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HOMAGE 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
 
Paul, the famous “latter-day” follower of Yeshua, 
wrote these words, “For we know that all things work 
together for the good to them that love 
God...” (Romans 8:28). This early Apostle seems to be 
teaching something similar to this wisdom from St. 
Francis (though Paul restricts it only to God-lovers). 
Francis looks at his life and sees that nothing now, nor 
in the past and presumably in the future, has ever been 
anything other than a providential happening bringing 
him into the divine embrace—everything that happened 
to him drove him into the arms of God.  
 
This is, of course, an extraordinary way of seeing the 
world and our life in it. We often believe the opposite. 
Typically in western Christianity we have been taught 
that everything on this earth, if we are not careful, has 
the tendency to separate us from God. Looking at his 
life, Francis disagrees. He observes everything (even 
his inner responses and feelings) are inexorably 
sending him into God’s arms. 
 
Across the ages and sacred traditions, it has been taught 
that we live in the realm of divine Providence. This 
means, theologically, that nothing lies outside of God’s 
understanding and care. Furthermore, it has been taught 
that we are never outside of God’s own Self. As the 
Apostle Paul says, “In God we live and move and have 
our being” (Acts 17:28). How can it be that all 
circumstances, events, thoughts, feelings and desires 
are designed to drive us directly into the embrace of 
God’s arms, when we are already “in God?” 
 
In this poem, St. Francis is quoting God, or we could 
say that God is speaking to the human heart through 

Francis. Is this really the way the universe works? 
Looking carefully at the circumstances of St. 
Francis’ extraordinary life, we can see that all the 
early events had precisely that effect. His 
upbringing, his travels, his encounters with the 
world all made God available to him in a direct and 
personal way.  
 
This is a radical point of view, of course, and one 
that is often difficult to understand through our 
normal perceptions because it seems to include 
negative thought and even evil and destructive 
actions.  
 
The poet Rumi (in a poem called “Guest House” 
from Coleman Barks’ Essential Rumi, 109) 
certainly agrees with Francis when he instructs us to 
welcome everything that appears at our doorsteps 
each day as a guest, even if it is something that we 
fear or try to avoid. He says that these very things 
are “sweeping out your house clean,” making it 
ready for new guests, experiences, and possibilities.  
 
If we could look at the world in this way, it could 
change everything. Perhaps we would be less fearful 
and more hopeful and brave. We might greet 
everything with curiosity, wondering how it is 
moving us toward nearness (or intimacy) with God. 
As St. Francis suggest, we would begin to bow to 
everything that exists.  
 
St Francis was, of course, the founder of the 
Franciscan Order in the Catholic Church and 
revolutionized the way Christians understood and 
treated the world in the Middle Ages.  
 

visio divina 



A Place for Notes  
and for Journaling your Answers:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. Have you ever experienced the perception or 

insight that St. Francis is talking about in this 
poem? What was the result for you? 

2. Do you think God is speaking through Francis? Is 
this, then, a prophetic voice from God? 

3. If this perception about life is correct, then how 
does it change the world for you? How might you 
begin to see the world around you and treat it 
differently?  

4. If you have never done it before, live a day “bowing 
to everything?”  Journal your experience. 

5. Make a list of things that you normally avoid yet 
now might try welcoming or bowing to instead.   

6. Look at the images for this poem. What parts of 
these images do you relate to the most? What might 
you add to the images?  

7. How does Francis’ teaching (or viewpoint) help 
you understand evil, threat, negative and 
destructive things, events and people? 
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              God said, 
 
“Pay homage to everything 
that has helped you enter my arms,” 
there would not be one experience of life, 
not one thought,  
not one feeling,  
nor any act, 
I would not bow to.   

 
—St Francis of Assisi 
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