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The western, secular point of view is aptly described in 
the first line of this poem. It is a materialistic and 
reductionistic worldview that primarily perceivers 
reality to be confined only to space and time, or to 
rational categories alone. Anything beyond that is 
thought to be sheer fantasy, magical thinking, or the 
projection of an infantile mind.  
 
The venerable traditions of sacred wisdom, on the other 
hand, have known something quite different. From 
their ancient perspective they have concluded that this 
field of vision is too narrow. Reality itself is vast and 
spills out beyond (but also contains) space and time and 
every rational category in a configuration beyond 
telling and human comprehension. Again, from that 
perspective it is the modern world that is actually 
seeing too narrowly and from a child’s perspective. 
 
The human soul can enter this wider realm and 
experience it. It can walk its paths and know its 
vastness beyond the narrow confines of the egoic-self, 
and yet can see that one’s own smaller self belongs in 
and to this vastness. They need not be separated. In 
non-dual reality they share the same “space” and 
“time”— or the space of “no-place” and timelessness. 
 
When reason describes the world, it often does it in 
utilitarian terms—how can we make use of the world? 
How can we alone benefit from it? How can we use 
what we know to satisfy our own desires or meet our 
personal needs? We trade in the currency of comfort 
and pleasure. We make a world of rationality that 
considers only our needs and our personal categories. 
Forests of trees, for example, are ripped out of the heart 

of the Amazon, just to supply us with exotic hard-
word furniture, for example. We turn the world into 
a market-place of commodities only for selfish ends.  
 
But when the soul begins to live in and knows those 
larger, limitless realms beyond reason and the 
narrow confines of the egoic self, it discovers 
energies of immense power. These energies are 
forms of consciousness that are shaped by 
compassion and love, not simply by desires for 
personal gain or comfort. To allow them a place to 
exist within us, or to offer ourselves as channels 
through which they can flow, means that we not only 
know their boundless and limitless categories, but 
we can begin to participate in their creative powers.  
 
We are trading, then, in eternal currencies that last 
and do not fade. The pay-off from these exchanges 
not only benefits ourselves; more importantly, they 
also bring well-being and eternal wealth to the 
universe and the totality of Being of which we are a 
part. Any act of selfless love energizes and enriches 
the world and we become co-creators of eternal 
wealth and well-being. In so doing, we also discover 
that the springs of such energy and joy already exist 
within us.  
 
 
Jalaluddin Rumi was the great visionary seer whose 

wisdom and understanding from the perspective of 
Islamic spirituality is now almost universally known. 

In his own day, Rumi explored the depths of 
Ultimate Reality through his own heart which was 
opened from him by his great Master and Teacher, 

Shams-e Tabrizi. 
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A Place for Notes  
and your Journaling:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1.   This poetic expression clearly goes against the 

accepted boundaries of contemporary materialist 
thought. It is sometimes difficult to swim against 
these currents. How have you escaped the 
boundaries of materialistic and rational thinking? 
Do you consider your escape irrational?  

2.   Have you participated in energies beyond your own 
normal powers? What happens to you when you 
do? How would you describe these powers? 

3.   If you thought of yourself in terms of being a 
business man or woman, but that your dealings 
were not strictly financial, but spiritual and 
eternal—that you were doing eternal business 
within a larger, cosmic economy—how would you 
describe the rules and principles of these 
transactions? 

4.   How might you help another person escape from 
the narrow limitations of materialistic thought? 

5.   How would you explain love as a form of currency 
in the exchanges flowing through the very 
infrastructure of the universe? How might someone 
experience or have access to this flow? What are 
the rules of engagement? 

6.   Think about the analogy of blood flow through the 
human body. How is the action of love in the 
universe like that of life-giving blood in the human 
body?  
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Reason says,  
“We live in a world of only six directions— 

North, East, South, West, up and down,  
and that's it!” 

But Love replied,  
“No, there is a field beyond all of that,  

and I have traveled its path many times.” 
Reason saw a market place in this world  
and immediately began to set up shop.  

But love trades in another kind of currency altogether, 
a consciousness that flows through the arteries of the universe,  

a compassion that wells up from deep within each of us. 
 
 

—A version of Jalaluddin Rumi’s poetry 
translated by 

Lynn C. Bauman 
for public reading and contemplative practice.  
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