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THE EMPRESS 
CARD THREE OF THE TAROT 
 
The third card of the Tarot is the icon of the highest and 
most sacred energy of the Universe—the royal law of 
love. The Empress, who is Queen of Heaven, is love’s 
guardian and guide and, the biblical texts say, she 
literally dances over the whole creation as she directs 
its creative, evolving energies (Proverbs 8-9).  
 
If one were to place the energy of love on the electro-
magnetic spectrum, it would no doubt be reckoned dark 
or invisible because it is an energy beyond the reach of 
detection by technology. Yet love is said to be the 
ruling power of heaven, and the Empress represents its 
guiding intelligence, wielding its force to direct it 
according to the primacy of the divine will.  
 
In this icon, the Empress is depicted as seated on the 
throne of the divine Mercy, ruling over all things, 
uniting heaven and earth. She possesses an ultimate 
synergy which will transform creation, reconciling and 
restoring all things in relationship to its deepest 
mystery, the infinite Source (depicted in the card which 
follows this one, the Emperor).  
 
The Empress represents the divine Mystery-made-
manifest as creativity and light, playing over the whole 
creation. She is consort to the divine Majesty and 
guardian of its holy Mysteries. She is also the mother 
of all Being. Her compassion reigns supreme, and her 
angelic spirits flourish to guide and guard the unfolding 
of creation, directed through the vertical axis of her 
staff (set between heaven and Earth for the good and 
blessing of all).  
 
 

In Hebrew tradition she was said to have also sat 
enthroned on Earth in the Holy of Holies, Solomon’s 
first temple in Jerusalem, where she served as 
priestess (as seen in the second card of the Tarot). 
She exercised her priesthood as the Divine Mother 
reflecting the deeper principle, As above, So below. 
The synergy between heaven and earth, therefore, is 
her enabling energy, over which her wings of 
compassion hold the creation stable as she guides the 
evolution of life on earth across the span of the ages.  
 
Her guarding force is represented by the shield that 
holds an image of angelic resistance to darkness, 
which clearly exists as a counter-force to light in the 
creation. She reigns to provide a temple of Light for 
her human inhabitants in lower realms where 
darkness too exists. The first two feminine figures of 
the Tarot are a unitary whole: the Empress 
representing the ruling powers of heaven, and the 
Priestess in her sacramental role is its force on earth. 
 
Between these two poles of heaven and earth, the 
energy of loving compassion flows and nourishes all 
orders of being. The power of her intelligence 
spreads out in wing-like fractals of light. Heaven and 
earth are held stable by her sheltering presence. 
Heaven is active. Creation is receptive. According to 
the wisdom of the Tarot, this is the spiritual force 
and magnetism grounding all orders of being.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

visio divina 



 

 

 

A Place for Notes  
and for Journaling your Answers:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. Though in the western tradition the image of the 

divine feminine has often been eclipsed by more 
patriarchal and masculine images, nonetheless she 
has pride-of-place in many other sacred traditions. 
She is typically considered to be Queen in the realm 
of Heaven—the cosmic Mother presiding over the 
creation which she helped bring into being. How do 
you respond to this idea of the divine feminine? 
Does it resonate with you? 

2. Looking at the icon of this third image in the deck 
of the Tarot, what do you understand about her that 
may be new to you? 

3. Make a list of the elements in the image that you 
see. What do they mean symbolically? What do 
they tell us about compassion as the ruling power of 
heaven? 

4. If love is an energetic force—the highest of all 
energies governing the universe—how does it show 
up in your life? What are its manifestations? 

5. In your experience of the force of love, have you 
ever detected the intelligence of the Empress? How 
might you better receive her guidance? 

6. The mysteries of the first temple in Jerusalem are 
many and its history is complex. The holy mother 
in that first temple existed long ago at its inception 
because her energies were universal and her 
presence was cosmic. She is still the guiding 
intelligence of creation and jealous of her children, 
of which you are one. How does this teaching strike 
you? What is your relationship with her now? 

7. Take the opportunity to read the text of Proverbs 8 
and 9, paying special attention to the excerpt in this 
reflection. Have you accepted her invitation to the 
feast? How have you experienced it? 
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There are Twenty-two cards or images called the 
Major Arcana in the deck of Tarot cards. 
Valentin Tomberg uses each one of these to 
illustrate and illuminate the teachings of the 
ancient wisdom of Hermeticism. Both the Tarot 
and the Hermetic teaching are not in the 
mainstream of religious tradition as we 
understand them today, though they have played 
roles in the transmission of Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam in the past. Valentin 
Tomberg, a Russian teacher from the Christian 
Orthodox and Catholic traditions, met with a 
group of scholars, teachers and wisdom seekers 
in the last century who helped bring this 
teaching forward and reinterpret it for us. 
Meditations on the Tarot: A Journey into 
Christian Hermeticism (2002) was the collected 
treasury of their work together.  
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isdom has built you her house;  
she has hewn her seven pillars.  
 
She has prepared a feast, spiced her 
wine, and spread her table.  
 
At the highest points of the town  
she has sent her maidens  
to proclaim:  
 
“Come, eat my bread and drink my 
spiced wine. Abandon immaturity 
and live. Walk in the way of 
insight.” 

 
 

Proverbs 9:1-4 
               —translated by L. Bauman 
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