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LOVER 
CARD SIX OF THE TAROT 
 
In the great teachings of Perennial Wisdom from across 
the centuries, love is said to be at the heart of 
everything. In some teachings, it is considered to be the 
highest manifestation of divine Energy, and so it must 
be at the center of all life-force as well. Love is 
foundational for human existence. It guides our lives 
and haunts our poetry, music, and art forms. But to 
truly know love, opposites and contraries must exist. 
Love is the play of opposites manifest between the 
sexes and genders in all their attractions and intimacies. 
The complimentary opposites of male and female 
dance together in loving relationship.  
 
The indirect experience of love begins, of course, when 
we come into the world through an act of love. We are 
then sustained by the love of our parents and our 
families. It is what grounds us and makes us human. 
Without it we do not thrive. This basic foundation is 
absolutely essential if we are to become true human 
beings, for we must begin to learn love by building one 
relationship upon another. This foundation eventually 
allows us to move toward an experience of love that 
exceeds human manifestations and draws us out 
beyond ourselves into divine and infinite realms, into 
Infinite Reality. This search for divine love is the 
central feature of the spiritual journey.  
 
The spiritual journey is coupled with this play of love 
between opposites—the lover and the Beloved. It 
begins perhaps as a longing to know God at a higher 
and more personal level, but then develops into a form 
of love that can only be known through direct mystical 
experience as a love story between the human and the 
divine. The mythic narrative which is the central 

message of the Tarot, requires that we leave our 
origins and journey into the world of duality and 
opposites where love is not only the foundation, but 
becomes the learning project for our entire journey.  
 
The spiritual dynamics that work in the realms of 
shadows and scattered light, which we currently 
inhabit, requires that we learn to play love’s games 
here, but we must then go on to learn rules that are 
higher than our own basic survival instincts. We 
must learn to become true lovers, not only in the 
human world, but in realms including and up to the 
infinite and the divine. That requires that we learn 
the basic lessons of love in terms of opposites and 
duality. So the loving and the playing begins and we 
are led by the angel of our existence, our Guardian, 
to find love’s pathway where we  are taught love’s 
lessons. Our use of the energies of love begins to 
grow and expand.  
 
The ultimate and crowning goal is what has been 
described as “the Royal Law of Love,” a term found 
in the letter of James/Ya’akov, Yeshua’s brother; 
(James 2:8, Mark 12:30-31). He describes the Royal 
Law of Love as the ability to love one’s neighbor as 
one’s self, quoting Jesus in the Gospels. Jesus says 
this is the greatest and most comprehensive law in 
existence, including the human and the divine and 
ultimately the whole cosmos, because in God, the 
Unity of Being is the whole cosmos united in a 
seamless way with the divine Reality.  
 
The secret ingredient in this formulation of love is to 
understand one’s true Self which includes both God 
and the neighbor. United together, these become the 
true Self of one’s being—the Self that has perhaps 
remained hidden and unknown from us till now. In 
the highest forms of mystical teaching, this  intimate 
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union between the lover and the Beloved  is described 
as the ultimate human experience. It is the hidden 
secret that has largely been unknown except for those 
secret lovers who have gone in search of the Beloved. 
This card speaks to the finding and the tryst of the two 
becoming one in a unity that also understands and 
celebrates the differentiation when two actually become 
one. Yet all things are an extension and emanation from 
this single Source of Light whose love energies are 
ever flowing through the patterns of the cosmos in a 
fractal way—self-replicating in their power and their 
beauty.  
 
Every human being is destined to know this experience. 
Regardless of the dark vale that many humans walk 
through, loving union will be the outcome, or so we are 
told in the ancient teachings that describe the ultimate 
reconciliation of all things.  
 
 
Reflections on Image and Text:  
 
1. When you look at this image of the deck of the 

Tarot as an archetype of human destiny, what are 
your feelings about it? 

2. If love is both the ground and origin of you and 
your ultimate destiny, how does that understanding 
change anything for you? 

3. The images of the Tarot are evidence of a long 
traditional spiritual teaching. The fact that this 
teaching falls early in the deck and at the beginning 
of the sacred journey through space and time is 
significant. What is the significance for you? 

4. In your life-long experience, what has taught you 
the most about love—both as a human experience 
and as a form of God’s care for you? 

5. Love is an energy that generates more of itself and 
ripples out across existence. In other words, it is a 
fractal pattern. How have you experienced that? 

6. For you, what is the most important way to teach 
love to another human being? 

7. How would you describe love’s most important 
principle? Why do you think the angel is in the 
image? What role do angels play in the experience 
of love? 
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There are Twenty-two cards or images called the 
Major Arcana in the deck of Tarot cards. 
Valentin Tomberg uses each one of these to 
illustrate and illuminate the teachings of the 
ancient wisdom of Hermeticism. Both the Tarot 
and the Hermetic teaching are not in the 
mainstream of religious tradition as we 
understand them today, though they have played 
roles in the transmission of Christianity, 
Judaism, and Islam in the past. Valentin 
Tomberg, a Russian teacher form the Christian 
Orthodox and Catholic traditions, met with a 
group of scholars, teachers and wisdom seekers 
in the last century who helped bring this 
teaching forward an reinterpret it for us. 
Meditations on the Tarot: A Journey into 
Christian Hermeticism (197—–) was the 
collected treasury of their work together.  
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O pure, deep Love 

Be here! 
Be now! 
Be al!. 

Worlds dissolve  
into your stainless,  

endless  
radiance. 

 
Frail living leaves  

burn with you 
brighter than cold stars. 

 
Make me your servant,  

your breath,  
your core. 

 
Jalaluddin Rumi 

Persia 
1207-1273 
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