
The Wisdom Contemplative Vision 

SOUL THIEVES   
The Gospel of Thomas Logion 103 
Beatitude 9 
 
This final beatitude in the Gospel of Thomas describes 
an ultimate state of blessedness in a world where there 
is much trouble and difficulty. This saying is preceded 
by a similar warning found in Logion 21. From the 
content of both it seems clear that these sayings are 
linked because the warnings, counsel and outcomes are 
similar.  
 
In Logion 21 Yeshua warns of “soul-thieves” who 
surreptitiously tunnel into an individual’s soul to steal 
away its sovereignty and wealth. In the wisdom 
tradition, the soul possesses treasure, and there are 
attempts by unknown entities to rob the soul of its 
rightful possessions and eternal inheritance. This is a 
matter for concern and requires both awareness and 
watchfulness.  
 
Yeshua says that the individual who is awake to this 
danger and who has acted to prevent it is in a state of 
blessedness. They have taken precautions to amour and 
shield the soul and so they are protected from such 
thievery. It is important to notice how Yeshua 
understands this inner state of wakefulness since he 
assigns to it a capacity that is often unknown: the 
capability of pre-cognition. The awakened soul can 
prepare itself precisely because it has the ability to 
become aware of something before it happens.  
 
This capacity is little understood for many people. It is 
often called a “psychic,” but it seems that Yeshua sees 
it as a sapiential quality—and innate ability of the soul 
to read its future. Skeptics, of course, deny that humans 
have such precognitive capabilities, but ancient 

tradition teaches otherwise. Because pre-cognition 
exists, it can be known and become a part of the 
practice of inner awareness. The result is a new form 
of sovereignty, mentioned as a maturing step in the 
cycle of wisdom learning and practice found in 
Logion 2. 
 
The full maturation of the soul results in this 
awareness of its capabilities and gifts, and by that 
ability it gathers to itself the strength which is the 
soul’s inheritance from its beginnings. This is, of 
course, a teaching that accepts the eternal nature of 
the soul and its pre-eternal existence (that is, its 
existence prior to its coming into time). The ability 
to be aware of that earlier sovereignty, and to draw 
its inheritance down into space and time, is a feature 
of the teachings of perennial wisdom that is often 
little understood in the modern era.  
 
Understanding and using this capability puts us in a 
world of wisdom that typically lies outside the 
teachings of conventional religion. In a perilous 
world where spiritual thievery abounds, possessing 
this wisdom and capability seems crucial if we are to 
make a safer passageway through the dangerous 
fields of the world we inhabit.  
 
We who are living in what may be the end of this 
age may most need to inhabit this state of 
blessedness, available for all who are called to walk 
through it. To know sovereignty in this manner is a 
gracious gift bestowed upon us by our spiritual 
Master and his teachings. It is his gift to us from the 
Kingdom in the Heavens made available to us if we 
will use it.  
 
 

visio divina 



A Place for Notes and Journaling: Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. The arc of the beatitudes found in the Gospel of 

Thomas beginning with the soul-lion (7), and 
ending with the soul-sovereignty. Is this 
sovereignty possible because a human has eaten the 
lion and is now able to defended against the soul-
thieves? Yeshua sees that this person has regained 
his or her original sovereignty as a heritage from 
the beginning. What do you imagine this 
sovereignty to be like? How would you describe or 
define such sovereignty? 

2. What does sovereignty do for the soul? How have 
you experienced it? 

3. How do you imagine that sovereignty relates to the 
“beginning?” In the wisdom tradition, why must it 
come from the beginning point? 

4. What is your experience of pre-cognition (knowing 
something will occur before it actually does)? What 
is your explanation for it? What might increase this 
skill? 

5. Who and what do you believe to be these soul-
thieves that Yeshua describes? Does the Gospel of 
Thomas define this? You might want to read the 
entire Gospel with this in mind and journal your 
findings.  

6. Have you ever experienced soul-thievery of some 
kind—a time when something vital or crucial was 
removed from you soul? Describe that experience.  

7. As you read the two logia 21 and 103 together, 
what is the full experience that is being described?  

8. As you contemplate the illuminations, look at the 
images of the individual who is the focus. Look at 
their depictions of sovereignty. What can you learn 
from these images?  
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Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

Yeshua says 
 

B lessed are those who are aware of the approach of 
thieves, who know when and where they will 
enter even before they appear, for then they may 

arise and prepare by gathering their sovereignty about 
them, and binding to themselves that which was from the 
beginning.  
 

                                                    —Logion 103 
The Gospel of Thomas : Wisdom of the Twin 

—translated by Lynn C. Bauman 
 
 

... So then, I must also tell you this: If a householder 
knows for sure that thieves are coming to steal his goods, 
he will keep careful watch before they get there to 
prevent them from tunneling in and taking his 
possessions.  
 
You, too, from your beginnings, must keep a watchful eye 
on the cosmos, binding great power to yourselves so that 
thieves cannot find a way to get to you. Pay attention 
then. Any outside help you look for they will try to seize 
first. 
 

—a portion of Logion 21 

 



Contemplating  

the illuminations 




