomas 
                                                translated by Lynn C. Bauman 
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