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In the Islamic tradition there is a “Hadith Qudsi” (a 
holy though non-canonical saying attributed to the 
Prophet Muhammad which is understood to be God’s 
voice speaking through him): “I was a hidden treasure 
and I longed to be known, so I created the world.” This 
voice from beyond discloses the divine Mind’s very 
reason for creation itself telling us that within God 
there are secret treasures which God longs to disclose..  
 
Rumi uses this well known saying in his own teachings. 
In this beautiful poem Rumi describes the treasure as 
the revelation of the divine Face. This has been a topic 
of Abrahamic spirituality for millenia. The Psalms tell 
us to seek for the Face of God. We are to find it and 
gaze into it so that we can perceive perfect beauty, for 
it is that vision which will change us. 
 
Though we may feel that we have not, for whatever 
reason, seen that Face, Rumi suggest that it is all 
around us and that we see it whenever we see the 
creation itself. We need only to step outside our man-
made world into the glorious dawn of the morning, 
absorbing the Sun’s rays. In that light we begin to 
understand the splendor and beauty of God.  Morning 
sunrise is an icon of the beauty of the divine Face. 
After a long night of darkness there is perhaps nothing 
like a glorious sunrise filling the world with light. 
Perhaps this is as close as we can get in this world to 
seeing the Face of God. This and all natural beauty are 
part of the divine self-disclosure that unveils the beauty 
of the divine Face.  
 
Rumi then goes on to tell us another secret of finding 
and seeing the Face of God. He does it in the way 

similar to Yeshua’s teaching that all those whose 
hearts are clear know this blessing: they see God!!! 
(Matthew 5:8, usually translated as “Blessed are the 
pure in heart for they shall see God).  
 
When the human spirit begins to awaken into the 
divine Light, through whatever means, it slowly 
realizes that it is true, “to grasp God’s beauty” in 
truth one must become God. In the Christian 
tradition, this is called theosis, the deification of 
humanity—the process of human beings becoming 
god-like (God-defined beings who are transformed 
into divinity).  
 
But then Rumi ends with this knowing: the same 
Light that awakens us so that we can begin to see 
God is everywhere and available to transform us. 
That Light is present in every house, every garden, 
in each morning’s burst of sunrise. The divine Face, 
though hidden perhaps for many, is nonetheless 
available to all.  
 
Jalaluddin Rumi (1207-1273) is considered now to 
be the world’s best known poet. His influence 
throughout the Muslim world for the last seven 
hundred years has been immense. He and his family 
were tested by the Mongol invasion into his Persian 
homeland. They escaped and Rumi spent the 
majority of his life in what is now Turkey (called 
Rum—for Rome), where he taught multitudes of 
students and founded the Mevlevi Order of Whirling 
Dervishes. His poetry is voluminous and largely 
contained in two great volumes. His poems have 
come now into the modern world as a great 
universal teaching that is being embraced 
worldwide.  
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A Place for Notes  
and for Journaling your Answers:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. In the Hadith Qudsi by the Prophet Muhammad, we 

hear the divine Voice. In Rumi’s poem, what does 
that Voice convey to you?  

2. Do you feel that the divine Voice still speaks in this 
manner? Have you ever heard it just this way? How 
has it come to you? Journal your experiences.  

3. Rumi sees that the icons and images of God 
surround us so that we are “seeing the face of 
God” in the mirror of all things. What do you see in 
the world around you that shows you the beauty of 
the divine Face? 

4. How might you see the beauty of God shining in 
and through your own home or the gardens that 
surround it? 

5. In early Christianity it was said: God became 
human in order that humans might become God. 
Can a human become “God” (Theosis)? How does 
this traditional saying strike your ear today? 

6. Do you agree that we must become God to see 
God? Does that idea make seeing God seem 
impossible for you?  

7. What calls to you in the Illumination used for this 
poem?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This reflection, text and its 

illumination have been provided  
by Alison Hine and Lynn Bauman 

as a means for 
illumined vision and contemplative 

prayer.  
 

© 2019 



Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

G 
 
 
 
 
 
 

od  
was aware of the hidden treasure,  

the Beauty of the Divine Face  
and so created the splendor of morning. 

When the spirit awoke in that light  
it said: 

 
So show me a house  

where the divine Light does not shine.  
Show me a garden  

where the divine Grace does not bloom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

—Arranged and edited 
for public reading and illumination by 

Lynn C. Bauman 
from the mystical poetry  

of Jalaluddin Rumi 
 

These poems are found in the  
Kulliyat-e Shams-e Tabrizi (Volumes 1-VII) 

or the Mathnawi (Volumes 1-VI) 
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