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HOMAGE TO EVERYTHING 
Francis of Assisi 
 
The Apostle Paul, the famous “latter-day” follower of 
Yeshua, wrote these words, “For we know that all 
things work together for the good to them who love 
God ...” (Romans 8:28). This Apostle seems to be 
teaching something similar to St. Francis, but 
restricting it only to God’s lovers. Francis looks at his 
life and sees that everything in the present and the past 
(and presumably in the future) has even been a 
providential happening to bring him into the divine 
embrace. Everything that happened to him drove him 
into the arms of God.  
 
This is, of course, an extraordinary way to see our lives 
in the world. We often see the opposite, and in the 
West we have often been taught that everything on this 
earth—if we are not careful—has the tendency to 
separate us from God even further. Looking at his life, 
Francis disagrees. He observes everything, all his inner 
responses and feelings, and sees that they have been 
inexorably sending him further into God’s arms. 
 
Wisdom teaching across the ages and traditions agree 
that we live in the realm of divine Providence: nothing 
lies outside of God’s understanding and care. Radically 
speaking, perhaps, we are never outside of God’s own 
Being. As the Apostle Paul says, “In God we live and 
move and have our being” (Acts 19:20). But can it be 
that all circumstances, all events, all thoughts, feelings 
and desires drive us (eventually at least) into God’s 
presence? 
 
In this poem St. Francis is quoting God. God is 
speaking at least in the hypothetical. But it is certain 
that Francis believes this is entirely correct— that this 

is the truth about Reality. The universe is set up in 
exactly this way to do that.   
 
This is a radical point of view, and one that is often 
difficult to understand with our normal perceptions. 
It seems to include evil acts and negative thoughts—
even the destructive ones, and this makes it difficult 
for us to fully grasp. The poet Rumi (in a poem 
called Guest House from Coleman Barks’ Essential 
Rumi, p. 109) certainly agrees when he instructs us 
to welcome or greet everything that appears at our 
doorsteps each day, even if it is something that we 
fear or try to avoid. He says that these very things 
are “sweeping out your house” to make it ready for 
new guests, new experiences, new possibilities.  
 
If we looked at the world this way, it would change a 
great deal. Perhaps we would be less fearful and 
more hopeful and brave. We would look at 
everything in a curious way to see how it was 
moving us toward divine Reality and into nearness 
(or intimacy) with God. As St. Francis suggests, we 
would begin to bow to everything that comes before 
us.  
 
 
 
St. Francis (1181-1226) began his life as a 
privileged son in a wealthy family in Italy, but the 
experiences of life as a soldier changed him. He 
went on to choose a life of holy poverty, founding a 
community of friars who brought a message of love 
and peace to the world. His message and his 
memory has spread around the world. Images of him 
are found everywhere.   
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A Place for Notes  
and your Journaling:   

Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. If you were to look at your whole life and all your 

feelings and circumstances, would you agree with 
this poem? 

2. What circumstances can you see in your past that 
have helped you enter the arms of God? 

3. What if God is speaking this to us? Can you believe 
this about the divine Providence of God in this 
world? 

4. If this perception about life is correct, how does it 
change the world for you? 

5. What does homage or bowing mean for you? When 
you bow, what does that mean? 

6. Have you ever been able to live a day “bowing to 
everything?” Make a list of things that you feel that 
you particularly need to bow to.  

7. Look at the image for this poem. To which things in 
the image do you relate most? 

8. What might you add to the image?  

9.  

10. What do you think “my arms” means? If a child 
runs into its mother’s arms, what is the child 
wanting? What is the mother wanting? Do we get 
what we want? 
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The Contemplative Reading of a Sapiential Text 

I 
 
 
 

       f God said: 
 

 “Pay homage to everything 
that has helped you 

enter my arms,” 
 

there would not be one experience of life, 
not one thought,  
not one feeling,  

nor any act, 
I would not bow to. 

 
 

—St. Francis of Assisi 
Arranged and edited 

for public reading and illumination by 
Lynn C. Bauman 
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