
THE MYSTERY OF INFINITE MERCY 
Psalm 107:1-9 
 
From the beginning of sacred tradition itself, mercy and 
compassion are said to be rooted in the very being, 
nature and name of God. Today people of Muslim faith 
begin their work and their prayer with the invocation, 
bismillah ar-rahman ar-rahim (‘In the name of God the 
Merciful, the Compassionate’). The same sentiment is 
echoed in many of the ancient Hebrew Psalms, and in 
particular Psalm 107 which expresses in exquisite 
beauty and detail the infinite mercy and compassion of 
God.  
 
Mercy and compassion are said to be found in the 
depths of God and to be limitless and infinite. There is 
no boundary which can contain this divine Mercy and 
Compassion. In their human expressions, mercy and 
compassion quickly reach limits and ends, but there is 
no boundary which can contain the divine mercy and 
compassion. Similarly, while mercy and compassion 
are conditional in our world, in the divine realm they 
are said to be completely unconditional. This is hard to 
understand and believe.  
 
This psalm makes this clear not by some abstract or 
propositional statement about such a reality in God. 
Instead it describes acts and practice of divine Mercy as 
its extends itself out into human history and our current 
condition. Divine Mercy is not just theoretical: it is a 
practice undertaken to demonstrate its limitless nature 
of the Divine and its power to touch and restore us to 
life. In the opening stanzas of this hymn redemption is 
said to be the whole purpose and goal for the unfolding 
of mercy and compassion, which extends out in every 
direction. Nothing is untouched and no one is left out 
of this search or its embrace. Our individual responses 

to it are, of course, different, but the mercy is 
limitless and unending. The whole world is held, and 
touched, and being restored to fullness by it.  
 
The human world is seen as a desert landscape in 
which the human soul is lost and wandering, thirsty 
and calling out for help. Some may not realize their 
condition, but at some time in life, most do. Their 
cry then becomes a signal sent out to the divine 
Mercy. Like a baby’s cry to its mother, it attracts the 
water of life and the compassion of God. There is no 
stopping the work of divine Mother’s help: it is 
instant, powerful, and unstoppable. So suggests the 
psalmist—can we imagine this? 
 
Those who know they have been touched and 
restored to life express their experience out of the 
knowledge that something indeed has taken place for 
and inside of them. They are now on a new track 
across a trackless wilderness. Goodness, not evil, is 
the primary substance that sustains and encourages 
them along their way. Such an experience can only 
be known individually and existentially. It is 
personal and directed to the human heart which 
recalibrates itself and celebrates its new-found path 
and orientation.  
 
This is welcome news to the soul. It is what the 
Christian tradition describes as Good News—the 
best news of all—that we are not lost to God, though 
our pathways may be difficult and we will often feel 
lost and abandoned. Hidden sometimes, perhaps 
drowned out by the vicissitudes of life, there is a 
Presence that attends to us and calls us to a new path 
of life and practice. This is the pathway that Yeshua 
the master of the inner tradition of Hebrew 
spiritually and wisdom offers to us now.   

The Wisdom of Contemplative Vision 

visio divina 



A Place for your Notes and Journaling Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. The world we live in is not an easy place. How have 

you found it to be a desert experience where you 
often feel lost, wandering and thirsty? Describe this 
in your journal.  

2. You have known love in your life (as well as mercy 
and compassion). Perhaps you have received it 
from the human world alone. Has it ever been 
unconditional? If your experience has been 
bounded by conditions, what have they been? 

3. Have you tasted the divine water of Mercy and 
Compassion? How have you experienced it? What 
does it taste like? How does it satisfy your thirst? 

4. If you do not think so now, can you accept this 
water as unconditional and never-ending? How 
does that change your viewpoint of God, or God’s 
actions toward you? 

5. The psalm describes a pathway found in a trackless 
wilderness. How does this describe your 
experience? 

6. Do you identify your experience of a spiritual path 
with Yeshua, or with some other spiritual guide? 
How might these guides be different or similar? 

7. Have you been touched by evil? If so, how have you 
been saved from its grasp? How has that changed 
your life? 
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Psalm 107 is believed by some to express 
liturgical worship, ritual and prayers said in the 
Jewish temple in Jerusalem. This prayer is in 
some extraordinary way a deep vision into the 
divine Mystery and its purpose for the world 
beyond the surface of things and normal human 
perception. The theology of redemption and 
restoration is one of the perennial themes of the 
entire Bible 



Lectio divina 
The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

PSALM 107: 1-9  
The Mystery of God’s Limitless Mercy 
 
1. O God, you alone are gracious, good,  
          and this is cause to give you thanks. 
     We praise you for the love you’ve shown 
          which never knows a limit but lasts forever. 
2. Let every creature touched by mercy’s hand declare 
          that they have been redeemed from evil’s grasp. 
3. For you, O God, have searched and gathered them from every land, 
          from East and West, from North and South they come. 
 
4. Some wandered far in desert lands and wasted lives. 
          You found them there in loneliness  
          removed from human habitation. 
5. Their hunger and their thirst 
          were like a spirit-beacon when they cried. 
6. You heard, and hastening to their side 
          delivered them, 
7. And placed their feet upon a path which 
          led them back to dwell with you 
          in safety and in peace. 
8. They now give voice and witness to a love 
          that works and acts on their behalf, 
          that’s always there for everyone, 
9. To satisfy the soul that thirsts, 
          and fill all human hungers with your good. 
 
 

—translation by 
Lynn C. Bauman  

Ancient Songs Sung Anew 



Contemplating  

the illuminations 








