
The Wisdom Contemplative Vision 

HUMAN ORIGINS  
The Gospel of Thomas Logion 18 
 
This saying in the Gospel of Thomas is based on a 
dialogue that the students are having with their young 
Master, Yeshua. He is answering their questions about 
ultimate destiny. And, curiously, he does it with a 
statement about origins. His answer must also be linked 
with Logion 19 following it, which expresses a similar 
sentiment.  
 
Like most of us, his students want to know about their 
future. Answering, Yeshua directs them to the past—
the distant past and to a state of existence in pre-
eternity, that is, eternity prior to their residence in this 
world. It appears to be a strange way to talk about the 
future, but Yeshua knows something vital that they 
must also come to understand. We cannot know our 
future unless we grasp the importance of our origins.  
 
So consider your origins. In the current state of 
forgetfulness, you imagine perhaps that you began to 
exist with your birth on earth. Yeshua knows otherwise. 
He knows the source of human existence and the true 
place of our origination, and it is not on earth as we 
normally believe. Your life begins prior to your 
existence upon earth. Yeshua situates your existence 
outside of space and time, before you began your 
journey on earth. He wants us to know our original 
Source, for only then will we clearly know what our 
destiny is to be.   
 
Consider this, then: nothing that is now (or that will 
ever be) exists except that is comes from the Source-of-
All. The divine Source is the origination point of 
everything including yourself. The point-of-origin for 
everything that exists is in deep eternity in the Mind of 

God. Divine Consciousness itself is the Source from 
which everything comes. You began in the divine 
Mind. The divine Mind “thought” of you first, and 
then eventually you came to “be” in existence. But 
that beginning point is in eternity which is beyond 
time as you currently know it. When we begin to put 
ourselves in such an immense context, we can 
perhaps begin to understand where our ultimate 
destiny may lie. It is certainly not in time. It is not 
even in eternity as such. It is in God. Our ultimate 
destiny is to return to our point-of-origin, bringing 
with us our experience in time. We will have been 
tempered by time and by our experience in the realm 
of duality. We will know things we could not have 
known otherwise. As a result, we will have a 
wisdom that we would not otherwise have had.  
 
This understanding, and the desire in Yeshua to help 
his students understand this, seems to be the basis of 
his response. Yeshua’s desire is to expand the 
horizons of his students’ thinking about who they are 
and what their ultimate destiny will be in order to 
have this blessing. No matter who we are, when we 
are down deep in the middle of our existence in 
spaces and time, we have a difficult time imagining 
our destiny. It is likely we are even asleep to the 
bigger picture and caught up only in the details of 
life here, oblivious both to our origins and destiny 
which expands almost beyond imagining. But to try 
to imagine it, and to begin to understand it, is to put 
our life now into perspective, and that is the great 
blessing which this teaching gives us.  
 
The blessed of earth (those who live in a state of 
blessedness) are freer and wiser beings. They can 
see the details of life and judge their worth from the 
vantage point of eternity, and this viewpoint is the 
basis of a blessing almost beyond imagining. 

visio divina 



A Place for Notes and Journaling: Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. How have you imagined your origins? Has it 

changed over the course of your life? 

2. If you can see that your life began elsewhere (in the 
mind of God), how does that change your thinking 
about God and who you are now? 

3. What does it mean to you to “take your stand” in 
your place of origination? How do you do that 
while you live your life here in space-time? 

4. Have you ever entertained the thought that your life 
did not begin with your birth date on earth, but you 
came into existence elsewhere? What intuitions 
have you had about this? 

5. Journal your experience about having an idea in 
your mind and then bringing that idea into 
realization as an actual event or object. How does 
your experience match what Yeshua is teaching? 

6. What have you wanted to know about your future?  

7. As you look at the images  for this Visio Divina, 
what does it help you to see or understand? Journal 
what you discover?  
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Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

His students said to him, 
 
“So, tell us, then, what our end 
and destiny will be?” 
 
Yeshua answered,  
 

H ave you already discovered your origin 
so that you are now free to seek after 
your end? It is only at your source that 

you will find your destiny. Blessed are those who 
come to stand in their place of origination, for it is 
there that they will know their end—never tasting 
death.  

 
 
                                                                       —Logion 18 

The Luminous Gospels 
translated by Lynn C. Bauman 
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