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November 2022         2022-6 

The Waxing and Waning of Culture 

ll human cultures are born, and all human cultures die.  Some cultures such as the Egyptian, 

Roman, and Chinese have long lives while others are of relatively short duration.  Empires 

and nation-states also have beginnings and endings.  When an empire stretches across long 

distances of time and space it seems eternal but it's not.  The sun never set on the British 

Empire until it did. 

Some day in the future the United States of America (in recent years thought of, perhaps 

erroneously, as the world’s only current superpower) will come to an end.  It could come quickly 

and perhaps violently through a division into two or more nations, or it could happen gradually 

but some day—perhaps in the 21st or 22nd century—it will not exist, at least in the way it now 

exists.  America is no exception to the rule that all nations are born, and all nations die.  As we 

see the steady erosion of institutional religion, the emerging collapse of democratic institutions 

and norms across the world, and the increasing migration of peoples due to famine, economic 

depravity, and rising seas, we must be prepared that things could change quickly for those of us 

living in democracies in the Western world.  The 20th century was the most violent century in 

human history but the 21st century may prove to be so violent that human civilization itself 

collapses.  Does this seem pessimistic?  Or, is it simply realistic? 

The monks of Oriental Orthodox Order in the West, like the monks of Celtic Christianity during 

the Middle Ages, will provide sanctuaries and libraries of wisdom during the dark days we are in 

and the darkness that will come. The seeds we plant may go underground for decades or 

centuries, but our work will prove resilient.  Sophia will live; even if humanity is extinguished, 

she will live.  She will continue to live in the trees that grow, in the animals that remain, in the 

soil, in the rocks.  She is in the heavens reflecting the highest Light.  Her work through us will not 

perish.  Her present incarnation in this Order will be re-membered in multiple ways. 

During this time of increased anxiety and loss, listen to the voice of Nature where Sophia can 

often be heard.  Like Israel’s prophets, “howl like jackals and screech like owls.” (Micah 1:8).  

Become a howler and wailer.  Let your voice be that of Nature and moan into this present 
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reality.  We cannot sleep through this.  The Major Arcana number 18, The Moon, though 

weeping tears, provides a reflected light in this darkness, as we make our way, howling into the 

silence like those wild wolves, along a pathway through human constructions that are failing us 

now.   “Be of this world, but not in it.” Yeshua 

~~  Abbot Blake Burleson 


